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lon. E. H. GRAY;: I interjected with
a (1uestion as to whether he was there and
hie replied in tile negati'-e, addi ag that he
wasi not an agitator.

Hion. E. 1-1. Harris: You misunderstood
him.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I was in the streets
during the strike and I did not see anything
that warranted the exagugerated statements
appearing in the Pro&s,. I have had a long
experience in industrial matters and, in my
opinion, the p~restige of the police has been
increased, owing to the action of the Gov-
ernment duringc the strike. The fact is that
tip to that time the police had always taken
parr against the workers in industrial
troubles uinder instructions from tile Gov-
ernment.

Hon. .1. Ewing: You oughit n~ot to say
that.

Ilon. E. I{. GRAY: That is mny experi-
ence.

Hon. A. Burvill: It is a bit too strong.
Hon. E. H. GRAY: It is true.
Hon. J. Ewing: No, it is not.
Hon. E. H1. GRAY: At any rate, that

is my opinion and experience. In this in-
stance, the police were absolutely neutral.
When Mr. Brown interjected that it had
been a bloodless strike, Dr. Saw retored,
"Bloodless, owing to the arimmic. action of
of the Government." I am sorry Dr. Saw
is not present because I wished to ask him
whether he was serious when he made that
interjection. I thought that spirit had died
out of our public life.

Ron. J. AV. Kirwan: Dr Saw said that it
was bloodless in the sense that the actions
of the Government had been anfemie. He
did not mean it in the way you infer.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: That is the only
construction I could put on the interjection.

Eon. J1. W. Kirwan; What he meant
was that tile Government wvere anaemic in
their attitude towards the strike.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Yes, but he said it
was bloodless, because of the aniemie action
of the Government.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Does not that bear
out -what I say? He did niot mean what
you inferred. He did not mean that be
wished blood had been spiilt.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: At any rate, I think
mnine is a commnonsense interpretation to be
placed upon the interjection.

Hon. J1. W. Kirwan: I think you are
qute4 wrong.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: If hon. members
say I am wrung, I shall be pleased to ae-
knowledge it.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:- I am sure Dr. Saw
did not mnean it in the way you infer.

Hon. E. H. GR3AY: I desired to refer
to this matter because I could not believe
that any public mtan would make such a
statement. I hope Dr. Saw will take the
opp)ortu~nity to explain that interjection.
Myv experience is that owing to the Govern-
ments of the day in the past imot under-
standing the working class conditions, they
always tised the police against the strikers
and so created trouble. That state of af-
fairs does not now% exist, and T? sincerely
believe that in the last industrial trouble the
prestige of the polic was increased and the
loan in the street has now a greater respect
tor tile po lice force than ever before. I
have pleasure in supporting the motion.

On motion 6bv Honi. H. Seddon, debate
adjonirned.

House adjourned at 5.55 p~.m.

Tuesday, 18th August, 1925.

Queslloh:- Emlt Mawktn l~ttion
Fencing, Federal astumq

Bills: Divorce Act Asaeodrwent, Is.
Cttinoe luniclpJa nach Trust, It

Address-to -reply, eighth dlay.. ..

The SPEAKER took the
p.m., and read prayers.
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Chair at 4.30

QUESTION-FRUIT MARKETING
LEGISLATION.

M1r. SAM3PSON (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agricultuire :-Is the state-
ment relating, to fruit marketiag, published
in the "Mt. Barker District News," and
which appears in this morning's issue of the
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"WVest Australian," authentic? In this it is
stated that Ministerial assurance has been
given that the proposed Fruit Marketing
Bill will be a compulsory measure?

The Premier: Do you expect the Minister
to tell you what his Bill is going to contain?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: The matter bus not yet been deter-
mined by Cabinet.

QUESTION-FENCING, FEDERAL
ASSISTANCE.

Mr. LATIIAMI (without notice) asked
the Premnier: In view of thle statement of
the Federal Treasurer in his Budget Speech
of August 13th, that legislation would be
introduced during the present session of the
Federal Parliament to provide for loans to
States to advance to settlers muney to erect
vermin-proof fences, will he anticipate the
referred to legislation by calling for appli-
cations froni settlers requiring assistance,
and thus expedite the construction of such
fences, so Jprotecting settlers and the State
from losses which must accrue unless ur-
gently dealt with?

The PREMIER replied: I am not able
to give a definite answer, but the whole mat-
ter of assisting settlers in respect of vermin
is now under consideratiou by the Govern-
ment.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
I., Divorce Act Amendment.

Introduced by Mr. Mann.

2, Cottesloe Municipal Beach Trust.
Introduced by Mr. North.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Eighth Day.

Debate resumed from the 13th August.

MR. CHESSON (Cue) [4.371: It is very
gratifying for supporters of the government
to be able to point to the sound state of the
finances. It does not leave much room for
Opposition criticism. The late Government
left a deficit of £178,000, and the present
Government have reduced that by £120,000,
and so the deficit to-day stands at £58,000.
The present Government have shown econ-
onmy in the administration of their depart-

ments. Of course, if all the wants and re-
quirements put before us by members were
to be met, there would be no opportunity
for further reducing- the deficit. Undoubt-
edly some credit for the improved finances
can be given to the bumper harvest of
24,000,000 bushels of wheat. Then there
has been the increased revenue derived by
the railways from timber for export, and
indeed, from all commodities carried. The
pastoral industry is now beginning to re-
cover from the drought. Recently I visited
the Murchison, in company with the Min-
ister for M1ines. Everywhere we went the
pastoralists eulogised the Government for
their action in reducing the railway freight
on starving stock during the drought, when
the pastoralists %vere asked to pay freight
only one way. It gave those in the industry
an opportunity to send their starving stock
down to Mullewa and other places where
feed was abundant, so minimising their
losses. Had not the Government come to
the assistance of the pastoralists; in that way,
probably the greater number of the sheep
on the Murchison would have been lost.
'Whatever the concession may have cost the
Government, there can be no doubt it will
comec back to them twenity-fold within a
few years. Pastoralists alongside the rail-
ways took full advantage of the concession,
but some others at a distance from the line
neglected the consigning of their sheep un-
til the sheep were in so bad a condition that
they could not be moved, and so were lost
outright. Those losses are greatly to be
regretted, but no doubt the industry
wvill recover. During our trip we
found that pastoral property was chang-
ing hands at big figures. All over the
Murchison pastoralists from other States
were purchasing properties and spending
large sums of money on their development
and stocking. Everywhere 'ye found sta-
tions once used as cattle runs now being
turned into sheep pastures. The outside
vermin boards are making a, big fight
against the dingoes, and arc gradually ex-
terminating them. The pastoradists them-
selves are experts in dealing- with these
dogs , and never move about the country
without a supply of bait and laying it.
Their attentions are not confined to their
own holdings, but they go out into the
cattle runs and Crown lands and carry on
the work of extermination. The dingoes
comne in across the Nullabor Plains and
follow the Great 'Western railway, receiving
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fl uid Ihrous01 tile medium or the -abbi ts.
'Tey colme it great numbers hurt the people

fillti te outer fringe of set tlemnt are fight-
iurthem. and in this vav aire protecting

the stock belonging to the people inside.
They are doing a great work onl behalf of
thle State. I am glad to note front the
Sj.eecu that reforestation hns 110w definitely
emerged from time experimental stage, and
that time State will, in Nears to come, be
independenit of' Outsidle softwood supplies.
1In the 'West A ustralijan of I ith August
last there is an arutic-le dealing with thle
,'ft wcoo& of the world, and the views of
lie Prime Minuister concerning the matter.

The article is as followvs:
..]here h-,s recently come into my hands,' said

thte Prime Minister (Mr. S. M. Bruice) to-clay, "an
official bulletin of the Queensland Forest Service
entitled 'the Soft wood Prablem in Queensland,'"
written lis Mr. V. Omrnninff, which, as its title
shows, deals pri n'srily with the Queenslancd posi-
tion. The facts and figures produced, the argu-
mtents developed, and the conclusions am-ived at

are of such national importance that all interested
in the v-ital question of forestryv should study this

'valIuable breelut-c
' We have always rezarded Queensland and in

less degree Northern New South W~alcs, as holding
eOu- great re~relvs of such softwood, As hoop and
ilunya pine so it comes as a shock to read that
there are only 800,000,000 superficial feet of pine
timber standing in Queensland, and at the rate of
cutting this mature tinmber will last eight years.-
More titan half the cut comes from priv-ate pro-
perty. so even were the Forest Service Of Queens-
land to restrict the cutting in Crown forests, the
life of Australia's proudear sof tweeds would not be
greatly increased.

Mr. Crenning says:-- Previous to the war
Queensland supplied her own softwood require-
ments, and was able to export several million
superficial feet per annum to other States, Now
the demand has exceeded the supply, and Queens-
land will inmport a greater quantity of softwood
every year. Fortunately, as will be shown later,
there is every prospect of securing our re, nire-
ments-at an ever-inereasing cost, however -from
overseas for many years to come, though not in-
definitely. Against the threatened shortage of
overseas supplies in the future we must prepare,
and the only possible method is by establishing
plantations. Unless we make a serious effort to
foricast the future situation and to meet that
situation, we will fail in our duty.'

-- There is the position and there is the remedy,
and what is true for Queensland is douibly true for
all other States, for none has her advantages in
softwoods lint all most depend entirely on im-
ports. Mr. (kenning then goes on to set out
Australia's position, and shlows that fl00,000,000
superficial feet of sawn softwood was consumed
on the continent in 1913 ; that during the war it
declined to 25!9,000.000 superficial feet, but since
then it has inereased rapidly, and it is expected
that the 1913 figure will shortly he eclipsed. In
1920-21 the cost of the importation of essential
softwoords was £14,270 per day. We must have
softwood ; the demand will increase rather than

decrease. An inceased utilisation of secondary
species and hardwoods will alleviate the situation
to a certain extent. Soitwoods, are necessary, and
the only way to make certain of future supplies is
by, plantation.

fl ow long shall we be able to import timber ?
Can we grow our softwood plantations fin lime
before thle famine arrives ? These two questions
require at rareful review of the world's softwood
resources to enalble nn answer to he fernmed. The
bulletin goes into the resources of each country
as follows :-Canada : Stand of softwood saw logs,
.56,330,00,000 cub~ic feet : annual utilisation,
4,000,000,000 cubic feet. U.S.A. : The position is
more serious. Only 137,000,000 acres of the
original 522,000,000 acres of forest remain, and
56,000,000,000 cubic feet are being cut a year,
which is morm than four times the estimated
growth. Already she is dependent on Canada
for two-thirds of her news print. Of the ex.
isting stand of saw tindeor in the United
States of America, estimated at 1,830,000,000.000
stlperlieisl feet, 65 per cent. is located in
thle Pacilic Coast States and -,%aska. Of this,
1,214,000,000,000 sujerl cial feet only 10.000.000,

000 superficial feet is cut annually. This rcut will
naturally increase to supply thc ever-growing die-
mand in the East. Again, Australia is as close to
this main source of supply as the Eastern markets.
Europe : Total stand of softwoods, 285,000,000,000
cubic feet. The total annual utilisation of soft-
woods exceeds by 2,250,000.000 cubic feet the
annual increment of the forests (28 cubic feet per
acre per year). There are only three countries
with a surplus-Sweden, Finland, And Montenregro.
The others do not produce enough for their own
requirements. Siberia :Resources unknown.

"Summing the position up, Australia should be
able to secure hier softwood requirements for at
least thirty years from the West Coast of U.S.A.
and Canada. Mr. Greenling points out the pea
sible necessity of the Commonwealth Government
embarking on a planting scheme so that Australia's
requirements may he produced most economically
by growing the most desirable species over large
areas of localities most suited to their develop-
ment,

"VWhat has Australia clone to date ? The
Figures giving areas of plantations are vecry de.
pressing reading :-Niet South Wales, 8 square
miles ; Victoria, 21 square miles ; Queensland, 2
square miles ;South Australia, 40 square miles;
Western Australia, 25 square. mil"s ; total, 73
square miles. During the yoar 1922-23 Seven
square inlet were laid down. The area we should
plant annually to meet our future requirements is
40 square miles.

-- The Queensland Forestry Service is to be con
gratulated for having set out so clearly the position
in that State, and I can only hope that the lesson
this little bulletin teaches will bie learnit by the
other States, whose opportunities for growing
first-class softwoods are as great as those of Queens-
land. In the matter of the two Federal territories
that enjoy temperate climates plans are being laid
to plant tip areas that will more than satisfy the
reuuirements of thle expected population in years
to come in those territories."

Mr. plrnce concluded by pointing out that forestry
is rapidly growing beyond the confines laid down
by State boundaries. The warnings of this bulle-
tin show clearly that it is only by'a well-directed
and co-ordiniated scheme-that the timber famine
that confronts us can be averted. The Federal
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Government is prepared at .11 times to co-operate
with the 'State in matters that con.0c the whole
Commonwealth, and it views the present forestry
situation as one of the most important of the
nationa1 problem to be solved. It proposes by
the establishment of the Commonwealth School of
Forestry to provide the means for training the
necessary personnel to carry out this great task.

It must look to the States each to do their part, as
they have control of the land to ho sflorested.

The importance of this subject is so great
that I think the article should appear in
"Hansard." I have r-ead a good deal of the
evidence taken by the Royal Commission
ap~pointed to inquire into group settlement,
and the recommendations and- summaries; of
the position. I consider the report is in
accordance with the evidence. It is a valu-
able document. A lot of evidence has been
collected, and a comparison has been made
with the methods adopted in this State and
in Victoria, New South Wales, and New
Zealand. In the opinion of the ' Commission
the scheme was commenced without proper
preparations being made for the migrants.
The idea was to settle people in the South-
West. It was a good one, but I do think
we wvent into it before adequate prepara-
tions were made. Mary migrants were
coming to these shores, and it was the duty
of the Government of the day to see that
they weore placed. As pointed out by the
Commission, the idea first was to give these
migrants some training in practical farm-
ing, but that had to be abandoned. When
people are brought from the Old Country to
new surroundings and new work, there arc
bound to be many failures amongst them.
That only stands to reason. A man brought
uip in one walk of life is frequently not a
success in another walk. Mlany of our
migrants did not possess the necessary train-
ing for agriculture, and in consequence have
proved failures on the groups. I agree with
the Commission that the scheme was launched
without proper preparation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What sort of
preparation do you suggest?

Mr. CHESSON: Provision should have
been mnade for adequate training of the
migrants. For example, a migrant could not
be expected to prove a success from the start
when put on clearing heavy timber. If a
number of men are placed together on a
group, never having seen each other before,
there are bound to be among them some
polers, some who care nothing about the
sustenance.

Hon. Sir .Jamnes Mitchell: A good many
of the settlers were our own people.

Mr. CHESSON: Even our own people.
placed on a group and finding there men
unfit for the work, will be dissatisfied. If
one or two members of a group lag behind,
it has at bad effect on thc whole group. Many
of the mnigrants are of excellent type, but
they have been brought up as mechanics or
aritsans, and their economic value is largely
lost when they are put to work as farm lab-
onrers. The Commission point out that, ac-
cording to the experience of the Eastern
States, a dairy fannuer must have a minimum
of 20 milking cows, and this means a herd
of 30 cows and heifers. The Commission
also state that the area allocated to the group
settler is too small. One cowv to three acres
means 00 acres cleared or partly cleared.
The member for Sussex (M1r. Barnard) criti-
cised the evidence taken from officials. My
candid opinion is that the evidence of the
supervisors was the best evidence that could
be obtained as to clearing and as to the gen-
eral lines of policy laid down by the Govern-
ment. The trouble was that the supervisors
had no power to dispense with an unsuitable
man, or with a man who would not make an
effort. Mfen of that description had to be
earnied hrv the group. The man in chiarge
of a job should not-bc there at all if he has
not power to discharge an unsatisfactory
worker. The supervisor should be the best
judge as to whether the men are doing a fair
day's work or making a real effort.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But if he. dis-
charged anyone, he might be declared hlack.

Mr. CHESSON: The man who is merely
poling represents nothing hut a bloodsucker.
The Commission also point out that the
agreement between the State Government and
the Imperial and Commonwealth Govern-
ments is unsatisfactory. That is proved by
the alterations which have been made in the
original agreement. We are still out for
further improvements.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We want more
liberal terms.

Mr. CHESSON: Certainly.
Mr. Latham: The agreement was in this

House for two years without any objection
being raised to it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You do not want
any migrants at all.

Mr. CHESSON: I have no objeetibn what-
ever to migrants of the right type.
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lion. Sir James _Nitchell: What is the
right type?

M1r. CIIESStJN: -Not men who have been
living on charity, or on doles, but men pre-
pared to strike out as 'air forefathers did.
I care not whether such men be miners,
sailors, fishermen, or agriculturists. In this
young country we want meni of initiative and
who are pirepared to work hard. We do not
want men who have been in receipt of doles.

M1r. Latham: That is a very unfair re-
mark. Britain had either to give her unem-
ployed doles, or let them starve.

I-on. Sir James Mitchell: It is a mans
misfortune, anti not his fault, when he has
to take dtoles.

Mr. CHESSON: The man who has been
receiving a dole for some time has deterio-
rated. No man works because lie likes work;
hie works becase it is compulsory in order
to obtain a living. The Commission further
draw attention to the fact that in the Bus-
seltou district 81,000 acres of alienated
land were drained by the Uovernmeat. They
contend that there is no possible chance of
(lhe State being recouped for its expenditure
in diaiiiing that area of I:rivittely owned land
uinless Parliament passes legislation for the
purposJe. I recog-nise that the Commission's
iniuns are in accordance with the evidence.
it was open to any person who chose to do
so to give evidence before the Commission;
and if people complain now about the evi-
dent e, the fault lies with themselves. They
kid the opportunity of giving evidence. If
the Commission had not taken evidence from
the snpctihors, they would have been Jacking
in their duty.

Mr, Sampson: Did you read page 214 of
the evidence?7

Mr. CUESSON: I read a good portion of
it. Another matter I wish to refer to is the
sandalwood industry. I have arrived at the
conclusion that the goldfields area on which
sandalwood is obtained should he earmarked
for the benefit of worn-out miners and pros-
pectors, In view of the number of applica-
tions from miners and prospectors that are
made every year, the quantity of sandalwood
to be pulled, 1,500 tons, is not anything like
sufficient to allow each applicant an alloca-
tion of tive tons.

Mr. Panton: Only about 1,000 tons of
sandalwood are being pulled now, not 1,500.

'Mr. CHESSOX:. At this moment there are
already fully 100 applications lodged
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with the Mines. Department for permits
to cut sandalwood next year. The
applications h ia ve beets made on the
principle of getting in early. Genuine
prospectors and miners inter' iew goldtields
members dine after time for the purpose
of securing prnnitsi. One gets the neces-
sarv railers for the inaii, and he makes
his app~licationi, but only to find that the
whlie of the tonnage for the year has been
aheady abisorbied. Before teng- there will be
little sandalwood left in Western Australia,
an(] the refore somecthing- shonid be done to
I rovide! for worn-out miners and prosp1)ec tors.
It would he a _,enerous act to reserve for
such mnen the sanilalwood on the g-oldflelds
-ireas., Another matter that affects my con-
stituperv is; the Traflc Bill that was before
Parliaiemt last sess;ion. It was amended
alonz lines sug~ested by the select committee
to which it was referred. We know what
happened in the Legislative Council towards
the end of the session. Ta effect, they passed
the schedulec to the Bill only, and thus taxa-
tion was imposed, leaving the rest of the
measuire to stand aside. 'he extra taxation
affe, ts those concerned with the carting- of
ore to the State batteries. They have to
keel) the battery going during the period
when crushing operations are undertaken,
and the tax which bears heavily upon those
engaged in the carting has to be passed on
to the inspectors. I recognise. that the
Government have requested the Council to
further consider the Bill, which is to be
treated as a lapsed Bill, and if that is done,
some relief mnay be afforded. I hope the Bill
will he passed along the lines suggested by
this House when the measure was sent to the
Council for endorseament. As to the mining
industry generally, I trvelled with the 'Minis-
ter for Mines throughout the Murchison gold-
fields. I congratulate the members of the
Ministry on the fact that during the recess
they have visited practically every part of
Western Australia. The Minister for -Mines
visited almost the whole of the mining
areas of the State with the exception, of
course, of those in the 'North-West. flaring-
the 3Minister's trip through the Mlurchison he
drew attention to the -relief granted to the
wining industry in the taxation measures
last se ssion and emphasised that the income
tax would be imposed only on profits and
that new capital would be exempt from taxa-
tion until the amount subscribed by the share-
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holders had been returned. Those announce-
msents, together with those relating to the re-
Auction in railway freights, met with the
approval of the people outback, especially
those concerned in iningil operations. They
realised how they lied been penalised in the
past because, when they endeavoured to
bring their p~lant uip to date, they were taxed
practically on develo))ment. Then the sub-
sidy on eartage to the State battery
has had a beneficial effect. At present if
a show is 30 miles from a State bat-
tery, the Government sulbsidise the
earlage to the extent of 25s. a ton,
which means that the prospector has to
pay only 5s. a ton. This affords the pros-
pector an opportunity to develop his oxvii
proposition, if it is more than 30 miles
away from a State battery, without hav-
ing- to give an option over the show. Tt
also means that developmeont will be encour-
aged and then the Government will be in a
position to know whether the erection of a
State battery, if requested for one of these
centres, is justified or not. There is also
a chance that, as a result of this subsidy,
somne of the snore distaint. propositions
may be developed into another Kalgoorlie.
If that were done, it would provide the best
immigration agent Western Australia could
have. We would not require help at the
other end, because the right elaus of people
wruld come here, just ais peoplec of energy
an' initiative flocked to Weszon Aus~tralia
in the boom days. M\ueh is aci done for
tO.e prospectors by the State Prospecting
Board. The mnember for Coolgardic (Mrr.
J.--tmbert) and myself are members of Phe
board, and if any genuine prospector ad-
vances a claimi for assistance, he is not turned
down. I have a statement relating to the
money allocated and other particulars re-
garding the operations of the hoard during
the last six months of the financial year
ended 30th June, 1925. It is as follows:-

The State Prospecting Bo, rd contilnued to assist
prespeetdrs with the grantinig of sustenance, ex-
plosives, railway fares, freight, and the loan of
turn-outs and tools for prospcting in approved
localities. The central hoard was guided. In the
recommendations of the Advisory Boards at Kad-
goorlie and Alt. Magnet, for prospectors desiring
assistance from those centresg. From the incep-
tion of the-board, en the 1st Septeniber, 1919, to
the 31st December, 1924, assistance was granted
to '711 parties, comprising 1,191 men at a cost of
£28,2652 iMs. TOd. For the six monthis ended 30th
June, 1925., 70 parties, compriming- 108 men, were
assisted, and 45 applications for extension were
granted, on the recommendation of the board, at

a cost of £2,810 10s. 10d, 'l'hk amnount was aip-
portioned as follows

I£ sd,
Rations...........766 7 8
Hire, horses 1921 0 11
Hire, camels..........34 15 9
Purc'sasa of equipment ... 91 16 1
Freight .. 25 16 .3
Fa res .. 38 18 7
Explosives.......... 33 0 It
Miscellaneous .. .. 16.5 19 3
State Prospecting -Party,

No. 5............. 121 5 10
State Prospecting Party),,

N\o. 6....... 340 99

£2,810 ]0 10

This makes a total of 781 parties comprising
1,299 meii assisted, at a, total cost of £31,063 Ois.

8d., since the inception of the hoard. In addition
1 4,131 l~s. 2d. has been spent on live prospecting
parties controlled by the board. During the six
months ended 30th June, 1925, 19 applications
were refused and four were withdrawn. In somie
cases where assistance was refused it -was because
the applications did not come within the scope
of the board's powers. During- the early part of
the year, the whole of the goldfields areas were
suffering from the effects ofa prolonged drought.
For this reason alone the board were reluctantly
compelled to refuse somec of the. applications made.
During February, good rains fell in the North-
West and Murehison- and fair in other parts of the
goliields. lAter, further rains beneited these
localities. and monre especially the Eastern gold-
tields, where the rain had previously been in-
sufficient. Some of the assisted prospectors have
been successful in finding gold during the six
months and some of the returns are as shown
hereunder-

17513/23
936/24

137-5 /24

1441 /23

335 /22
5331 P4

1721/23
4 16 /23

1621/22
1702/22

-Tones: XV. ...-
MHartyn, WV.
Nyborg, A. it1.
Allen, W... -I

I-
Seliter, A.
Curtis & Deeble..
'Rogers & Oliver..
Heffrnan & Swan-f

son -.-.

O'Brien, AV . ..
Bankier & AfeParlin

tons.
16

37.75
Dollied

Alluvial
9
3
9

25
3

Dollied
Dollied
Alluvial

058.
61-56
26-7
47-56
90-7
18-6
30
9-6
20

108-28
44 -25

104
63t-1I

Good prospects hare been reported by le-isrs,
Hollow & Heaton, 60 miles S.W1. of Southern
Cross, Jieffernan & Swanson at ]3armambis, and
Gessner & 1-uffa, at IKurnalpi. Refunds were
mnade during- the six months by-

Allen, Win.
Nyhorg, A. P.
]Iefferan & Swan-

son ..-. ...

R1ough, D. E. A-
Asher, J.....

£ a- d,
34 13 4 ]Xoogardie.
21 2 0 Taurus.

162 10 0 ]Xoorambie.
13 0 0 Mt. 'Magnet.

4 10 0 St. Ives.

Assistance had been granted to prospectors in
all parts of the State, although the majority of
applications were from prospectors in the Eastern
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and Murchison goldields. At the 30th June,
they were located as follows-

North-W~est..
3iirehiwn.,
Northern . ..
Eastern ..
Southern ..

Parties. MIen.
12

.30 .. 48
4 .. i

115

Or the 77 parties mentioned above, one had a
turn-ant oaky, live had turn-outs and tools, 10 had
turn-outs, tools and sustenance, five had sus-
teniance and tools, four had sustenance and turn-
out, live had tools only, and 47 had sustenance
only. During the period under review, the board
assisted a party of prospectors by the i')a' of aL
boat and eqtuipment, als0 sustenance fur pros-
pecting en the Kimberley coast. Owing to a,
disagreement in the party, the board would not
allow any of then to proceed beyond Itoubourat-,
Where the expedition was Obandonepd. Tlhe cost
Of this pyarty was £340 9s. 9d., hut by thu sale: of
the boat and the stores, is was hoped that the
ultimate cost would be comparatively small. A
further practical test having been made with the
hand-boring plant, it was considered suitable for
the work required to be performed by it. These
machines are now available for loan to prospectors.

With regard to hiand boring plants, four of
these have been made available. They are
fairly light and weigh about 3Olbs. It is
possible to bore to a depth of S0ft. or more.
I know of one instane In thre 'Murehison
where the boring was taken dowvn to a depth
of 2Sf t. This method "will prrove a big boon.
to prospectors because we realise thme ditli-
eulties. owing to thre geological formation in
various parts of Western Ao.-tralia. There
is a cement that occurs in depths varying
from aft. to S0ft. and with the aid of the
hand borers the prospector can get through
the cement and maty possibly locate the
source whence gold occurrences have been
shied. I fRel satisfied that the plant
will prove efficient and that it will be greatly
utilised by prospectors. We have one on
trial at Cue, one has been operating at
Afeekatharra and others on the Eastern gold-
fields, so there will be opportunities to sub-
ject it to a thorough test. During tho M1in-
isterial tour of the outer goldfields we visited
the huge manganese deposit at Horseshoe.
Prior to that I had no idea or it- magnitude.
The directors should certainly have no diffi-
culty in securing the necessary capital to de-
velop the Proposition. If the railway is built
they can look forward to ma~ny years of
quarrying to supply the wants not only of
Australia, but also of the world from this
one deporit. Through the courlesy of the
member for Coolgardie (.1r. Lamnbert) I

have seen particulars of the assays. Samples
of the ore have been sent to Germany and
oilier parts of the world, and certain assays
have been made in Australia. These have
proved satisfactory, and the extent of the
deposit is likewise satisfactory. The peopl,
from Geraldtou northwards are seized witlt
the importance of assisting to develop this
deposit, realising that big, exportations of
manganese will mean much to the port of
Gcraldtou. TIhe people of the Mlurc-hison can
be relied upun to support Lhe proposition.
Aliluna was another place visited. There a
majority of the leaseliolde2rs are awaiting
the results of operations on the Uwalia Con-
sulidated lenses, where a shaft hias, been suink
to Sooft. and erosscuts liave been put in.
What thie values are, we do not know, but if'
they prove satisfactory, Viluna will do mdiueli
to revive the mining industry. Twelve
miles fromt Wiluna we visited Cole's Find.
From that district a ]argc tonnage of ore
has been treated at \rjlui, and has given
good results. The field is a promising one.
We visited Mt. Vernon and inspected a lot
of surface shows in various stages of de-
velopment. Though wrater was miet with at
shallow depts, the shows gave! prospects of
good results. The farther cut we travelled,
the more we realised how wonderfuli had been
the work of thie pioneers who struck into
those distant parts so many years ago,
Wherever I went, I camne across men who
had been associated with the 'Murchison in
its early days. Stich men were to he found
working at Mt. Vernon, MUt. GJrey, and on
the farthest out goldfields, still hoping to
strike something rich to provide for their
old age. A lot of these men eventually end
their days in the Old Mfen's Home; others
receive the old age pension ac-d continue to
live in the district. If some of the latter hap-
pen to go into a town and get a glass too
much of grog, the Comnmonwealth1 authorities
do not lose an opportunity to stop their
penisions.

Mr. Taylor: It is not much of a crime.
Mr HSO:No. 'I blame the police

who take action against them. If a man hap-
pens to be a wealthy squatter, the police get
a motor car and send him home. The un-
fortunate miner without means, however, is
run into the watebbouse, brought before the
court and fined perhaps 5s. After having
been fined a couple of times, the Common-
wealth cut off the pension. Something should
be done to get the Commonwealth deputy in
this State to adopt a more reasonable inter-
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pretation of the Act, because the whole
blame for cutting- off' the p~ensions rests withi
him. !A nother li eld visited wit., Ilcedy s, situ-
ated in my electorate. 'Ibis is a very pro-
nisinig show, and I am prepared to stake my
wailling j udgmnent that it will prove success-
fill. it isa io~elmt lo nll iiind is wvell de-
veloped. Thle shaft and w iizes have been
sunk to close onl 2001t. aani drives have been
extended 4001t., and the values along the
whole lode are good. \\'flat the mine needs
is up-to-date pilant. There is no doubt tut
Reedy's "~iii prove to lie Clii: of the best
propositions onl tile Mlurchisun. I am in ac-
cord with much of the report of the Royal
Commissioner appointed to inquire into the
mining industry. It would have been im-
possible to obtain a similar report from any
mining at in Western A21ilstraiia. Mr.
Kingsley 'Thomas was quite independent of
local c~onpanies anid the repo i lie presen ted
is indeed a valuabie one. Ilu, Commiissioner
pointed out how heavy were the overhead
costs of the various mines wg the Boulder
district, especially in the matter of staff and
management in London. It has to be remem-
bered that while one ciass of treatmnent plant
is suitabie for ore in the oxide zone, quite
a different class of plant is required to treat
ore from the sulphide zone. In many in-
stlances large quantities of stone containing
no values whatever have been milled in order
to reduce results. Anyone with any know-
ledge of mining knows that every truck of
stone put into the mill carries with it a
ertain anmount of gold into the residues.
The Commissioner has pointed out how this
sort of thing operates against the industry.
lie also emphasised the necessity for instal-
ling up-to-date treatment plant and adopt-
ing better methods. He strongly condemned
the system of shrinkage stopling. The Com-
missioner took exception to the big overhead
charges and the statements he made pro-
bably hurt some of the mining men. After
all, honest criticism must hurt somebody.
We ourselves are often criticised and we
know that we do not always take it too
kindly. Comparisons were made between
the work done in South Africa and that
carried on in Western Australia. The Com-
missioner said that the lodes were much
easier to work in Western Australia. In
South Africa, he pointed out that they were
practically conglomerate, comprising all
sorts of stone cemented together and water-
worn. We all know from practical exper-
ience that in soft country you often come

across hard stone, and then it is not always
possible to make much progress. By boring
holes one often got "fitchered," *hich meant
hav ing to start afresh. We are aware that
taxation hit the mining industry pretty
heavily until relief came from both Federal
aind] State Governments. All new capital
invested will now be free from taxation
until such time as the shareholders get it
hack. The report of the Commissioner is a
valuable document and will be referred to
by all in)ing mien, because it goes thor-
oughily into the industry. I commend the
Minister for having appointed Mr. Kingsley
Tlhomas..T congratulate the Government on
their intention to introduce a Bill to amend
the Electoral Act, which wvill ensure every-
one becoming enrolled. Often people are
asked whether they are on the roil and they
reply in the affirmative, hut onl examining
one roll it is f'ound that the name is not
there, and that the individual has, perhaps,
seen the other roll, on which the name ap-
peaired. One roil should he sufficient for all
purposes. The Workers' Compensation
Bill, which was passed last session, is ap-
preciated and is regarded as the best of
its kind in Australia. I do not wish to say
anything further athtis stage; there will be
other opportunities when the measures re-
ferred to in the Speech come before us.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [5.50] : The time
honoured custom of debating the Address-
in-reply gives members an opportunity to
bring under notice a number of matters of
public interest, and also to refer to the sins
of omission and commission of the Govern-
mnut in power. It is a good thing that
members are able to do this, because they
can talk freely and frankly, and tell the
Government, and through the Government
the country, what in their opinion should,
or should not, be done for the well-being of
tile State. Members are paid for attending
to their parliamentary duties; when I say
"paid," I do not think any member will
admit that the salary he receives for the
work that he does in discharging manifold
public duties is commensurate with that
work.

Members: Hear, hear!
Mr. STUBBS: On this subject I read in

a newspaper a warning to members of Par-
liament not to attempt to increase their sal-
aries without a mandate from the people.
I say without hesitation that the miserable
pittance now paid to members in this Par-
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lininent does not compensate them even for
thuir out-of-pocket expenses. I do not know
what is in the minds of members in this
Chamber with regard to the subject, but if
a member thinks that his salary is really
comnmensurate with the work he does, then,
he does not rate himself at a very high value.
1 understand that in nearly all the Eastern
States members are paid on a much more
liberal scale than is the position in Western
Australia. We must remember, too, that
nearly all the Eastern States arc much more
compact than is Western Australia. Mem-
bers' constituencies are more "getatable,"
and whereas it may take them merely a few
hours to reach one's home, in Western Aus-
tralia it may require the greeter part of a
day or longer. In such circumstances a
mecmber if ofteny compelled to maintain two
hornes for a period of half the year, during
which Parliament is sitting. The time is
ripe for the people of the State to recognise
that the salaries paid to members in this
State is inadequate. A great deal has
been said in the course of tlhe debate
about the financial position. 1, too, am
glad to be able to say it is the most satis-
factory we have had for a number of years,
after having battled hard against circum-
stances over which Governments and members
have had no control. Every member, no
mnatter what his political creed, must be satis-
fied that then State has turned the corner at
last. In my judgment the cause of the past
year's satisfactory balance sheet was due to
two reasons. The first was the bountiful
harvesit of nearly 24,000,000 bushels. This
briugs the thought to my mind that it seems
only ; yesiterday when Western, Australia was
imj orting- from South Australia and Vic-
toria nearly all the flour for its require-
meats. Contrast that with the 61/ million
pounds worth of wheat that has just been
raised in the State. When I decided to leave
Victoria to come over here, my' employer said

Iwas going to a land of sand. and that 1,
would soon be glad to return. I have never
regetted my coming to Western Australia.
It only shows the ippnoranice of the people of
the Eastern States'. Oar last season's har-
vest is not by any means likely to he the apex
of the State's wheat production. I venture
to declare that in the next 10 years the wheat
output will he 25 per cent. greater than it is
to-day. and that it will be grown in a safe-
rainfall zone. Lying to the east of the spur
line from the Great Southern is an immense

tract of Crown land. Tens of thousands of
acres of that land is first class.

ion. WV. D). Johnson: Hundreds of thous-
ands.

Mr. STfUBBS: Adjoining that land there
is a big aiea of second and third class land.
The railway from Lake Grace to Newdegate
is almost completed. I trust the member for
x il.-arn (2_ir. Corboy), in whose electorate
'Newdegate lies, will forgive me for referring
to it. I really thought it was in may elec-
torate until three years ago. The Govern-
muent have sent surveyors out and the area
ls been, classified into 1,000-acre blocks of
first class land. No account was taken of the
enormous area of really good malice country,
which is capable of growing millions of
bushels of wheat. 'The old idea that a farner
in this State must have at least 1.000 acres
of first class land and 1,500 acres of second
or third class land to be able to make a living
is no longer held. A number of men got
land hungry and in consequence to-day there
are to be foun.] down the Great Southern,
within easy distance of the railway, i-cry,
mnany blocks of land that have not even been
ron!'r. A Bill to make such men Iut their land
to I roper uIse, or alternatively pay an in-
creased land tax, would have may hearty sup-
port. But the point I want to emphasise is
that in the survey of the areas east of Newde-
gate I hope the old-time idea of 2,000 acres
of first-class land will he supplanted by a
rule of G00 or 700 acres of first-class land,
with a balance of second-class land. I also
wish to impress upon members the fact that,
-side by side with wheat growing, dairying
can be profitably carried on by those who
will give it the necessary time and energy.
One of the reasons why the wheat farmer has
not gone in for dair 'ving is that cows have to
be fed and milked. Still, all those who have
varried on dairying as a side line have earned
an extra £2 or £3 per week over and above
their wheat returns. Another advantage that
the aericultural areas have over the South-
West is that for two or three months in every
year little or no nourishment is contained in
the native g-rasses of the South-West. This,
I understand, is owing to climatic asperities
such as cold nights. On the other hand, in the
district east of the Great Southern and in
other wheat districts, the grasses never get a
setback, from the time the first rains fall
in April. Two or three years ago I stood up
in the House and told the then Premier, Sir

323



324 [ASSEMBLY.)

James Mitchell, that the dairying industry
was of very great value and that I thought,
apart altogether from the scheme for de-
veloping- the South-West, every Government
should assist all those prepared to go in for
dairying. I said then that if money were set
aside for the establishment of group settle-
ments in the wheat belt it would be greatly
to the advancement of the State. I am still
of the opinion that had the Government spent
in the wheat belt but half the amount already
spent on group settlements in the South-
WVest, it would have gone far towards elinm-
ating for all time the enormous wastage re-
presented by money scnt out of the State for
dairy produce. In the Governor's Speech a
prominent place is given to agriculture. Con-
trast that with the practice of a few years

0-go, when everybody talked mining. Alas,
history has a knack of repeating itself. Ali-
ing centres in the older States have been
worked out, and now the industry in this
State has been on the steady decline for some
time past. More than thut, it has been re-
vealed that a short-sighted policy wvas
adopted in Western Australia, just as in the
Eastern States, namely, that of paying divi-
dends as fast as possible without making any
adequate provision for the development of
further discoveries. It is of no use locking
the stable door when the horse has gone. I
bore the Government will not only continue
the practical encouragement of the industry'
as in the past, hut will actually increase that
encouragement as represented in monetary
assistance; for we cannot forget that it was
the gold- mining industry that gave us our
first lift. Although I represent an agricul-
tural electorate, I yield to no one in my
claim that the mining industry must be re-
suscitated, and I am sure that any measure
brought. down with that object in view will
receive the support of every member of the
House. The p~astoral industry in the North-
West has been another wonderful asset to
the State. I notice that the Government are
endeavouring to improve the shipping service
on the North-West coast by the purchase of
an up-to-date steamer. That brings me to
an important point in relation to Western
Australia's future. We have a territory
almost self contained. We can grow fruit
better than that produced in any other part
of Australia, and we have a profitable mar-
ket at our very doors. Yet we allow the
Americans, coming from thousands of miles

away, to capture the market that geographic-
ally belongs to us! Why should we allow the
Americans to supply fruit and vegetables to
Java, only two or three days run from us,
and to send to Singapore and the Malay
States flour that should be supplied by us? I
am hopeful that the new boat will be
able to do the journey North in about
half the time now occupied, which is 18 days
from Fremnontle to Singapore. if the trip
could be done in nine days every grower of
vegetables in the M\inister for Works's elec-
torate would find a ready and highly profit-
able market in Java and Singapore. If we
arc to successtully earr' out the migration
scheme-which I am plad to know the Gov-
ernment have decided to continue-then we
must find markets for the produce to be
grown in Western Australia. Given that
encouragement, it will n6t he long before our
producers overcome the problem of the im-
portation of butter. In addition, there is
ample demand at highly remunerative prices
for the whole of the products that Western
Australia can raise from the soil. It is only
a question of having proper organisation. A
few months ago I saw that apples were being
sold by the orchardists at 2d. and 3d. per lb.
How, then, is it than when "'e go into a shop
in Perth we have to pay 8d. a lb. for a decent
apple? There must be something radically
wrong somewhere. How is it that the or-
cltardists appear to have no organisation for
the effective distribution of their fruit for
local consumption 7 Only the other day, on
a merchant's counter in Perth stood a box of
lexias marked Is. 6d. per1 lb. I asked were
they locally grown, and was told they had
come from the Upper Swan. When I re-
marked upon the high price, the man behind
the counter said, "But, look at the quality."
Only two minutes later, in the street I met a
friend who had started grape-growing at the
Upper Swan. Opening a handbag, he showed
me some beautiful samples of currants and
raisins, and told me he could not get 3d. per
lb. for them. They might not have been of
quite the same quality as those I had previ-
ously seen on the Counter, marked Is. 6d., but
nevertheless they were of most excellent
quality.

Sitting suspended fron 6.15 to 7.30 p.mi.

Mr. STUBBS: Before tea I was referring
to the number of people engaged in growing
currants and raisins, but who had not been
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chic to dispose of their produicts at a satis-
factory' price. 1 am still of opinion that tile
luck of organisation is largely responsible for
this eondition of affairs. We see goods Prown
in Western Australia sold at ridiculous
prices, such as is. 3d. per lb. for lexias, when
the growers have not received more than 3d.
or 4d. a lb. We must conclude, therefore,
that there is something radically wrong. A
few months igo there was aI glut in the
potato market and potatoes could not be
given away. Thter were offered at auction
by t~x truck, and g~rowers could not get
X2 12s. 6d. per tonl. Siiwe then potatoes
hate gone upJ to .C® a ton. All this leads
one tu believe that at IjLLter system of mar-
keting should he inaugurated, aud that it
-would be in their own interests if growers
would put their hieads together to bring this
about. In the "Argus" of 23rd June last a
table was published referring to dried fruits.
It is as follws:-

Australian dried fruits are selling at very satis-
factory prices9 in London, according to a cable
mnessage received yesterday at Melbourne by the
Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits
Control Board (3.r. WV. C. F. Thomas) from the
London agency of the board. The prices of 80.
and 85s. acwt., obtained for two small parcels of
sultana. indicate the very high quality of this
fruit. Up to the present 1,2653 tons of this season's
sultana. have been sold and 120 tons of currants.
The sultanas have averaged 00.. a cwt. and the
currants W6s. a cwt. The outlook regarding ant-
tanas is considered to he highbly satisfactory.

The article then goes on to quote individual
prices for certain kindsi of dried fruits in the
viticultural world, The "W1~est Australian"
of to-day eonlains. an article that is worth
readinig. JIt shows howr the Eastern States
begin to squeal when they are paid hack in
their own coin. If I had £20,000 1 would not
invest one penny of it to-morrow in starting
-in industry of any kind in this State.

Mr. Taylor: Why not?

Mr. STUBBS:- For two reasons. If I
eatablished an industry here anld began to
turn out goods of equal quality to those pro-
duced in the Eastern StateN, and] at the same
price, the market would he swamped here at
Js. or 2s. a dozen less than I wasi sellingr at.
I regret to say that the industrial troubles of
Western Australia also prevent many indus-
tries from being established on a sound
footing.

Mr. Panton: There are less here than else-
where.

Mr. STUEBBS: I am endeavouring to give
my reasons for my opinions in a calm and

deliberate manner, but in unmistakeable

langge One of the reasons is that the
industnialists do not obey the Arbitration
Court awards. Can any member deny thatq

Air. Panron : Yes, absolutely.
Alr. Ma n i : tn youi prove it ?
1lr. lPantonl : Y'ou cannot prove otherwise.
ANlr. STUBBS: A little while ago the

President of the Arbitration Court made an
order concerning thle eloy03ees Of thle cater-
ing, union to go back to work. Can any
niil~ier sa x h'v h did not go back?

Mr Fanton : That is only' one ease over
itanty years. One swallow does not make a
sulinier.

H~on. Sir James Aiitchell : It does, if it
is a red one.

Air1. ST LB HS : I sWwith Iloy Own eyes
evidence that the lawv was not being observed.
Several tunes 1 sawv people being interfered
with wheni going in to obtain refreshments.
The police wet-c there, hut took no notice of
these thine-s. So long as that condition of
affairs exists, no matter what Government
,ze in power it will he impossible to estab-
lish itndustries onl sounid lines. While we
ihave arbitration laws, which the court en-
deavoors to interpret, they should he ob-
served hr both sides. I do not say that all
emploi~yers have acted fairly by the em-
plovees, bitt two wrongs do not make a
right.

Mr. Lotey: On thle goldfield wre have
work-ed uinder awards for years.

Mr. STUBBIS: Any award that was
given for the highest p~ossible wages on the
goldfields Wias justified. It is an industry
that carries great responsibility, and en-
dangers htealth and life. I hare nothing to
say against the administration of our arbi-
tration laws, but when they are brought into
operation, they should be obeyed by both
sides. We have unlimited areas of land
which could grow fifty times as much in the
war of curt-ants and sultanas as could be
grown anywhere in the world, The quality
could not be beaten. In the Great Southern
dish-jets there are areas whit-h hare I)rored
capable of growing the same high quality
of such commoditiies as has brought the
highest price. in London. I am sure that in
years to comle Western Australia will not
only bold its own with the rest of thle Corn-
monwealth, but iwill be able to show the
world that we hat-e the class of country here
that is cap-able of doing it.

Mr. Mann: What are they complaining
about in Victoria?
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,Kr. STU'BBS: They wind tip by saying tine Treasurer's Budgei of last year was his
that 200 tons of vine fruits have gone from
Western Australia tinder offer to Mfel-
bourne, and that this is giving the growers
great concern.

Mr. Mann: flood.
Mr. STUBBS: They are concerned be-

cause Western Australia is getting a little
of her own back through being able to send
over 200 tons of fruit to compete with the
fruit in the other States! That is a nice
Federal spirit! If any member started a
secondary industry here similar to one in
Victoria he would soon find himself hard
against intense competition. Federation has
not been carried out towards Western Aus-
tralia in the manner I thought it would be.
when I east my vote unfortunately in
favour of it.

Air. Taylor: 'rThe Victorian Government
have put that embargo on.

Mr. STUBBS: This is what the "West
Australian" says-

.Considerable interest is taken in the proposal of
the Victorian Minister of Agriculture (M1r. flour-
chier) to bold a conference of Mlinisters of Agri-
culture of other States with a viewv to obtaining
uniform legislation in regard to the dried fruits
industry. At present only in Victoria and South
Australia, are growers compelled to export a por-
tion of their dried fruits, and presumably the object
is to bring prowers in Western Australia and New
South Wales under similar regulations. Western,
Australia is now becmg a market factor in re-
gard to dried fruits, ad t production is in excess
of State needs. There in nothing to cheek it,
therefore, from competing in the markets of Vic-
tori., and South Australia. New South Wales
has been of minor importance as a producer of
dried fruits. Developments in the industry there
have proceeded fairly rapidly, however, and it
is expected that the State will soon he sufficiently
advanced to warrant the adoption of similar
measures to those which operate in Victoria and
South Australia as soon as possible to place Now
Sooth Wales growers on the saine footing. So far,
this season, it is reported that Western Australia
has shipped about 200 tons of vine fruits to Vio-
tori., and growers and traders in this Stats have
been concerned with this competition.
The Premier has a good answer for the
2Minister for Agriculture if he attends that
conference, as I hope he will do.

The Minister for Agriculture: It will be
impossible for me to do so. It is too far
away and too much time would be lost.

'Mr. STUBBS: The distance that separ-
ates us fromt the Eastern States is a big
handicap in a hundred and one ways. I
hope the Minister will be able to spare the
time to attend some of these conferences, to
see that Justice is done to Western Aus-
tralia. The second item of importance in

reference to the export of timber. One has
only to 20o to Bunbury to see the enormous
amount of beautiful timber that is leaving
that port. If we put on our thinking caps
we must ask ourselves the question, how
many years it w;ill take, at this rate of ex-
port, to denude our forests of timber? In
the Speech it was stated that the Govern-
ment were- doing their utmost to advance
reforestation on lands from which timber
has been removed. I commend the Govern-
ment for being alive to the importance of
this work. At the rate of four vessels a
week loading timber day and night it wvill
not be many Years before wve have ex-
hausted all the reserve timber in our for-
ests. I now wish to speak about group
settlement. It seems onlyv a few weeks since
a British Royal Commnission on overseas
migration visited this State, and a member
of that Commission after visiting- the
groups said that on his return to the Old
Country he would tell the peop~le there
how wonderfully he had been impressed.
Whether that gentleman "-as long enough
in Western Autstralia to form opinions, I
cannot say; Ibut his opinions are in utter
contrast to those expressed in the report of
our Royal Commission on group settlement.
The gentleman who conceived the group
settlement scheme was the same who con-
ceived the settlement of the wheat belt in
1910-12. All bon. members will give him
that credit. Further, it is true that the
£0.500,000 worth of wheat grown this sea-
son in Western Australia would not have
been produced but for the fact that the
Government in power during 1912 to 1916
assisted settlers to remain on their holdings.
I desire to give credit where credit is due,
and to be completely fair in my criticisms.
Scores of men in my electorate alone would
have been down and out in 1914 but for the
help given to them by the Government of
the day. I wish to impress upon the Pre-
mier the importance of settling our light
lands, and the lands which adjoin first class
holdings. I have mentioned the fact that
1-50,000 acres of first class land have been
alienated from the Crown within the last
three years. Every holding on that acre-
age included first class land which grew a
splendid crop of wheat without having bad
a plough on it. There is also a huge area,
not even surveyed, of good mallee country.
The time is ripe for considering the desir-
ability of cutting down the size of holdings.



[18 Aun~usr, 1925.3 2

Another 50 or 60 families could have been
settled on the acreage I refer to. Then,
eastward, there is the Lake 3lagenla and
Lake Damnosa country, which, I am re-
liably informed, is of equally good quality
with the land] at Newdegate. I hope
this; land, too, is being surveyed and
classified for closer settlement. Sooner
or later a railway, or several rail-
ways, will run east of the Great South-
ern line to Tammin, to new territory
only awaiting willing hands and stout hearts
to make it one of our best agricultural dlis-
triets. The price of land in Western Aus-
Iralia is veryv low compared with the price
of land of similar quality in the Eastern
States. Fire or six years ago the average
price of farm land in my district was from
£2 to £2 10s. per acre. Now it is £4 per
acre. In Victoria. however, such land would
he worth £10 per acre. What is the reason
for the discrepancyl f n a few years' time,
however,' land holders, in 'Western Australia
will find themselves so affluent that they.will
not know what to do with their money.
When that time arrives I hope they will
realise the benefit which kind Parliaments
and Governments in this State have be-
stowed on them in the shape of cheap land.
Certainly they should not grumble at hakv-
ing to pay a little extra taxation in order
to assist in the development of Western
Australia. Mining has played an important
part in the growth of this State, and there
are still many tracts of mineral wealth, the
development of which has not yet been even
attempted, either by the Government or by
private enterprise. I believe that many new
finds will be made in Western Australia if
assistance is ranted by the Government,
and I hope the Premier and the Minister
for Lands will show a spirit of optimism
and furnish funds to enable more prospect-
ors. to go out and open up new fields as
yet untouched. In the Kimberleys alone
there are mountains of auriferous couintry,
though whether the gold is present in pay-
able quantities remains to be proved. Still,
the Government might well spend some
money in the North and also in the Marble
Bar district, where payable ore bodies, not
only of gold but also of copper and lead,
are to be found- We shall yet startle the
world with the wealth of some of those fields.
I ask hon. members during this session to
endeavour toassist our primary industries.
Any measures having that object in view
will, I feel sure, meet with favour. Their

enactment will redound to the credit of Par-
liament, will prove to the outside world that
Western Australia is on the map, and will
show that we are determined to take our
place and our part in Australia as a whole.
I sincerely trust that this season will prove
as successful as the last, and that next ses-
sion the Premier will have an equally fav-
ourable financial report to submit to Parlia-
muen t.

MR. LAMOND (Pilbara) L7.50J: I (le-
sire to congratulate the Government on the
successful results of their first year of office.
Hon. members have called attention to the
splendid season experienced by the agricul-
tural areas during the past 12 months. The
resultant bountiful harvest, however, does
Dot altogether account for the achievements
of the Government, seeing that during the
last two years the North-West under-
wvent the worst drought known for 20
years. Thus the revenue lost in the North-
WVest stands as some set-off to the pros-
perity engendered by the bountiful harvest
in the South. As regards unemployed in
the metropolitan area, much of the flooding
of the labour market from the country dis-
trict could be avoided. However, it is well
known that to-day in Western Australia it
is almost impossible to get work, and par-
ticuilarly Government work, without coming
into the metropolitan area to secure it.
During last year this was especially
brought under my notice. Deputation after
deputation waited on Ministers, and those
gentlemen, in replying to the unemployed,
said there would be no work for country
people in the metropolitan area, and that
country people must not come to the metro-
politan area looking for Government em-
ployment. But when there is a country job,
men are drawn from the metropolitan area
to fill the vacancies. As regards the North-
West I had occasion to bring under the Gov-
ernment's notice the fact that the whole of
the men employed at the Wyndham Meat
Works were taken there from Perth. I
asked that arrangements should he made
to absorb all the unskilled labour unem-
ployed in the North-West before unskilled
mnen were taken from this locality, and I
understood that my request would be ac-
ceded to. But after informing several old
friends in the North-West that if they put
in applications for employment on the
Wyndbam Meat 'Works, those applications
would be favourably consideredi, I learnt
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that the fiurtbest those men got was to be
placed on the emergency list. The same,
state of thing:; exists in the shearing indus-
try. It is; impossible for a man to get emn-
ployment in shearing unless he comes to
Perth once a year. Practically every man
engaged in the pastoral industry is secured
from Perth through employment bureaus.
To-day 'North-WVest residents wvho used to
g.et a little work on stations are pushed right
out, simply because they are not here in
Perth, The men are engaged here, and are
sent up by parcel post to thle North-West.

Mrr. Taylor: All the Wyndham Mfeat
Works em ployees are engaged at the Trades
Ball in Perth, are they not?

211r, Panton: No.
.Ilxt Taylor: They were two years ago.
21lr. Panton: That "'as done by the late

Government. The present Government have
altered it.

Mr, Mann : The difference is that the
names are submitted to the Trades hall.

.M r. Painon: Nothing- of the sort.
Mr. LAMONXD: I hope that next yeair

somne arrangement -will be made to give
North-West residents a chance to obtain
employment at the Wyndham Mleat Works.
During last session I urged the Government
to put an up-to-date steamer on the North-
'West coast in lieu of the "Bamra~," and it
is satisfactory to know that the Goveranent
have already called tenders for a vessel for
that purpose. I am pleased to say that the
minim' industry in the North has brighitened
uip, and I congwratulate the i)linister for
Mines upon the valuable assistance hie has
rendered to the prospectors in that part of
the State. His action in supplying prospec-
tors with cheaper explosives has been very
grratify ing. The prospectors are now able to
g et their peligifte at rates that have been
reduced by one guinea per box, detonators
by 3s. Lid., and there has also been a sub-
stantial redaudion regarding fuses. Further
assistansce could be given to the industry by
the provision of pumping plants. Two of
our most important fields that have always
shown satisfactory averages in the past have
been closed down for years on account of
the working-s having gone below water level.
It is beyond the average prospector to carry
on because of the water difficulty. Such men
cannot procure a plant big enough to pump
out the old shafts. If a pumping plant were
-made available, much good would result,
While dealing with mining in the North, I

Woumld draw the attention of the Government
to the tact that, although we have thousands
tit tons of as bestos in the North-West, we are
unable to work it at a profit. This is due to
the tact that asbestos is one of the few
articles imported into Australia in respect of
whit-h there is no protective tariff. I hope
the Government will make representations to
thle Tariff Board and to the Federal Govern-
inent with a view to having a tariff placed
upon the importation of asbestos. A tariff
of 20 per cent., which is that imposed upon
manganese, would greatly assist the develop-
mneat of the asbestos isnmustry in the North-
West, A sum of £500 was placed on the last
Estimates for the purpose ot prospecting for
a water supply for Port Hedland by mueans
of a bore. I anit afraid the effort will not
be successful. This is largely due to the fact
that the money has been wasted. 1 say that
becau~se I have done a good deal of boring
for water in thle North-West and have a fair
knowl edg.e of prospecting for water gener-
ally. 1 do not suppose that anyone would
[ind half-n-dozen workers in that part of the
State not capalble of doing the work the
GJovernment officials are now carrying out.
If the inca were not able to do that work
theyA Could not secilre employment in the
North, because their chic! work is that of
boring tor' water and sinking wells. That
IS tin every-day job on the stations, and it
is carried out successfully by the meii there.
When the Government wanted somneone to
bore for water for the Port iledland scheme,
nothing less than ain engineer would satisfy
the North-West Department. Therefore they
despatched an eng-ineer from Perth to super-
vise the job, and I suppose that almost the
w'hole of the mioney available has been ex-
pended in salaries and otherwise, which
means, in mny opinion, that the money has
been to all intents and purposes wasted. I
r-egret that the work was not carried out in
the manner T suggested to the department.
Thie proposition I put to them was that the
work should be left to local men to carry
out under the snpervision of the local road
board auithorities, for they were directly in-
terested in securing a water supply for Port
fledland.

Mir. Taylor: And those men would have
had local knowledge.

Mr. LAMOND: Yes. At all events, the
local men could have bored to the bottom,
and that is a thing& that up to the time I left,
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those who had been despatehed from Perth
had not beens able to do. I trust this is nut
the final effort that will be made to provide
a water supply for Port Hedland, We have
a report from. Mfr. Tindale, who was for
miany years the engitneer for the North-WeAt,
in which hie states that during one of the
driest years experienecd 3,000,000 gallons
were drawn from a creek 20 miles from Port
H-edland. That water was drawnt for sup-
I lies, ii rottitection w'i th coinstruction work
on the Port Ifedland railway. With a smuall
enkihanknwnrt across the creek sufficient water
could he conserved for the requirements or
Port Hedland, whicht are estimated at
4,000,.000 gallons. I believe that with the
money that was made available an adequate
suppl 'y could have been obtained at Turner
Creek and that would have saved the present
effort. I hope to see Turner Creek tried at
a, later date, and T ami veryv sanguine thtat
wrater will lie got there, I also wish to refer
to the manner in which the lock hospital at
Port Hedland is being run, or rather, the
way in which an attempt is made to conduct
it, I do not blame the orderlies in charge, hut
I blame that wonderful 'North-West Depart-
ment

Mr. Coverley: It dues not seem to he too
pop ular.

Al. f.AMOND: The lock hospital was
established for the piurpose of dealing with
venereal diseases amongst natives, and it was
hoped by this means to eradicate the disease.
\We ind, however, that the money is abso-
Intely wasted on this effort. I will endeavour
to bring forvard the facts relating to the
institution. There are two compounds, one
for the male patients and the other for the
femnales. The sexes are supposed to he
locked up in their separate compounds each
night. The information I have from the
orderly goes to shbw that if there is a boy
who is just about cured, the work is nega-
tired. because there is no proper segregation.
The rartition between the two yards is so
easily' surmountable that either the male or
female patients can climb from one yard to
the other. When that happens, the patients
are no further advanced than they were when
they entered the hospital first. This sort of
thing goes on month after month and year
after year, until the disease has so estab-
lished itself in the patient that it is impos-
sible to effect a cure. We have, therefore,
wasted tinme and money in trying to alleviate

tlie suff~erings of these unfortuinate people.
Under the Jpresent Aborigines Act no power
is provided to imprison a native suffering
frot venereal disease, with the result that
the natives are alive to the fact and if they
do not like the place, they pack up and clear
ouit. The thing is absolutely useless. By the
expendituire of le!ss than £20 on wire netting

ni ene-losure could he provided with
perhaps barbed wire entanglements, and that
would keep) the sexes apart. This has been
lirtiugit nnder the notice of the North-West
lDepartment for years, but itttliing has been
done.

The Premier: Barbed wire would not
l"'v'p luners apart.

Mr, LAMOND:. It would bare that effect
if en tanghlementis wvere 'I v ido1 in the usati-c
comjpounds. An attenpt was mnade to (leal
with it by putting dlie nettimg underground
bnit te niatives ar-atetted holvs through it.

Mr. Cly' desdaic: Then what i, the good of
)utting barbed wire on top?

.Ar. LAMOND: In the inamnte I refer
to a trench Of t. deep was dlug.

Mr. Taylor: These 'Norib-Westers; are
pretty har dy gentlemen.

Mr. LAM.NOYD: They are notorious. I
hare been asked in wha-t dirction in my
opinion the North-West could best be de-
veloped. After 20 years continuous residenc-e
in that part of the State I lure not hastily
conme to a conclusion on thiat suieet; I have
given it mutch consideration. T ant satisfied
that the only way the Yuri-West can be
fairly and properly developed is by' means
or a closer settlement schieme. Owing to the
action of the National Gcovernment, the
leases, I regret to say, have been extended
from 1928 to 1048. 'We had expected that
the whole of the leases would hr- thrown uip
in another four years. I amn satisfied we can-
not wait for an additional 20 years, and as
we do not stand for repudiation, the only
way left for the GCoverament is to repurchase
some of the stations. The whole North, from
half way below the Fortescuei and Onslow
to the edge of the desert, is sulitable for closer
Settlement. I Sutggest that that country
should he cut up into bloceks large enough
to carry from 3, 000 to 4,000 sheep. Front
50,000 to 60,000-acre blocks would be neces-
sary. In addition to wool growing, we should
have side lines, such as dairying and hog rais-
ing. With seasons such as we have had since
the breaking of the droughit, I can s~ay with-
out exaggeration that millions of tons of
fodder could be conserved, and so make it
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j)Ossible to carry on dairying successfully It it had read-
throug-hout the whole year. The country
lends itself particularly to hot raising.' Dur-
ing the ladt 12 months 26 her di of cattle on
one station had to be shot in order to pro-
vi:ae baits to poison swine, In one shoot
alone 100 pigs wvere destroyed. Thus, a fine
industry is being- wasted. 1 hope the Govern-
ment will give consideration to the question
of settling the North-West. One matter of
education I wish to bring before the Minis-
ter. I hope he will give mote liberal eon-
sideration as regards continuation classes.
Owing to the geographical position of the
North, it is impossible for each and every fam-
il 'y to send its boys to the metropolitan area
to complete their education. If the Minister
would arrange for continuation classes, there
would be a chance to do something towvards
c:oiujletinig their education. Sixty pupils
are required before a continv;:tion class is
permitted in a State school. If that pro-
vision is not lilberalised in favour of the
North-West, wve can do nothin, because toe'
of our schools have 60 scholars. In con-
clusion, I wish to protest agaeinst the atti-
tudle of the Government. kl though I ex-
tended an invitation to Ministers to visit tile
North and see for themselves the boundless
potentialities of that part ol' the State, no
response wvas made to the invitation. If they
desire to become acquainted with the con-
ditions in the North and to assist to frame a
suitable scheme of development, it is ricec-
sary for them to see it. W~e do not want any
more joy riding along the beach; we want
them to go right through and see w'hat lies
inland. I am still hopeful that they wvill
visit the North this year.

MR. MANN (Perth) [8.13] :In speaking
to the Address-in-reply, I am compelled to
take notice of twvo documents that are before
us-one the Governor's Speech, which is opti-
mistic, and may I say, full of ambition and
enterprise, and the other document the re-
port of the Royal Commission on group
settlement in the South-West. As to the
latter, I am disappointed. Although the
gentlemen comprising the commission had a
free hand to inquire into all and sundry re-
garding group settlement and to report, it
appears to me that their commission should
have been framed differently to be in keeping
with the report they submitted. The commis-
sion read-

To inquire into and report upon matters
relating to group settlement schemes.

To inquire into and ascertain all the pos-
sible points relating to matters that will
assist in condemning group settlement and
the South-West-
then their report would have been in keeping
with tile terms of their commission.

-Mr. Taylor: They must have read that into
their commission.

.1r. MANN : I have failed to find that the
commissioners in their report put up
one constructive point. They have gone to
extremes in condemning all group settlement
and the South-West. From the report it ap-
pears that the South-West is not suitable for
,anything except the growing of jarrah and
karri, and that when the present crop is cut
Out, we must lift the railwvays and leave that
territory for 100 years until another crop of
timber grows, and then we mayl start again
to exploit the timiber industry. It seems to
me that the members of the commission were
prejudiced wheat growvers. The whole of the
commission were wheat growers.

IMr. E. B. Johnston: What about the chair-
mani7

Mr. MANN: There is a feeling throughout
the wvheat areas that those districts will have
to carry the burden of the development of the
South-West, and it may be that that influ-
enced them in their judgment The member
for Toodyny (Mr. Lindsay) said he was the
explorer of the wheat belt and he told us of
his exploits there, but he said nothing of his
experience of dairying. The member for
Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson) has had a
long and varied experience ats a member and
a Minister. Addressing this House on one
occasion he spoke highly of the South-West,
hut in this report hie failed to live up to his
previous utterances as to its possibilities.
Taking the commission as a whole, I feel that
they were prejudiced by reason of their being
wheat grrowers and because none of them had
been a dairyman or had had dairying experi-
ence.

Mr. Sleeman: Are you including the mem-
ber who signed the minority report?

Air. MANN: That gentleman had had
some experience of dairying and he did sub-
mit some constructive ideas.

Mr. A. Wanshbrough: Who wrote the re-
port?

'Mr. MANN: I submit that the South-West
must be developed, that we must go on with
the dairying industry and that we must go on
with the production of bacon, because the
necessities or the State demand it. To-day
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we are drawing supplies frrn Eastern Aus-
tralia. 'When our set tiers have~ overtaken the
home market, there will be the market of the
world for them to exploit. flecently I read
an article in one of the Eastern pa,.ers stat-
ing-

The Prime 'Minister, Mr. Baldwin, paid his
first official visit to Devonshire to-day (1st
July). e addressed 30,000 people, including
delegates front every constituency between
Bristol and Penzance. 'Mr. Baldwin devoted
lisa speech mainly to agriculture. He insisted
that the million grant to the Dominions would
help the production of Empire foodstuffs.
The suni had been allocated in order to en-
able the Empire goods to replace those of
foreign origin in the home nmarket. ''ft is
our desire and intention,'' lie added, "'that
the largest possible proportion of our importa-
tions shall be from the Domiaions and not
fromn foreign coun tries. We do not desire to
displace one pound of our own stuff,' but every
increase in Dominion stock sold to Great
Britain means more settlers. Therefore the
more purchasers of our overseas goods, the
better trade will be at Home"

Another report stated-
The report of the British Empire Produ"C-

ers' Organisation, which was read at the an-
nual meeting of the organisation in London,
points out that the organisation has continued
to press for the restriction of all Government
ineat contracts to Empire suppliers, and is
strongly opposed to what is described ais the
dangerous suggestions of the National Food
Commission that the Imperial Government
might in future take an interest in the meat
industry of the Argentine. The organisation
will continue to endeavour to secure the re-
moral of restrictions on the use of certain
trade descriptions, such as ''Port"' wine

byDmnion wine growers.
The London Central 'Markets report, cover-

ing the six months ended June 30, show that
of 229,306 tons of meat eonsuumed during that
period, 82 per cent, was imported. Australia
and 'New Zealand supplied IS per cent., Ar-
gentina 47 per cent., and other countries 65
per cent-

We must proceed with our development. We
are entitled to a share of that trade. The
surplus of bacon produced in the Sooth-West,
after meeting- the demands of the State, can
be shipped to supply the market that 'Mr.
Baldwin says is ours. I f we do have to
write down certain costs of group settlement
development, this is not the only State that
has had to do it. It will not be the first time
it has been done in Australia or even in West-
ern Australia. It wsill be a good thing if it
leads to increased trade, increased develop-
ment and increased pop~ulation. Here are
some iutere'sting figures that have a bearing
on the development of the South-West. The

quantity of butter imported into Great
Britain lust year was 62.5,000 cwt., compared
with 375,000 cwt. in the previous year. The
imports from Australia increased from
61,000 ewits. to 181,000 c-wts. How much did
Western Australia contiibuteO Not an ounce.
Where are we going to get our butter produc-
tion if not from the Souith-West? It must
come from that part of the State.

Mr. Lindsay: The member for Wagin says
from the wheat belt.

M Lr. M 1ANN: It mnust come f rom the coun-
try having regular rainfall and assured pas-
tures. Some may come from the wheat belt,
but only casual lots; the main supply must
come from the South-West. If the group
tettlement schemne so far has not been quite
the success we expected it to he, let uis all
wvork together with a view to improving it.
Do not let us declare the whole thing a fail-
uire, the land of no value, the settlers unsuit-
able the rainfall is insufficient or the pastures
unsuccessful. Yet those are the imp)ressions
that one would gather from the report. I
amn confident that the land of the South-West
is suitable and that a good percentage of the
settlers will prove suitable. I em confident
that the rainfall is all right, tl'at the pastures
wilt he all right, and that in the end the
South-West will become the great dairying
centre of the State. If we are not going to
draw our dairy produce from the South-
West, where are wve going to get it from?
Settlement down there must be slow. I re-
mnember away back in the early nineties when
21elbourne was flooded with unemployed.
The Government sent themu out into the
southern Cip1 sland districts and started vil-
!ago settlement sehemnes. The settlers there
were burnt out two or three times, but they
struggled on and eventually made good.
Now, in a small place like Leongatha there
is a butter t'nctorv that turns out 30 tons of
hotter a week. 'hie dillioulties that had to
be overcomne ther-c were as great, if not
greater, than those associated with our own
group settlements in the South-West. I re-
gret that the members of the Royal Commis-
sion were not able to find somne virtues in the
settlement sch~eme and that they did not make
sonic constructive suggestions which would
have helped to establish early success. One
of the obstacles to our successful exports,
and it has been casually referred to by the
Premier since his return to the State, is in
connection with time preparation of produce
for overseas markets. The system of sielect-
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jag and grading apparently has been done
by a section without too much consideration,
and this has been the cause of a great deal
of trouble overseas. I am sure that the
Premier, acting on the knowlcdge that hie
gained at Home, will see fit to introduce
legislation, or perhaps franie regulations
which. will have the effect of remedying that
state of affairs. There is no reason why we
should not have, in connection with the export
of our products, a proper selection and proper
grading and packing. If that be done, then,
with good organisation, we shall without
difficulty create a market for our produce
after we have supplied our own requirements.
One of the problems of to-day, and it is a
problem that is facing the Government is
that of the unemployed. Whenever there is
a surplus of labour there is always a rush
to the Government to find work for all and
sundry. I submit that the Government cannot
find work for all that are unemployed. The
Government should endeavour as far as pos-
sible to see that people arc employed, end
the best means by which that can be done is
to inspire confidence amongst investors,
whose money will always create employ-
meat. That is much better than the Gov-
ernment having- to start relief works and
issue meal tickets for those who are unable
to get work. At the present time in Perth
there arc many nien unemployed, and it is
difficult to know just where to place them.
One of tile difficulties is that too many de-
sire to get into the one trade or occupation.
That class of employment becomes flooded
and there are no means of absorbing those
who require work in it. They cannot adapt
themselves to rough labouring work.

Mr. Sleenian: They can do that if they
get paid all right.

Mr. -MANN: So far as I know all em-
ployment is governed by the Arbitration
Court and therefore employees are sure of
the Arbitration Court rate.

Mr. Sleeman: What award have the
rural workers?

Mr. MANN: Alost of them are con-
trolled by the Australian Workers' Union
and the officials of that union are, energetic
officers and -see that the right thing is done
by the men.

Mr. Sleeman: I wish you were right.
-Mr. MANN: I have more confidence in

the officials of that union than I have in the
hon, member. We have been told that there
is an undeveloped wheat belt. The mem-
ber for North Perth (Mr. J. McCallum

Smith) recently toured the Salmon G-urns
area and told 111 that there exists in that
part of the State ]2,000,060 acres of agri-
cultural land. The Gloverunment are now on
the eve of constructing a railway to connect
two parts, of that territory. It might be a
good suggestion if the Government did as
was done iji 1908 and sent out a large num-
her of the present unemployed to ringbark
and scrub some of the thousands of acres
down there.

Mr. Taylor: They would get lost in the
hush.

The 1 mister for Agriculture: It is
mallce country.

M4r. MTANN: It is not all mallee; there
is a good deal of salmon gum ankd gimlet.
In 1008 a big area of country was ring-
barked and a large number of civil servants
were settled on blocks. They had the ad-
vantage of finding blocks ready for occupa-
tion, and to-day most of them have good
homes and own motor cars, The Govern-
ment might think it worth wvhile to send
some of the present unemployed to Salmon
Guims to carry out riagharking and in the
p)oor country root out the scrub and make
the land ready for the occupation that
would follow. It must be that the Govern-
nient intend to settle that area because they
anticipate constructing the line immedi-
ately. If the land is there waiting to be
developed what better means of employment
could be given the men now out of work?
The result of their labours; would be to en-
hance the value of that territory and the
Governnient could add the cleared value of
the land to the cost of the hlocks.

Mr. Sleeman: Would you do it by day
labour?

MAr. MANN: I. would not. Contracts
could be let for the clearing of reasonable-
sip-led areas, hut there should be proper
supervision arid water and food supplies
should also be provided for the men en-
gaged on the job. That is as far as the
Government should be called upon to go.
With the great number of people who are
waiting to take up land, our present output
of wheat would speedily be doubled. I
noticed in an Eastern States newspaper
that we to-day are producing only one-
eighth of the wheat of the Commonwealth,
whilst at the same time we constitute one-
third of Australia. The production of
wheat for the Commonwealth lwt year was
158,774,771 bushels and we contributed
only 24 millions. Considering the size of
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the State and the land that we have avail-
able, there is a great opportunity for us to
increase our OLutput to the extent of pro-
ducing a third of the total quantity. I am
sure the Government are desirous of doing
their utmost for the development of the
country and they are also anxious to see an
absence of unemployed. They relieve the
position only' to a slight extent by' sending
80 unc to the Narrogin-flwarda railway
construction and 30 or 40 somewhere else,
hut as soon as they do that, others, come in
to take the places of those that have gone.
If the Overnment ado 1,lcd the suggestion
I have mnade, they wvould p robablv, be able
to find emlp'oymllent for 500 or 600.

Mr. Lindsay: You could follow that up
with settlement immediately afterwards.

Mr. MANY: At the present time if a
block is throwni opien for selection, say, at
Bullfinch, there are 90 applicants for it. We
have to-day an army of unemployed and
we must find Work for them. All those men
are not capable of becoming settlers, but
they are capable of doing labourers' work
and they could be employed just as the
Royal Commission on Group) Settlement
suggested, and carry out wvork of clearing
at Salmon Gumls by contract. If it is right
that in the South-West Similar work should
lie done by contract, there is no reason why
it should not also be done in wheat growing
country. I feel that I am in duty bound to
congratulate the 2lini~ster for Mains on his
energy in the past year in the direction of
endcavouring to assist tlhe gold mining in-
dustry. T have niot yet had an opportunity
of reading the report of the Royal fonimis-
sion. but I am sure flhnt that report, if acted
upon, will do good. I do not know whether
the Commissioner devoted most of his time
to the Golden Mile or whether he also gave
some consideration to thie low-grade ores in
other districts. If lie did that, I hope the
advice hie gave will be of service. I noticed
the other clay that one of our low-grade
mines was treatin g ore of a value as low
as 20q. a ton and showing a profit of 7s.
ld.: I refer to the Great Victoria Mine.

If that kind of thing can hie done there,
surely it ought to be rossible to do likewise
at hu~ndreds ,of other places where the ore is
of low grade.

The Premier: That is a very hi.- formation,
you know.

Mir. M.NANN: Yes, but there are other
big fonnations elsewhere. I have in mind
the Big Bell at Cue. I remember going to

the Big Bell with other members and there
seeing a mountain half a mile long,
tire value of which was 5 diets, or 6 dwts.
I understand the ore is free milling.
That should be as cheaply worked as the
Great V'ietoria, and should employ a large
number of aneal. I understand the Govern-
ment are endeavouring- to get it going again,
and I commend them for it. It is inter-
esting to note from the returns foE the last
month of a doze,, mines, that all except one
has worked at ui profit. That is reassuring,
and should lend zest to investors and others
to proeceed with development work. My elec-
torate is more or less dependent onl second-
ar- industries. In several of them we have
reached a stage where we are able to export
to the Eastertn Slates, competing with manni-
fattureza over there. That position has
been Inught about by the increase of pop3-
ulation, whichi has enabled the manufactur-
cr5 to increase their output, and so cover
their overhead expenses. Two of our cloth-
ing- factories are exporting large quantities
of manufactured clothing to Melbourne and
Adelaide. Then 'ye have two boot Inane-
facturers exporting large quantities of boots
to the Eastern States, while one of our larg-
est confectioners is sending a considerable
part of his output to Victoria and $ew
South Wales. Other industries are strug-
gling for a footing. I want to thank the
Premier for assistance he gave to one in-
durstry that was in very low water. He made
certain advances which enabled the industry
to get on to a sound business basis, and se~t
it on the way to the payment of dividends.
But while the Government are trying to do
their best to fInd employment for all, they
will do much more in that regard by so gov-
erning the country as to inspire confidence
in all classes, and by avoiding class legisla-
tion, so that there shall not be a locking
up of capital that otherwise might be in-
vested in providing employment that would
go a long way to absorbing the unemployed
and brin~ging- the State into prosperity. An-
oilier point is the increase in our 1 opulation.
T do niot for a moment think a judicious in-
crvase of population will make for unemi-
pile nmcnt. If we increase our population
In 10.000 during the coming year, surely
that will mean 10,000 more pairs of boots
to lbe made in our factories, and 10,000 ad-
ditional suits of clothes. Thea those 10,000
newcomers wvilI have to be fed, which of
course lri'es work to others. It is of no use
beingl narrow-minded on this point. How
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are we to develop the country without ad- strales that we are land hungry, and that
ditional population I If additional popula-
tion be bad, why did not we remain as we
were 30 years ago, with a population of
about 40,000? Had we done so, many of
Lis who are comfortable to-day would have
been going hungry. These are home truths.

Mr. Sleeman: We have a lot of home
truths amongst the unemployed.

Mr. MANN: The hion. member has
threatened the Government about the un-
employed, but what has he suggested to re-
lieve the position? He threatened that if
the Government did not do something to
relieve the positon, he would do it, but we
do not yet know what he intends to do.
We must goa on i increasing our population.
There is plenty of room and plenty of work
for them beyond the Darling Range. Their
cowing will mean more work for those on
this side of the range. I cannot do better
than close moy remarks by suggesting that
we should have a State-wide ambition of
more development, more p~roductioln, and
mnore pr~gess, which wvill b~rine in their
train moe prosperity.

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn) rSXSZ2]: At this
stagce of the debate one ig.ht wvell comment
on the lack of criticism, the silent eulogy,
from the Opposition benches on the actions
of the Government.

Mr. Sampson: Do you suggest that we
are culpable in that respect?

Mr. CORBOY: No, I give you credit for
having sufficient comimonsense to know when
a good Government are in office.

Mr. Mann: Do you suggest that it is a
sign of weakness in us?

'The Premier: No, it is at sign of your
broadminded, statesmanlike outlook.

Ai'r. CORBOY: This Government have
earnedl the comuimendation of the Opposition
because of the mllane in which they have
carried on the programmec of land settle-
mnt. Irrespective of party, we must all
recognise that, involved in all our other pro-
blems, is this one of populating the emptyv
spaces of A-istralia. Particularly' does that
ajpply in this State, the most sparsely pop-
ulated of all. Certain features of the land
settlement question are causing some con-
cern to those who come directly into touch
with the question. One thing that impresses
the most casual observer is the fact that
almost weekly one reads that 100, 107 or 127
applicants have been before the Land
Board for the one block of land. It demon-

there is not being made available to those
who want to take tip land anything like the
qutantity of laud that should be available.
Only this week I heard that there is what
amounts to an invasion of South Austra-
lians ]leis to buy up all the country they can
get hold of.

Mr. Richardson: And they are buying it.
Mr. GORtBOY: Yes, they are buying up

some of the best land in the State.
Mr. Clydesdale: Not buying it. It is

being ttiven to them at a price.
Mr. CORBOY: Compared with the prices

ruling in the Eastern States, we in Western
Australia do practically give away the land,
so long as the recipient works it. In some
instances, those Icople from South Australia
are actually buying land, and it impresses me
as serious that people are leaving South
Australia, almost as sparsely popu-
lated as Western Australia, and corn-
ig. to this State for land. One of

two things is causing it; either South
Australia has no land available, or in this
State there is higher quality land.

Mr. Alarm : Land iii South Australia is
£10 or £12 an acre, as against £4 or £:5 here
for- land of equal value.

Afr. CORBOY: Probably that is the trite
explanation.

The Minister for Agriculture: And the
cultivable land in South Australia is circum-
scribed.

Mr. CORBOY: The point I wish to make
is that week in and week out a great many'
of our own people are unsuccessfully apply-
ig, for land. Not many' wec.s ago I found a

.voting fellow at the Lands Department wvithi
his sixth application for l and. Onl each of
the five occasions he had previously been be-
loje the Board, someone else with a better
claim had beaten hini. It is serious that we
should have arrived at this stage, where on
the one luand political leaders cry out for a
continuation of our migration policy, i and
onl the other we haove numbers of our o'vn
people unemiployed, while other men are in-
effectually trying to get oil Lte land. In ad-
dition to the assistance given to people on
the land, it is timc we had a definite pro-
gramme along- which the Go, emnment would
seek to open Uil new areas of Country- .

The Minister for Agriculture interjected.
Mr. CORBOY: The lion, member's opinion

of farming in the South-West is aprarentl'y
the same as my own; when i'a wanted a fean
lie did not go to the South-West. I do not wish
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it interred that I condemn the South-West
as a farming p)roposition, batt I believe that
to the average juan with a little capital, the
wheat belt offers a very much greater oppor-
tunity than does the South-West. Let me
put it this way: in addition to the work the
Government are doing in the South-WVest,
they should have some comprehensive scheme
by which they will continue to opien up new
areas of wheat lands. I am afraid that is not
being done to-day, that to-day the position
is somcewhat haphazard. A number of men
go into the Lands Department and say' they
knowv where there is a belt if good countryi .When the Lands Department have been told
of this stretch of country by many successive
applieants, the Dal artuient scnd out someone
to classify the land. Then many) months
elapse before anything definite is done to
make it available for selection We are be-
ginning to get down to a 4;ouhld basis of as-
sistance for prospecting. To-day prospecting
is comparatively systclnatisedl. Unfortunately'
it is to some extent haphazard also, but as-
sistance is being given by the departmnent in
a much more systematic way than previously.
Something on similar lines should be adopted
in new areas for wvheat growing' In open-
ing tip new areas, it is necessary to Yemnem-
bee that two things are essential if people
are to have a chance of succest. One is trans-
putt and the other is wvater supl)Py. From
moy experience of Government departments,
it seems that; these two thin are about the
hardest things to get, notwithstanding that
they, are essential. WVhile it is extremely'
costly to provide an adequate water supply
on all foms, it should be possible when open-
ing ttp new areas to dto soething in the
way of laying down key dams along the
roads to new areas and at definite points
throug-hout anything like a big- area of newv
country so that settlers would have a chance
to get sufficient water withouit having to cart
it great distances. Ever since the Govern-
went took office the Mlinister for Water Sup-
ly :us been greatly hampered through lack
oi tndls. J have even heard it said by mem-

bers that they could not get a miserable £4
or £5 to have a well cleaned out, because
the Minister did not have the money. Even
if that operates in regard to ordittary main-
tenance work, a special effort should be made
to find funds to assist recently settled areas
so that the people might have a decent water
service.

Mr. Brown: That is the policy of the
Country Party.

Air. CORBOY: I do not contend that
every point in the Country Pa:-iy's polity is
bad; probably there are one or two good
points. The older settled a-ugihral axeas
that are well established shoald nut expect
so mouch attention in future as they have re-
ceived in the past. The people in the estab-
lished areas have done fairly well during the
last few seasons, and, while the State is doing
its best to build up the industry, they Should
do something to help themselves, at any rate
in the matter of wvater supply' . In the new
areas-and there ore one or two I have in
mind not necessarily in my electorate-a
good deal could be done by the Government
in p~roviding key dams to enable the people
to ea-ry on. Transport facilities also are
essential. The Government realise that the
policy of providing railway facilities, pur-
sued in) the past, is too costly and that some-
thing- more economical can be provided. I
have in mind the construction of the Lake
Grace-Newdegate line now being built.
There the Government have set out to pro-
vide a railway service which will be ade-
quate to the needs of the people for some
years, but the cost of construction of which
will be less than half of that usually in-
volved to build a railway line. They are
laying down a railway similar to that
adopted by the firewood company on the
goldfields, a light line laid on the surface,
without ballasting or cuttings of any kind.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: What about the
lDecauville railway?

iAlr. CORBOY: I have sometimes thought
that light railways, such as were used in
Fiance during the wvar, might be used in
connection with agricultural development in
this State. If the hon. member considers
the question, however, I think he will agree
that the double handling involved to shift
the produce from the light railway to the
standard railwvay would, in a few years, pro-
bably outweigh the difference in the cost of
constructing the light railway I amn sug-
gesting.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: It would give set-
tlers facilities in the meantime.

Mr. COB BOY: But I do not know that
it would be worth while. There are two fea-
tires of the light railways as we knew them
during the war. We had experience of their
use in connection with military operations,
and it is worth remembering that army com-
manders had at their disposal practically
illimitable labour, and a very cheap form of
labour, to do the work. The men were used
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in such numbers that would not be tolerated a remarkable granite formation 400ff. high
in civil life, because they could not pos-
sibly be utilised at a profit. Those lines,
too, were used only in areas where it was
impossible to use the standard railway.

Lieut.-Colonel flenton: That is so.

Mr. CORBOY: We have no areas in this
State where that app)lies. There is only one
instance I know of where a light line was
used for agricultural operations, and that
was along the valley of the Nile. It was
used to bring the produce from the cultiva-
tions along the sweet water canal to the or-
dinary railway. Bit the conditions operat-
luig there were very different. Right along
that valley is a standard railway; the culti-
vated area along the banks of the Nile is
very narrow and a great many of these
feeder railwvays manned by coolie labour
run at right angles to the main line through
the cultivation. That was an instance where
it was possible to operate light lines success-
fully, but I know of no belt of country in
this State where the same conditions apply.
1 am convinced that the laying down of lines
on the standard gauge afid using the ordin-
ary rolling stock, similar to the Like Grace-
Newdegate line, is a much more sensible
proposition than would be the adopting of
a different gauge with different rolling stock.
I should like to direct the attention of the
Government to one or twvo areas that I
think are worthy of very much closer inves-
tigation than they have received, and that
prTobably will prove of benefit to the Gov-
ernment by reason of the increased revenue
they would return if opened tip. There is
ain area in which the member for Avon
andl I arc perhaps equally interested, the area
lying eastward from Kalkalling in his elec-
torate and westward from Bullfinch in mine.
For years past there has been talk of link-
ing up~ the dead-ends on the railway system
at Bencubbin and Bullfinch. The Beneubbin
line has lately been extended to Kalkalling.
I have been out eastwards from Kalkalling
20 miles to the rabbit-proof fence and was
in a belt of first-class country, so far as I
could judge, all the time, heavy forest
country, sone of it settled, but not a great
deal because of its distance from a railway.
I have also been out westwards from Bull-
finch for a distance of about 17 miles.
There is a gap of about 30 miles between
the two points to which I travelled. Coming
west of Bullfinch for the 17 miles to DII-
adji, I was in a belt of good country all
the wAi. At Biladji I went to the top of

that was one of the trig-stations used by
Mr. I. S. King when he carried out his
big survey in the nineties. So far as the
eye could see from that eminence, there wvas
heavy forest country. It seems to me there
is a great area of country in that part de-
serving of much closer investig-ation than
it has so far received. There are possibili-
ties of settling a great many more people
in that area. There are settlers north of the
railwvay line at floongin and Bodallin and
stations this side of Southern Cross for dis-
tances of upwards of ten or twelve miles,
and a railway linking Kalkalling and Bull-
finch would pass within ten or fifteen miles
north of those settlers.

The Premier: Last week I discussed that
matter with the Railway Advisory Board.

Mr. CORBOY: I. am pleased to bear that.
I have discussed it with the Commissioner of
Railways from a railway working point of
view. and the Commissioner agrees that it
would be a good thing- if the dead-ends were
linked up. It would be stupid to ask the
Government to build 40 or 50 miles of rail-
wa 'y merely for the sake of making railway
working, easier. We could use that length
of rails to much better purpose elsewhere.

The Premier: We should build it ijita the
Eastern Goldfields line, perhaps into Merre-
din.

Mr. CORBOY: That would mean running
still another parallel line within a few miles
of the existing line into Merredin.

The Premier: Perhaps it would go into
Burracoppin.

IMr. CORBOY: Even if it were run into
Burracoppini, it would not (10 so much to
open up) the country as would the line I sug-
gest. The line I propose would open up
the country north of Westonia.

The Premier: I think both lines are re-
quired.

Mr. CORBOY: It is a question which line
is needed first, and on that I havc no douht.
1 appeal to the Government to do something
definite in the way of liavinxr a proper cbas-
silication made of this area, by an officer
"'ho is not already prejudiced with the too-
far-east business. T do not want this coantr y
classified byv an officer who thinks that the
rabbit-proof fence stops the clouds. 'Many
do think that the clouds break up when they
reach that fence.

Mr. Latham: The season is better out
there this year than ever before.
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31r, CORBOY: According to some of out'
highly placed officers, there is no rain on the
other side of the fence. I ata sanguine that
the crops now growing ia the Southern Cross
and Bullfinch areas will convince even the
prejudiced officers of the department that
wheat can be grown profitably east of tile
fence.

The Premier:. There is a limit out there.
Mr. CORBOY: Yes. Not many years ago

members of this Chamber said that the
limit had been reached when farmers went
to -Merredin.

Mr. Taylor: And before t hey got there,
too.

iMr. COBBOY: I remember the howl
against the Leader of the Opposition, who
wvas said to be murdering people wthren hie
seat them out to Mxerredin.

The Minister for Agriculture: There is
a line to ho drawn.

Mr. CORI3OY: As science goes ahead,
breeds of wheat will be found that will grow
oa less rainfall and with less moisture than
is the case to-day, and we shall then find that
the line will be pushed further east than
ever.

Mr. Taylor: As you populaite the country,
so will the seasons change.

MLvr. CORBOY:- I am nlot convinced of
that.

The Minister for Agriculture: They have
not changed at Kalgoorlie or Broken Hil11.

Mr. CORBOY: I do not think that the
chopping down of trees at Southern Cross
will induce the elouds to come up in any
greaier number. Even to-day wheat is being
grown at a profit on a rainfall that would
have been inadequate 10 3r 20 years, ago.

Mr'. MNaley: At Bruce Rock?
Mr. CORBOY: No, nor nt Three Springs.

Perhaps the Minister is somewhat afraid
that the land is on the other side of the
country I have mentioned.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: I am not
afraid. I was in South Australia thme othier
day and saw a huge tract of country that
had been settled, hut it had to he given up,
because of the dryness of the conditions,
although the settlers were all good farmers.

M-r. CORBOY: People harv' had to leave
huge tracts of countr 'v in this State, but the
land has been made A success or' by others.

Tire M1inister for Agriculture: This will
not he taken up.

Mr. CORROY: That ma' he so for the
next 10 years, but if it was; good enough for
those people to go on to, it wi'lnobelg

before a type of wheat is founid that can be
grown there on an economical basis. I appeal
to the Government to investigate this belt of
country and obtain the advice of unpre-
judiced experts. We want people who are
esperieneed to say whether it will bear
settlement or not. I believe that with
proper methods, arid the atilisation of
sheep in conjunction with the growing
of cereals, there is a great future be-
fore that locality. If the Leader of
the Opposition were here to-night he would
bear me out in what I am going to say,
for he was with mne on one occasion when
I wont to Bulifincir. Our traini consisted of
one passenger coacoh, three loaded trucks and
a guard's van. The engine had the greatest
difficulty on two occasions ia pulling this
small train up a hank, because the grass had
so mnatted between the track and the wheels.

Mr. Sampson: There was too much weight
behind.

Mr, CORBOY: Perhaps so. That line is
not frequently used, and thie grass gets a
good chance to grow. Throughout that dis-
trict when we were visiting- it, feed was
plentiful everywhere. Any mnan on 2,000
acres should, with the aid of sheep and wheat,
make a success of farming there. I hope the
Government will have a thorough investi-
gation made of it before coming to a decision
as to where they run the railway from Cow-
cowing. If proper reports are obtained they
will he convinced that a great deal more
could be done by linking that country up
with Bullfinch, and enabling- people to utilise
it for wheat growing and shee) raising.
Then'c is another area that i., worthy of hot-
ter attention than it has received, and that
is the country east of Newdegate and north-
west of Ravensthorpe, known as Lake
TDamnosa. For some months past the
depanrtment has had M.~r. Surveyor Pitt
and his staff classifyving the at-ea. I under-
stand he has sent to the dnpartmnent von'
glowing reports of what he has seen. Al-
though Mr. Pitt has been there for somie
time and has puit in a favourable report, lip
to the p~resent the Governmient hare not sent
out a single surveyor, so far as I know, to
survey tF'e couintry and make it available for
settlement. This p-arty, under Surveyor Pitt,
must have cost a good deal of mioney, because
the mn are situated 40 miles from the near-
est store. Once assured reports have been
received as to the value of th, country, there
should he sufficient organisation available in
the department to send out surveyors, and
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mark out thle Country So that it may be avail-
able for settlement. Before the district can
be (aken. up the question of water supply
will have to be gone into. Key water supplies
mnust be provided on thre way to that locality
as well as on the spot. I unders7tand the de-
partment is in possession of reports in whichi
the best damn sites arc indicate(, Expert of-
ficers, months ago decided as to the most
suitable places for the Irovision of dams, but
so far nothing has been dlone, I hope that
the Government will look into the matter.
Numnbers of people are waiting to settle
in the Lake )anoaa distiel, but can-
not do so until the land has been
surveyed and cut op. Fortunately this 'year
my electorate is looking forward with great
confidence to the future, both as regards win-
ing and farming. A few weeks ago I was at

Newegte, where the crops wvere looking ex-
ceedinglv well. Last year a number of men
did so we!l out of their first crop that they
have practically reached the motor-car stage.

The Minister for Agriculture: Rather fool-
ish of themn to buty motor ears.

Mr. CORBOY: I have in mind one or two
men who were icertainly not foolish, because
their returns were so great that they were
able to purchase a motor car without its he-
lag a luxury. Their prospects for the corn-
in- season indicate that their returns should
be even greater than those of last year.

Mr. Lambert: i)lotur cars are not a luxury
on a farm.

Mr. CORB-OY: Some of the settlers there
have leg-.itimate cause for seeking con-
sideration in connection with the railway
now in touiise of construction. It is proposed
fo run the line to the Newdegate towusite.
There are, however, settlers upwards of 16
and 18 miles south and south-east of the
townsite. One man will have to cart 17 miles
to the present terminus.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And there are some
just as far north.

Mr. CORI BOY: Yes. I t would be wise,
while the nec-eFsary plant and gangs are there,
for the Government to investigate the mat-
ter. Thle people I speak of have worked
hard. and the man who has to cart 17 miles
I-as 450 acres under wheat this year. Now
would he the -roper time for the Government
to extend the railway anolther five or six miles
in order to bring these people within a rea-
sonable cartingr distance. They are playing
their part and developing their holdings pro-
perly. They have big areas under crop, hut
unless they are given reasonable transport

fmililies, they will have great difficulty in
carrying on. I would also refer to the ques-
tion of transport on the south coast. This
subject is, of course, a hardy annual: when-
ever I have spoken on the Address-in-reply,
I have found it necessary to refer to the
matter. Again on this occasion it is, un-
fortunately, necessary to mention that the
people on the south coast are paying freights
which are aplnreciably hampering the devel-
opment of the country, if not preventing its
further development. As I think I stated
last year, we have been successful in securing
the -reduction of the wheat freight by one-
third; but even now that freight stands at
10d. per bushel, or double what is paid on
any railway.

Mr, Lath am: That is the shipping freight
alone.

Air. COIIBOY: Yo; it includes railage
from Ravcnsthorpe to Hopetoun. It is the
through freight from the railway station at
Rlaveusthorpe to the wharf at Fremantle.

Member: Why take the wheat to Fre-
mantle?

Mr. CORBOY: Thle State Shipping Ser-
vice do not care whether they dump the wheat
off at Albany or at Fremantle; the freight is
the same. In fact, a con siderable proportion
of the wheat is not shipped to Fremantle at
all. The freight of 10d. per bushel is alto-
gether too heavy a harden on the people who
are endeavouring to make a success of our
southern lands.

Mr. Lathamn: They have to pay thle highest
freight on superphosphate too.

31r. CORBOY: Yes; these people are also
handicapped by excessive freights on super-
phosph ate, machinery, and all that they have
to take into the district in order to produ1ce
their crops. At the same time, they have to
pay very heavy freight on what they send
out of their district. I am hopeful that relief
will be given to that country from the burden
under wvhich it suffers, and has suffered for
many years.

The Premier: The difficulty is largely geo-
graphical.

Mr. CORE QY: I recog-nise that, but the
people in other parts of the State are getting
a considerable subsidy. Farmers along the
railways wvlo are taking super to their farms
receive a considerable concession from the
Railway Department, whereas no such con-
cession is ranted by the State Shipping Ser-
vice. There is a considerable area of good
country at Rsvensthorpe available for selec-
tion.
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Mr. Latham: It is very good land.
31r. CORBOY: That in the Ravensthorpe

hills is, I suppose, some of the finest land in
the State.

Mr. Latbam: That is so.
The Premier: If the district were con-

nected up with the railway system, it would
be very prosperous.

Mr. CORBOY: Eventually I hope to
see the 'Newdegate line extended easTwaifl
through the Lake Dainnosa country, and then
it will be possible to link up with Ravens-
thorpe. But that is a matter of the days to
come; it is not an immediate possibility.
However, if it is possible to subsidise farmers
along the railway system with cheap freights,
it should be possible to do something for the
farmers in the area along the south coast.
I appeal to the Government to keep this
question closely in mind when framing the
freight rates which are to operale after the
new steamer comes into commission on the
coast. I know it is not much use looking for
relief while the "Eucla" remains in commis-
sion, but when the new oil-burning vessel
which, while having a bigger carrying capa-
city, is to effect a saving of £10 a day in
running costs alone, becomes available, relief
should be in sight. 1 hope the Government
will hear in mind the difficulties under which
the south coast settlers have suffered for so
many years, and afford t1Mm some appreci-
able relief. There is magnificent land in that
district. A friend of mine, Mr. Stewart of
Havensihorpe, has for years past lad an
average crop of 2R9 bushels to the acre; but
owing to the cost of transport and other dis-
abilities he has found the game an tip-hill
fight all along. Certainly lie has not been
able to get ahead anything like as fast as
he should have done. Had he secured land
of similar quality on the railway system,
he would have been able to retire years
ago. With regard to hospitals and hos-

its! accommodation, my elcetorate has the
doubtful distinction of being the most heavily
burdened Community in the whole State in
respect of amounts p)aid for medical atten-
tion. I do not know whether my constituents
are pleased about it, but I am not. We have
the greatest difficulty in retaining medical
facilities. Irn Southern Cross there is a
hospital which to-day is nin as a private
hospital, the matron receiving a subsidy from
tile Government. There is also a doctor who
is subsidised byv the Government. Yet in
order to keep the doctor in the district it is

necessary for each family to contribute £E5
a year. ]It addition to that, if a person falls
ill and goes into the hospital, he has to pay
four guinecas per week. to the matron, On
top of ti at he has to pay for the doctor's
services. All that, again, is on top of the
annual contribution of £5. In Ravensthorpe
we are even worse off. We have not a doctor
at all. We have only a matron, and again
the Government have to pay a subsidy to
keep the matron there. If anyone is seri-
ously injured, it is necessary to get a doctor
across from the Great Southern district, over
a distance of about 150 miles. Unfortin-
ately we had a couple of deaths at Havens-
I horpe wvhich I am sure could have been
prevented had there been a medical man in
the vicinity. By the time medical aid had
been brought ac~ross from the Great South-
ern district, it wans too late. I recognise that
it is extremely difficult for us to get any-
thing more than we have at Ravcnsthorpe.
For some two or three years the Government
had a doctor at Raveosthorpe. He was
also resident magistrate, and received two
salaries so that he might he induced to remain.
The member for Swan (Mr. Sampson) orig-
inally agreedi to that arrangement.. Unfor-
tunately, hiowever, the two salaries combined
do not reach an amount which appeals to
any Young medical man, even one who has
just finished his course. Such men find they
can get a great deal more elsewhere. The
last doctor we had at Ravensthorpe was paid
£600 a year, plus wvhat he could earn by
private practice. One of the timber centres
wrote offering him £1I,000 a year as a sub-
sidy, and of course he dropped Raveusthorpe
like a hot potato and took the thousand a
year; and one could not blame him for do-
ing so. Our difficulty has been to find a man
willing to take on the job, even at the com-
bined salaries, It sometimes seems to me
that the only real solution of such a prob-
lem is the nationalisation of the medical pro-
fession. Howiever, that also is something
which may be posssible only in the distant
future. I trust that something will be done
by the Government to place our outback and
country hospitals on a better basis than they'
are on to-day, and to provide the people,
who arc paying very much more than
metropolitan residents, with something like
decent medical facilities. Take the peo-
ple in Southern Cross or Rat-cnsthorpe.
They are paying, as I have mentioned,
£5 per family by war of medical
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contributions. Here iii Perth the sub- one before that, but I do hope tbst tis
seriptions to hospitals would not average
£1 per head. Again, as against the four
guineas per week charge at thle Southern
Cross hospital, the charge at the Perth Hos-
pital is 8s. per day.

Mr. Panton: The collection per patient
amounts to %'ery little.

Mr. CORBOY: I know that demands for
payment have lbeen pressed by the Perth
Hospital in eases where that should not have
been done. People have been dunned vveek
after week by the secretary of the Perth
Hospital, people quite unable to pay, and
other people, who apparently could afford to
pay, are admitted and very little is heard of
them afterwvards. They are people who should
he told to go to a private hospital.

Mr. Sampson: That is never knowingly
done.

Mr. CORBOY: I could tell tile holl. mem-
ber of one case where it was done.

Mr. Sampson: The Perth Hospital people
are very hard pressed for money, and I do
not think they would lose the opportunity
of collecting fees.

Mr. CORBOY: At all events, the position
is that; the burden of maintaining medical
facilities is distributed most inequitably. The
people in the back country are bearing aI
great deal more than their proper share of
the burden, and metropolitan residents are
managing to evade their share.

Mr. Samrson: Moreover, the hospitals in
certain big country centres are looked after
by the Government, and the local people are
not called upon to the same extent.

Mr. CORBOY: I believe that is so. I re-
gret that Parliament did not see fit last
session to pass a certain measure. Though
I amt not by any means an advocate for de-
veloping the gambling instincts of our peo-
ple, yet I know that a considerable amount
of money goes out of this State every year
to Queensland and Tasmania. If some of
that money can be used for the maintenance
of hospitals in Queensland, I see no reason
why it should not be used for the same pur-
pose here. However, the Bill in question
was unfortunately defeated, and so the Min-
ister was not provided wvith the money lie
expected to receive towards the maintenance
of hospitals.

Mr. Sampson: We shall have to go back
to the previous measure.

Mr. CORBOY: I am not particularly con-
cerned whether it is thle last measure or the

session something will be done to place our
nt:cdical facilities onl a much sounder basis,
and to remove some of the burden on the
people outback, and also to give those people
something like reasonable facilities. I ap-
peal to the Government to do something to
place thle matter on a better footing. I bad
intended to refer to the position of the min-
ing industry, but I shall reserve aWhat I have
to say tin that reg-ard for the Estimates, ex-
cept to remark that at the Raveasthorpe
end, copper mining is still at a standstill.
'flnt real old hardy annual of mine, the
Raveustliorpe smelter case, is not yet final-
ised; the mione 'y is not yet paid. Let us not
look hard at the Government; the money
has been available, so far as they are con-
cerned, for thle last 15 months; but unfor-
tunately the plaintiff will not take it, and
so, the other men are still in the same diffi-
culty' . Until the'plaintiff takes it, the others
cannot get their money. Apart from that,
at the other end, Southern Cross and Yil-
gare, mnining is on the uip grade. Very fine
development has taken place during the last
few months. At Burbidge the syndicate
which took over the Great Victoria mine
aire doing good work. For some six
or eight months now they have returned
an average profit of £1,000 per month from
tinder 8 dwt. ore.-From that fact those mem-
hers who represent mining electorates will
realise what good work is being done in that
particular instance. Thle syndicate have an
up-to-date plant that treats the ore economi-
cally and they arc working on proper lines.
I understand that Mr. Kingsley Thomas, the
Royal Commftissioner oin mining, said that
the mine was one of the only two decently
equipp~ed in the State. At ainy rate their
figures show that their plant is effective. At
the Manxmnii good developmelnts have taken
place, and it looks as though one or two
really good mines wvill be developed on the
R adio line of lode there, it is gratifying
to know that at the Yilgarn end of the fields,
mining appears to be on the up grade. They
are getting good returns and there is an
optimistic note throughout the minling coin-
inunity there that is quite llasant after the
dismal and miournful tales one used to hear
some years ago. howvever, I shall reserve
anything more I desire to say' under this
heading until the Alining Estimafeb are be-
fore us. In the meantime f again appeal to
thme Government to consider seriously the
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opening up of the areas I bave referred to.
1 trust they will proceed with the surveying
and throwing open for selection of the lands
in the Damnosa country, mid the classifica-
tion of the Kalkalling lands. I also trust
that they will place the medical facilities I
have referred to on a proper basis.

On motion byv Mr. Wilson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.47 p.m.

2Lcgtelatfve Council,
Wednesday, 19th August, 1925.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PETITION-WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUS-
TEE, EXECUTOR, AND AGENCY
CO., LTD., ACT AMENDMENT.

lon. J. NICHOLSON presented a peti-
tion froml the W~est Australian Trustee,
Exeutor, and Agency Company, Limited,
praying for leave to introduce a Bill to
amend the West Akustralian Truistee. Execui-
tor, andi Agency Company, Ltd., Act.

Petition received aind read and the prayer
of the petition granted.

BILL,-WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUSTEE,
EXECUTOR, AND 4AGENCY CO.,
LTD., ACT AMENDMENT.

introduced by Hon. J, Nicholson and
read a first time.

Re/erred to Select Committee.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, Bill
referred to a select committee consisting
of Hon. W. H. Kitsun, Hon. HI. Seddon and
the mover, to report on the 26th August.

QUESTION-INTERNATIONAL
LABOUR CONVENTIONS.

Hon. J. E. DOT)D asked the Colonial Sec-
retary: 1, How many conventions and re-
ekomniendat lions vi the International Labour
Ofire of thle Tteigte ol! Nations have been
received from the Federal floverninentl 2,
With 'ri at matters do they deal? 3, H1ave
the conventions and recommendations been
rat i Red 1

The COLONIAjL SECRETARY replied:
i, Thirty-six. 2, A list of the matters laid
on the Table to-day. 31, The obligation to
ratify is not with the State Government.
Many of the points dealt with in the con-
ventions and recommendations are covered
by existing State legislation and regulations.
Matters tint aine applicable to the requoire-
mnents. of this State, and for which adequate
legislative provision has not been made, are
now receiving consideration.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Ron. E. Rose (South-West) on the
ground of urgent private business.

LAPSED BILL-RESTORATION.

On motion by' Hom. H. A. Stephenson,
ordlered : That a5 messag e be sent to the
I egisla tire Assembly requesting that the
coinsideration of the Bills of Sale Act
Amkiendmecnt Bill, passed by this Hoose last
session and transmnitted to the Legislative
A ssemnljl. many be resnmed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Ninth Day.

Debate resumned from tile previous day.

HON, J. E. DODD (South) [4..381: The
Address.in-rerly debate gives us an oppor-
tunity to review lie actions of the Govern-
muent during the recess and to express our
opinions on the programme they are going
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