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Hon. E. H. GRAY: 1 interjected with
a question as to whether he was there and
he replied in the negative, adding that he
was not an agitator.

Hon. E. H. Harris:
bim.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I was in the strecis
during the strike and 1 did not see anything
that warranted the exaggerated statements
appearing in the Press. T have had a long
experience in industrial matters and, in my
opinion, tbe prestige of the policz has been
increased, owing to the action of the Gov-
ernment during the strike. The fact is that
up {o that time the police had always taken
part against the workers in industrial
tronbles nnder instructions from the Gov-
ernment,

You misunderstood

Hon. J. Ewing: You ought rot to say
that.

Hon. E. H, GRAY: That is my experi-
_ence,

Hon.
Hon.

A, Burvill: It is a bit too strong.
E. H GRAY: It is true.

Hon. J. Ewing: No, it is not.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: At any rate, that
is my opinion and experience. In this in-
stance, the police were absolutely neutral.
When Mr. Brown interjected that it had
been a bloodless strike, Dr. Saw retored,
“Bloodless, owing to the anzmie action of
of the Government.” I am sorry Dr. Saw
is not present because I wished to ask him
whether he was serious when he made that
interjection. I thought thaf spirit had died
out of our public life.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Dr Saw said that it
was bloodless in the sense that the actions
of the Government had been an®mic. He
did not mean it in the way you infer.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: That is the only
construetion I could put on the interjection.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: What he meant
was that the Government were anmmic in
their attitude towards the strike.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Yes, but he said it
was bloodless, becanse of the anwmic action
of the Government. ’

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Does pot that bear
ont what T say? e did not mean what
vou inferred. He did not mean that be
wished blood had been spilt.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: At any rate, I think
mine is & commonsense interpretation to be
rlaced upon the interjection.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: I think you are
quite wrong.
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Hon. E. H. GRAY: If hon. members
say 1 am wrong, I shall be pleased to ae-
knowledge it.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: I am surz Dr. Saw
did not mean it in the way you infer.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: T desired to refer
te this matter becanse 1 counld not believe
that any public man would make sach a
statement. 1 hope Dr. Saw will take the
opportunity to explain that interjection.
My experience is that owing to the Govern-
ments of the day in lhe past not under-
standing the working class conditions, they
always used the polire against the strikers
and so crested trouble. That state of af-
fairs does not now cxist, and T sincerely
helieve that in the last industrial trouble the
prestige of the police was increased and the
ean in the street has now a greater respect
for the police force than cver before. I
have pleasure in supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon,

adjourned.

debate

House adjourncd at 5.35 p.m.

Aegislative Fssembly,
Tuesday, 18tk August, 1925,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FRUIT MARKETING
LEGISLATION.

Mr. SAMPSON (withont notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculinre:—Is the state-
ment relating to fruit marketing published
in the “Mt, Barker District News,” and
which appears in this morning’s issue of the
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“\West Australian™ authentic? In this it is
stated that Ministerial assurance has been
given that the proposed Fruit Marketing
Bill will be a compulsory measure?

The Premier: Do you expeet the Minister
to tell you what his Bill is going to contain?

The MINISTER ¥FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: The matter has not yet heen deter-
mined by Cabinet.

QUESTION—FENCING, FEDERAL
ASSISTANCE.

My, LATHAM (without notice) asked
the Premier: In view of the statement of
the Federal Treasurer in his Budget Speech
of Augnst 13th, that legislation would be
introduced during the present session of the
Federal Parliament to provide for loans to
States to advance to settlers money to erect
vermin-proof fences, will he anticipate the
referred to legislation by ecalling for appli-
cations from settlers requiring assistance,
and thus expedite the construction of such
fences, so protecting settlers and the State
from losses which must acerue unless ur-
gently dealt wiih?

The PREMIER replied: I am not able
to give a definite answer, but the whole mat-
ter of assisting seftlers in respect of vermin
is now under consideration by the Govern-
ment.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Divoree Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Mann.

2, Cottesloe Municipal Beach Trust.
Introduced by Mr. North.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.
Debate resumed from the 13th August.

MR. CHESSON (Cue) [4.37]: It is very
gratifying for supporters of the Government
to be able to point to the sound state of the
finances. It does not leave much room for
Opposition eriticism. The late Government
left a defieit of £178,000, and the present
Government have reduced that by £120,000,
and so the deficit to-day stands at £58,000.
The present Government have shown econ-
omy in the administration of their depart-
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ments. Of eourse, if all the wants and re-
quirements put before us by members were
to be wmet, there would be no opportunity
for further reducing the deficit. Undoubt-
edly some credit for the improved finances
can be given to the bumper harvest of
24,000,000 bushels of wheat. Then there
has been the inereased revenue derived by
the railways from timber for expori, and
indeed, from all commeodities earried. The
pastoral industry is now beginning to re-
cover from the drought. Recently I visited
the Murchison, in eompany with the Min-
ister for Mines. Everywhere we went the
pastoralists evlogised the Government for
their action in reducing the railway freight
on starving stoeck during the drowght, when
the pastoralists were asked to pay freight
only one way. It gave those in the industry
an opportunity fo send their starving stock
down to Mullewa and other places where
feed was abundant, so minimising their
losses. Had not the Government come to
the assistance of the pastoralists in that way,
probably the greater number of the sheep
on the Murehison would have been lost.
Whatever the concession may have cost the
Government, there can be no doubt it will
come back to them twenty-fold within a
few years. Pastoralists alongside the rail-
ways took full advantage of the concession,
but some others at a distance from the line
negiecled the consigning of their sheep un-
ti] the sheep were in so bad a eondition that
thevy could not he moved, and so were lost

outright. Those losses are greatly to be
regretted, but no doubt the industry
will recover. During our trip we

found that pastoral property was chang-
ing hands at bhig fizures. All over the
Murchison pastoralists from other States
were purchasing properties and spending
large sums of money on their development
and stocking. Everywhere we found sta-
tions onee used as catile runs now heing
turned into sheep pastures. The ontside
vermin boards are making a big fight
against the dingoes, and are gradually ex-
terminating them. The pastoralists them-
selves are experts in dealing with these
dogs, and never move ahout the country
without a supply of bait and laying it.
Their attentions are not confined to their
own holdings, but they go out into the
cattle runs and Crown lands and carry on
the work of extermination. The dingoes
come in across the Nullabor Plains and
follow the Great Western railway, receiving
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furd throngh the medium of the rabbits.
Tlhey come in great numbers hul the people
on the onter fiinge of settlement are fight-
ing them, and in this way are protesting
the stoek helonging to the people inside.
They are doing a great work on behalf of
the Slate. I am glad to note from the
Kyeech that reforestation has now definitely
emerged from the experimental stage, and
ihat the State will, in vears to come, be
independent of onutside softwood supplies.
Tn the “West JMAustralian™ of 11th August
last there i« an article dealing with the
soft woods of the world, and the views of
the Prime Minister concerning the matter.
The article is as fellows:—

* There has recently ¢ome into my hands,"” said
the Prime Minister {Mr. 8. M. Bruce} to-day, ** an
oficial bulletin of the Queensland Forest Service
entitled ** the Softweod Prablem in Queensland,”
written hy Mr. V. Crenning, which, as its title
shows, deals primarily with the Queensland posi-
tion. The facts and figures produced, the argu-
ments developed, and the conclusions arvived at
are of such national importance that all interested
in the vital question of forostry should study this
valuable hrochure.

“We have always regarded Queensland and in
less dezree Northern New South Wales, as holding
onr great reserves of such roftwoods as hoop and
Tunya pine so it comes as a shock to read that
thera are only 800,000,000 superficial feet of pine
timher standing in Queensland, and at the rate of
cutting this matuce timber will last eight years.
Morz than half the cut eomes from private pro-
perty. so even were the Forest Service of Queens-
land to restriet the catting in Crown forests, the
lile of Avstralia’s premier softwoods would not be
greatly increased.

Mr. Grenning says:— Previous to the war
Queensland supplied her own softwoed require-
ments, and was able to export several million
superficial feet per annum to other States. Now
the demand has exceeded the supply, and Queens-
land will import a greater quantity of softwood
every vear. Fortunately, as will be shown later,
there is every prospect of securing our reqnire-
ments—at an ever-increasing cost, however —from
overseas for many years to come, though not in-
definitely.  Agnainst the threatened shortage of
overseas supplies in the future we must prepare,
and the only possible method is by establishing
plantations. Unless we make a serious effort to
forecast the futurc situation and to mcet that
gituation, we will fail in our duty.”

* There is the position and there is the remedy,
and what iz true for Queensland is doubly true for
all other States, for none has her sdvantages in
softwoods but all mwu<t depend entirely on im-
ports. Mr. Grenning then goes on to sct out
Australia’s position, and shows that 60,000,000
superficial feet of sawn softwood was consumed
on the continent in 1913 ; that dering the war it
declined to 239,000,000 superficial feet, but since
then it has increased rapidly, and it is expected
that the 1913 fizure will shortlv be eclipsed. In
1920-21 the cost of the importation of essential
goftwoords was £14,270¢ per day. We must have
softwood ; the demand will increase rather than
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decrease. An iuncreased utilisation of secondary
rpecies and hardwoods will alleviate the situation
to a certain extent. Boftwoods are necessary, and
the only way to make certain of futurc supplies is
hy plantation.

* lfow long chall we be able to import timber ¢
Can we prow our softwood plantations in time
before the famine arrives ? These two questions
require & rareful review of the world's softwoed
regources 10 enable an answer to be framed. The
bulletin gnes into the resources of each country
as follows :—Canada : Stand of softwood saw logs,
06,330,000,000 cubic feet: annual utilisation,
4,000,000,000 cubic fect. U.S.A.: The position is
more serions. Only 137,000,000 acres of the
original 522,000,000 acres of forest remain, and
56,000,000,000 cubic feet are being eont a year,
which is more than four times the estimated

prowth. Already she is dependent on Canada
for two-thirds of her ~news print. Of the ex-
istine stand of =aw timler in the United

States of America, estimated at 1,830,000,000.000
superficial feet, 65 per cent. is located in
the Pacilic Coast States and Alaska. Of this,
1,214,000,000,600 supericial feet only 10,000,000,
000 superlicial feet is cut annuallv. This eut will
naturally increase to supply the evergrowing de-
mand in the East. Again, Australia is as close to
this main source of aupply as the Eastern markets.
Europe : Total stand of softwoods, 285,000,000,000
cubic fect. The total annual utilisation of soft-
weoods exceeds by 2,230,000,000 cubic feet the
annual inerement of the forests (28 cubic feet per
acre per year). There are only three countries
with a surplus—Sweden, Finland, and Montenegro.
The others do not produce enough for their own
requirements. Siberia : Resources unknown.

' Summing the position up, Australia chould be
able to secure her aoftwood requircments for at
least thirty years from the West Coast of US.A.
and Canada. Mr. Grenning points out the poa
gible necessity of the Commenwealth Guvernment
embarking on a planting scheme so that Australia’s
roquirements may be produced most economically
by growing the most desirable species over large
areas of localities most svited to their develop-
ment.

“What has Australia done to date? The
figures giving areas of plantations are very de-
pressing reading :—New South Wales. 8 square
miles ; Victoria, 21 square miles ; Queensland, 2
square miles ; South Australia, 40 square miles ;
Western Australia, 25 square miles ; total, 734
square miles. During the year 1922-23 seven
square miles were laid down. The area we should
plant annuoally to meet our future requirements is
40 square miles.

* The Qucensland Forestry Service i3 to be con
oratulated for having sct out so clearly the position
in that State, and I can only hope that the lesson
this little bulletin teaches will he learnt hy the
other States, whose opportunities for growing
first-class softwoods are as great as those of Queens-
land. Tn the matter of the two Federal territories
that enjov temperate ¢limates pans are being laid
to plant up areas that will more than satisfy the
reuuirements of the expected population in years
to come in those territories.”

Mr. Bruge concluded by potnting out that forestry
is rapidly growing beyond the confines laid down
by State boundaries. The warnings of this bulle-
tin show clearly that it i3 only by a well-directed
and co-ordinated acheme:that the timber famine
that confronts uas can be averted. The Federal
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Government iy prepared at all times to co-operate
with the State in matters that concern the whole
Commonwealth, and it views the present forestry
gituation as one of the most important of the
national problems to be solved. It proposes by
the establishment of the Commonwealth School of
Foresiry to provide the means for training the
necessary personnel to earry out tbir great task.
It must look to the States sach to do their part, ae
they have control of the land to be afforested.

The importance of this subject is so great
that I think the article should appear in
“Hansard.” I have read a good deal of the
evidence taken by the Royal Commission
appointed to inquire into group settlement,
and the recommendations and-summmaries of
the position. I consider the report is in
accordance with the evidence. It is a valu-
able document. A lot of evidence has heen
colleeted, and a comparison has been made
with the methods adopted in this State and
in Victoria, New South Wales, and New
Zealand. In the opinion of the Commission
the scheme was commenced without proper
preparations being made for the migrants.
The idea was to settle people in the South-
West. It was a good one, but I do think
we went into it before adequate prepara-
tions were made. DMany migrants were
coming to these shores, and it was the duty
of the Government of the day to see that
they were placed. As pointed out by the
Commission, the idea first was to give these
migrants some training in practical farm-
ing, but that had to be abandoned. When
people are brought from the Old Country to
new surroundings and new work, there are
bound to be many failures amengst them.
That only stands to reason. A man brought
up in one walk of life is freguently not a
suceess in another walk., Many of our
migrants did not possess the necessary train-
ing for agriculiure, and in consequence have
proved failures on the groups. I agree with
the Commission that the scheme was launched
withont proper preparation,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
preparation de you suggest?

Mr. CHESSON: Provision should have
been made for adequate training of the
migraots. TFor example, a migrant could not
be expected to prove a success from the start
when put on clearing heavy timber, If a
number of men are placed together on a
group, never having seen each other before,
there are bound to be among them some
polers, some whe care nothing about the
sustenance.

What sort of
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Hon. Bir James Mitehell: A good many
of the settlers were our own people.

Mr. CHESSON: Even our own people
placed on a group and finding there men
unfit for the work, will be dissatisfied. If
one or two members of a group lag bebind,
it has a bad effect on the whole zroup. Many
of the migrants are of excellent type, but
they have heen brought up as mechanics or
aritsans, and their economie value is largely
lost when tliey are put to work as farm lab-
ourers. The Commission point out that, ac-
cording to the experience of the Kastern
Btates, a dairy farmer must have a minimom
of 20 milking cows, and this means a herd
of 30 cows and heifers. The Commission
also state that the area allocaled to the droup
settler is too small. Ope cow to three acres
means 9¢ acres ecleared or partly cleared.
The member for Snssex (Mr. Barnard) eriti-
cised the evidence taken from officials. My
candid opinion is that the evidence of the
supervisors was the best evidence that could
be obtained as to clearing and as to the gen-
eral lines of poliey laid down by the Govern-
ment. The trouble was that the snpervizors
had no power to dispense with an unsnitable
man, or with a man who would not make an
effort. Men of that description had to be
carried hy the group. The man in eharge
of a job should not.be there at all if he has
not power to discharge an unsatisfaetory
worker. The supervisor should be the best
Jjudge as to whether the men are doing a fair
day’s work or making a real effort.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But if he. dis-
charged anyone, he might be declared hlack.

Mre. CHESSON: The man who is merely
poling represents nothing but a bloodsucker.
The Commission also point out that the
agreement between the State Government and
the Imperial and Commonwealth Govern-
ments is unsatisfactory. That is proved by
the alterations which have been made in the
original agreement. We are still out for
further improvements.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We want more
liberal terms.

Mr. CHESSON: Certainly.

Mr. Latham: The agreement was in this
House for two years without any objection
being raised to it.

Hon, 8ir James Mitchell : Yon do not want
any migrants at all.

Mr. CHESSON: I have no objeetion what-
ever to migrants of the right type.
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Hon. Bir James Mitchell:
right type?

Mr. CHESSON:; Not men who have been
living on charity, or on doles, but men pre-
pared to strike out as onr forefathers did.
1 care not whether such men be miners,
sailors, fisherinen, or agriculturists. In this
young country we want men of initiative and
who are prepared to work hard. We do not
want men whe have been in receipt of doles.

Mr. Lathaw: That is a very unfair re-
mark. Britain had either to give her nnem-
ployed doles, or let them starve.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is a man’s
wisfortune, and not bis fault, when he has
to take doles.

My, CHESSON: The man whe has been
receiving a dole for some time lhas deterio-
rated. No mun works because he likes work;
he works beeanse it is compulsory in order
to obtain a living. The Commission further
draw attention to the fact that in the Bus-
seltou district 81,000 acres of alienated
land were drained by the Government. They
contend that there is no possible chance of
{he State heiug recouped for its expendilure
in draining that area of j:rivately owned land
unless Parliament passes legislation for the
purpose. I recognise that the Commission’s
findings are in accordance with the evidence.
It was open to any person who chose to do
50 to give evidenee before the Commission;
and it people complain now about the evi-
demnce, the fault lies with themselves. They
had the epportunity of giving evidence. If
the Commission had not taken evidence from
the supetvizors, they would have been lacking
in theiv duty.

Mr. Bampson: Did you read page 214 of
the evidence?

Mr. CHESSON: I read a good portion of
it. Another matter I wish fo refer to is the
sandalwood industry. I have arrived at the
conclusion that the goldfields area on which
sandalwood is obtained should be earmarked
for the benefit of worn-out miners and pros-
pectors, In view of the number of applica-
tions from miners and prospectors that are
made every year, the quantity of sandalwood
to be pulled, 1,500 tons, is not anvthing like
sufficient to allow each applicant an alloca-
tion of five tons.

Mr. Panton: Only about 1,000 tons of
sandalwood are being pulled now, not 1,500.

Mr. CHESSOXN: At this moment there are
already fully 100 applications ledged

What is the
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with the Mines Department for permits

te eut sandalwood next year. The
applieations have been made on the
principle of getting in early. Genuine

prospectors and miners interview goldields
members thne atter time for the purpose
of securing permits. One gets the neces-
sary papers tor the man, and he makes
his applieation, but only to find that the
whole of the tonnage for ihe year has been
alieady aksorhed. Tefore long there wiil be
little sandalwood left in Western Australia,
and therefure something shonld be done to
} vovide For worn-out miners and prospectors.
It would he a zenerous act to reserve for
such men the sandalwood on ihe goldlields
areas,  Another matter that affeets my eon-
stiturney i3 the Traffie Bill that was hefore
Tarliament Iast session. Tt was amended
alonez lines sugzested by the select committee
to which it was referred. We know what
hanprened in the Legislative Council towards
the end of the session. Tn effect, they passed
the schednle to the Bill oniy, and thus taxa-
tion was imposed, leaving the rest of the
measure to stand aside. The extra taxation
affevts those concerned with the carting of
ore to the State batteries. They have to
keep the battery going during the period
when crushing operations are undertaken,
and the tax which bears heavily upon those
engaged in the carting has to be passed on
to the inspectors. I recognise that the
Government have requested the Counecil to
Iurther consider the Bill, which is to be
treaied as a lapsed Bill, and if that is done,
some relief may be afforded. I hope the Bill
will be passed along the lines suggested by
this House when the measure was sent to the
Couneil for endorzement. As to the mining
industry generally, I travelled with the Minis-
ter for Mines throughout the Murchison gold-
fields. I congratulate the members of the
Ministry on the fact that during the recess
they have visited practically every part of
Western Australia. The Minister for Mines
visited almost the whole of the mining
areas of the State with the exception, of
course, of those in the North-West. Taring
the Minister’s trip through the Murchison he
drew attention to ihe relief granted to the
mining industry in the taxation measures
last session and emphasised that the income
tax wonld be imposed only on profits and
that new capital would he exempt from taxa-
tion until the amount suhseribed by the share-
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helders had been returned. Those announce-
ments, together with those relating to the re-
duction in raiiway freights, met with the
approval of the people outback, especially
those concerned in mining operafions. They
realised how they had been penalised in the
past hecause, when (hey endeavoured to
bring their plant up to date, they were taxed
practically on development. Then the sub-
sidy on cartage to the Sfate battery
has had a beneficial effect. At present if

a show is 30 miles from a State bat-
tery. the Government subsidise the
carfage to the extent of 23s. a ton,

which means that the prospector has to
pay only 5s. a ton. This affords the pros-
pector an opportnnity to develop his own
proposition, if it is more than 30 miles
away from a Stafe battery, without hav-
ing to mive an option over the show. Tt
also means that development will be enconr-
aged and then the Government will be in a
position to know whether the erection of a
State battery, if requested for one of these
centres, is justified or not. There is also
a chance that, as a result of this subsidy,
some of the more distant propositions
may he developed into another Kalgoorlie.
If that were done, it would provide the hest
immigration agent Western Austraiia could
have. We would not require help at the
other end, becanse the right class of people
weuld come here, just as peopie of energy
ane initiative flocked to Wesiern Australia
in the boom days. Much is bemy done for
tLe prospectors by the State Prospeeling
Board. 'The member for Coolgardie {(Alr.
Leombert) and myself are members of the
bhoard, and if any genuine prospector ad-
vanees a claim for assistance, he is not turned
down. [ have a statement relating to the
money alloeated and other partienlars re-
garding the operations of the board during
the last six months of the financial year
ended 30th June, 1925. It is as follows:—

The State Prospecting Board continued to assist
prospectors with the granling of sustenance, cx-
plosives, railway fares, freight, and the loan of
turn-outs and tools for prospecting in approved
localities. The central board was guided hy the
recommendations of the Advisory Boards at Kal-
goorlie and Mt. Magnet, for prospestors desiring
assistance from those centres. From the incep-
tion of therboard, on the Ist September, 1919, to
the 31st December, 1924, assistance was granted
to 711 parties, comiprising 1,19} men at a cost of
£28.252 I4s. 10d. Hor the six months ended 30th
June, 1923, 70 partics, comprising 108 men, were
asgisted, and 45 applications for extension were
granted, on the recommendation of the board, at
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a cost of £2,810 10s. 10d.
portioned as follows :—

This amount was ap-

£ s d
Rations 1766 7 B
Hire, horses . e 192 011
Hire, camels 415 9
Purchase of cquipment ... 91 16 1
Freight ... .. .. 2316 3
Fares 3818 7
Explosives ... 33 011
Miscellaneous .o 16519 1
State Prospecting - Party,
No. 5 .. w121 a5 10
State  Prospecting  Party,
No. 6 .. . M0 909

£2,810 10 10

This makes a total of 781 parties comprising
1,299 men assisted, at a total cost of £31,063 &s.
8d., since the inception of the hoard. In addition
£4,131 16s. 2d. has been spent on five prospecting
parties controlled by the board. During the six
months ended 30th June, 1925, 19 applications
were refused and four were withdrawn. In some
cages where assistance wns refused it was because
the applications did not come within the scope
of the board’s powers. During the early part of
the year, the whole of the goldfields areas were
suffering from the cffcets of a prolonged drought.
For this reason alone the board were reluctently
compelled to refuse some of the applications made.
During February, good rains fell in the North-
West and Murchison. and fair in other parts of the
goldiields. Tater, further mins bene'ited these
localities. and morc especially the FEastern gold-
fields, where the rain had previously been in-
sufficient. Some of the assisted prospectors have
been snccessfnl in finding gold during the six
months and some of the retnrns are as shown
hereunder—

tons. 078,
175323 Jones, W. ... 18 61-56
936/24 DMartyn, W, 37-75 26-7
1375724 Nyborg, A. R. Dolliecd  47-56
. ’ Alluvial  90-7
144123 Allen, W. ... f Allwwial 90-7
33522 Belater, A. 3 30
531 /24 Curtiz & Deeble 9 9-6
1721723 Rogers & Oliver ... 25 20
416/23 Heffernan & Swan- f 3 108-28
s0n Dollied  44-25
1621/22  O'Brien, W. Trollied 104
1702 /22 Bankier & MeParlin - Alluvial  63-1

Good prospects have been reported by Messre.
Hollow & Heaton, 60 miles S3V. of Southern
Cross, Heffernan & Swanson at Barrambie, and
Gessner & Fuffa, at Kornalpi. Refunds were
made during the six months by—

£ s.d.
Allen, Wm. 3 13 4 Doogardie.
Nyborg, A. R. ... 21 2 0 Taurus.
Meffernan & Swan-
gon ... ... 162 10 @ Boorambie.
Hough, D. E.A. ... 13 0 0 Mt Magnet.
Agher, J. . 410 0 St. Ives.

Assistance had been granted to prospectors in
all parts of the State, although the majority of
applications were from prospectors in the Eastern
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and Murchison goldfelds. At the 30th June,
they were located as follows—

Parties. Men.
North-West ... 7 12
Murchisom | e N 38
Northern ... 5 12
Eastern . 30 48
Southern 4 3
717 115

Of the 77 parties mentioned above, one had o
turn-out only, five had turn-outs and tools, 10 had
turn-outs, tools and sustenance, five had sus-
tenance and tools, four had sustenance and tumn-
out, live had tools only, and 47 had sustenance
only. During the period under review, the hoard
assisted a party of prospectors by the Joan of a
boat and eyuipment, also sustenance for pros-
pecting on the Kimberley const. Owing to a
disagreement in the party, the board would not
allow any of them to procced beyond Kocbourne,
where the expedition was abandoned. The cost
of this party was £340¢ 9s. 9d., but by the sale of
the bozt and the stores, is was hoped that the
ultimate cost would be comparatively small. A
further practical test having been made with the
band-boring plant, it was considered suitable for
the work required to he performed by it. These
machines are now available for loan to prospectors.
With regard to hand boring plants, four of
these have been made availuble. They are
fairly light and weigh about 30lbs. It i3
possible lo bore to a depth of 30ft. or more.
I know of one instance m tite Murchison
where the boring was (aken down to a depth
of 28ft. This method will prove a big boon
lo prospectors heecause we realise the diifi-
culties owing te the geolozical formation in
various parts of Western Australia. There
is a cement that occurs in depths varying
from 3ft. to 36ft. and with the aid of the
hand berers the prospector ean get through
the cement and may possibly locate the
source whenee gold oceurrences have been
shed. I feel satisfied that the plant
will prove efficient and that it will be greatly
utilised hy prospectors. We have one on
trianl at Cue, one has heen operating at
Meekatharra and others on ihe Eastern gold-
fieids, so there will be opportunities to sub-
ject it to a thorough test. Dauring the Min-
isterial tour of the outer gollficlds we visited
the huge manganese deposit at Horseshoe.
Prior to that I had no idea or ite magnitnde.
The directors should certainly bave no diffi-
culty in securing the necessary capital 1o de-
velop the proposition.  If the railway is built
they can look forward to many years of
quarrying to supply the wants not only of
Australia, but also of the warld from this
one deposit. Through the eourlesy of the
member for Coolgardie ({JMr. Lambert) I
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have seen particulars of the assays. Samples
of the ore have been sent to Germoany and
other parts of the world, und certain assays
have been made in Australin. These have
proved saiisfaciory, and the extent of ihe
deposit is likewise satisfactory. The peoplé
trom Geraldfon northwards are seized with
the importance of assisting to develop this
deposit, realising that big exportations of
manganese will mean much fv the port of
Geraldton, The people of the Murchison ean
be relied upon to support the proposition.
Wiluna was another place visited. There a
majority of the leaseholders are awaiting
the results of operations on the Gwalia Con-
solidated leases, where a shatt bas been sunk
to 300ft. and crosseuts have been put in.
What (he values are, we do not know, but if
they prove satisfactory, Wiluna will do much
to revive the mining industry. Twelve
miles from Wiluna we visiled Cole’s Find.
Prom that distriet o large tunnage of ore
lias been treated at Wiluna, and has given
zood results. The field is a promising one.
We visited Mt. Vernon and inspected a lot
of surface shows in various stages of de-
velopment. Though water was met with at
shallow depts, the shows gave prospects of
oood results. The farther cul we travelled,
the more we realised how wonderful had heen
the work of the pioneers who struck into
fhose disiant paris so many years ago
Wherever T went, I came across men who
had been assoeciated with the Murchison in
its early days. Such men were to be found
working at Mt Vernon, Mt Grey, and on
the farthest out goldfields, siili hoping to
strike something rich to provide for their
old age. A lot of these men eventually end
their days in the Old Men’s Home; others
receive the old age pension and continue to
live in the district. If some of the latter hap-
pen to go into a town and get a glass too
much of grog, the Commonweulth anthorities
do mnot lose an opportunity to stop their
pensions.

Mr. Taylor: It is not much of a crime.

Mr. CHESSOX: Xo. T blame the police
who take action against them. If a man hap-
pens to be a wealthy sqnatter, the police get
a motor car and send him home. The un-
fortunate miner without means, however, is
run into the watchhouse, brought before the
court and fined perhaps 5s. After having
been fined a couple of fimes, the Common-
wealth cot off the pension. Something shonld
be done to get the Commonweslth deputy in
this State to adopt a more reasonable inter-
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Lretation of the Aet, becanse the whole
blame for eutting off the pensions vests with
him, another tield visited was ticedy s, situ-
ated in my electorate. ‘Lhis i a very pro-
mising show, and 1 am prepared to stake my
wining judgment that it will prove soecess-
ful. 1t is o ivde formation and is well de-
veloped.,  The shatt and winzes have been
sunk to close on 200tt. and drives have been
extended 100tr., and the values along the
whole lode are govd. WWhat the wine needs
is up-to-date plant. There is no doubf tuat
Reedy's will prove to wve onc of the best
propositions on the Murchison, I am in ae-
¢ord with much of the report of the Royal
Commissioner appointed lo inguirve into the
mining industry. Lt would liave been im-
possible to obtain a simiiar report from any
mining man in Western Anstralia, M.
Kingsley Thomas was quite independent of
local compunies and the report Le preseuted
i8 indeed a valuable ene. The Cominissioner
pointed out how heavy were the overhead
costs of the various mines 11 the Bualder
distriet, especially in the malier of staff and
management in London. 1t has to be remem-
bered that while one cluass vf treatment piant
is suitable for ore in the oxide zone, guite
4 different eclass of plant is required to treat
ore from the sulphide zone. In many in-
stances large quantities of stone containing
no values whatever have been milted in order
to reduce results. Anyone with any know-
lédge of mining knows that every truck of
stone put into the mill carries with it a
certain amount of gold into the residues.
The Commissioner has pointed out how this
sori of thing operates against the indusiry.
He also emphasised the necessity for instal-
ling up-to-date treatment plant and adopi-
ing better methods. He strongly eondemned
the system of shrinkage stoping, The Com-
missioner took exception to the big overhead
charges and the statements he made pro-
bably hurt some of the mining men. After
all, honest eriticism must hurt somebody.
We ourselves are often eriticised and we
know that we do not always take it too
kindly. Comparisons were made between
the work done in South Africa and that
carried on in Western Australia, The Com-
missioner said that the lodes were much
gasier to work in Western Australia. In
South Africa, he pointed out that they were
practieally conglomerate, eomprising all
sorts of stone cemented together and water-
worn. We all know from practical exper-
ience that in soft country you often come
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neross hard stone, and then it is not always
possible to make much progress. By boring
holes one often got *fitchered,” Wwhich meant
having to start afresh. We ave aware that
taxation bit the mining industry pretty
heavily until relief came from both Federal
and Stale Governments, All new capital
invested will now be free from taxation
until such time as the shareholders get it
hack. The report of the Commissioner is a
valuable decument and will be referred to
by all mining men, hecause it goes thor-
vughly into the industry. I eommend the
Minister for having appointed Mr. Kingsley
Thomas. I congratulate the Government on
their intention to introduce a Bill to amend
the Llleetoral Act, which will ensure every-
one becoming enrolled. Often people are
nsked whether they are on Lhe roll and they
reply in the aflirmative, bui on examining
one roll it is found that the name is not
there, and that the individual has, perhaps,
seen the other roll, on which the name ap-
peared. One roll should be sulficient for all
purposes. The Workers’ Compensation
Bill, which was passed last session, is ap-
preciated and is regarded as the best of
its kind in Australia. I do not wish to say
anything further at-this stage; there will be
other opportunities when the measures re-
ferred to in the Speech come before us.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [5.50]: The time
honoured custom of debating the Address-
in-reply gives members an opportunity to
bring under notice a number of matters of
public interest, and also to refer to the sins
of omission and ecommission of the Govern-
ment in power. It is a good thing that
members are able to do this, because they
can talk freely and frankly, and tell the
Government, and through the Government
the eountry, what in their opinion should,
or should not, be done for the well-being of
the State. Members are paid for attending
to their parliomentary duties; when I say
“paid,”’ I do not think any member will
admit that the salary he receives for the
work that he does in discharging manifold
public duties is commensurate with that
work.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. STUBBS: On this subject I read in
A newspaper a warning to members of Par-
liament not to attempt to increase their sal-
aries without a mandate from the people.
I say without besitation that the miserable
pittance now paid to members in this Par-
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linment does not compensale them even for
their out-pf-pocket expenses. I do not koow
what is in the minds of members in this
Chamber with regard to the subject, but if
a member thinks that his salary is really
commensurate with the work he does, then,
he does noi rate himself at a very high valne.
I understand that in nearly all the Eastern
Statez members ar¢ paid on a much more
liheral scale than is the position in Western
Australia. We mnst remember, too, that
nearly all the Eastern States are much more
compact than is Western Australia. Mem-
bers' constituencies are more “getatable,”
and whereas it may take them merely a few
hours to reach one’s home, in Western Aus-
tralia it may require the greater part of a
day or longer. In such ecircumstances a
member if often compelled to maintain two
homes for a period of half the year, during
which Parliament is sitting. The fime is
ripe for the people of the State to recognise
that the salaries paid to members in this
State is inadequate. A great deal has
been said in the course of the debate
abhout the fnancial position. 1, too, am
olad to be able to say it is the wnost satis-
factory we have had for a number of vears,
after having battled hard against cireum-
stances over which Governments and members
have had no control. Every member, no
matter what his political creed, must be satis-
fied that the State has turned the corner at
last. In my judgment the cause of the past
vear's satisfactory balance sheet was due to
two reasons. The first was the bountiful
harvest of nearly 24,000,000 bushels. This
brines the thought to my mind that it seems
only yesterday when Western Australia was
imj.orting from South Australia and Vie-
toria nearly all the flour for its require-
ments. {'ontrast that with the 6% million
pounds worth of wheat that has jost been
raised in the State. When I decided to leave
Victoria to come over here, my employer said
T was going to a land of sand. and that 1
would seon be glad to return. I have never
regretted my coming to Western Australia.
It only shows the ignorance of the people of
the Eastern States. Our last season’s har-
vest is not by any means likely to be the apex
of the State’s wheat production. T ventnre
to declare that in the next 10 years the wheat
ontput will he 25 per cent. greater than it is
to-day. and that it will be grown in a safe
rainfall zone. Living to the east of the spur
line from the Great Southern is an immense
ra"
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tract of Crown land. Tens of thousands of
acres of that land is first class.

Hon., W. D. Johnson: Hundreds of thous-
ands.

Mr. STUBBS: Adjoining that land there
is a big atea of second and third class land.
i'he railway from Lake Grace to Newdegate
is nlmost completed. I irust the member for
vilgarn (Mr. Corboy), in whose electorate
Newdegate lies, will forgive me for referring
to it. I really thought it was in my elee-
torate until three years ago. The Govern-
went have sent surveyors out and the area
has been eclussified into 1,000-acre blocks of
first class land. No aecount was tuken of the
enormous area of really good mallee country,
which is capable of growing millions of
bushels of wheat. The old idea that a farmer
in this State must bave at least 1,000 acres
of first class land and 1,500 acres of second
or third class land to be able to make a living
is no longer held. A number of men got
land hunzry and in conseruence to-day there
are Lo be founl down the Great Southern,
within ecasy distance of the railway, very
many blocks of land that have not even lbeen
runyr. A Bill to make such men ) ut their land
to | roper use, or alternatively pay an in-
creased land tax, would have my hearty sup-
port. But the point I want to emphasise is
that in the survey of the areas east of Newde-
gate I hope the old-time idea of 1,000 acres
of first-class land will be supplanted by a
rale of 600 or 700 acres of first-class land,
with a balance of second-class land. I also
wish to impress upon members the faet that,
side by side with wheal growing, dairying
can be profitably carried on by those who
will give it the necessary time and energy.
One of the reasons why the wheat farmer has
not gone in for dairving is that cows have to
be fed and milked. Still, all those who have
varried on dairying as a side line have earned
an extra £2 or £3 per week over and above
their wheat returns. Another advantage that
the agricultural areas have over the Sonth-
West is that for two or three months in every
vear little or no nourishment is contained in
the native grasses of the Sonth-West. This,
I understand, is owing to climatie asperities
such as eold nigbts. On the other hand, in the
district east of the Great Southern and in
other wheat districts, the grasses never get a
setback, from the time the first rains fall
in April. Two or three vears ago T stood up
in the House and told the then Premier, Sir
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James Mitchell, that the dairying industry
was of very great value and that I thought,
apart altogether from the scheme for de-
veloping the South-West, every Government
should assist all those prepared to go in for
dairying. I said then that if money were set
aside for the establishment of group settle-
ments in the wheat belt it would be greatly
to the advancement of the State. 1 am still
of the opinion that had the Government spent
in the wheat telt but half the amount already
spent on group settlements in the South-
West, it would have gone far towards elimin-
ating for all time the enormous wastage re-
presented by money sent ont of the State for
dairy produee. In the Governor’s Speech a
prominent place is given to agriculture. Con-
trast that with the practice of a few years
ago, when everybody talked mining. Alas,
history has a knack of repeating itself. Min-
ing centres in the older States have been
worked ouf, and now the industry in this
State has been on the steady decline for some
time past. More than that, it has been re-
vealed that a short-sighted policy was
adopted in Western Australia, just as in the
BEastern States, namely, that of paying divi-
dends as fast as possible withont making any
adenuate provision for the development of
further diseoveries. Tt is of no use locking
the stable door when the horse has gone. I
hore the Government will not only enntinue
the practical encouragement of the industry
as in the past, hut will actually inerease that
encouragement as represented in monetary
assistance; for we cannot forget that it was
the gold mining industry that gave us our
first lift. Although I represent an agrieul-
tural electorate, T yield to no one in my
claim that the mining industry must be re-
suscitated, and I am sure that any measure
brought down with that object in view will
receive the support of every member of the
House. The pastoral industry in the North-
West has heen another wonderful asset to
the State. ¥ notice that the Government are
endeavouring to improve the shipping service
on the North-West coast by the purchase of
an up-to-date steamer. That brings me to
an important point in velation to Western
Australia’s future. We have a territory
almost self contained. We can grow fruit
hetter than that produced in any other part
of Ausiralia, and we have a prafitable mar-
ket at our very doors. Yet we allow the
Americans, eoming from thousands of miles
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away, to capture the market that geographie-
ally belongs to us! Why should we allow the
Americans to supply fruit and vegetables to
Java, only two or three days run from us,
and to send to Singapore and the Malay
States flour that should be supplied by us? I
amn hopeful that the new boat will be
able to do the journey North in about
half the time now ocenpied, which is 15 days
from Fremantle to Singapore. 1If the trip
could be done in nine days every grower of
vegetables in the Minister for Works’s elee-
torate would find a ready and highly profit-
able market in Java and Singapore. If we
are to successfully carry out the migration
scheme——which T am 2lad to know the Gov-
ernment have decided to continue—then we
must find markets for the produce to be
grown in Western Australia,  Given that
encouragement, it will not be long hefore our
producers overcome the problem of the im-
portation of butter.  In addition, there is
ample demand at highly remunerative prices
for the whole of the products that Western
Australia ean raise from the soil. It is only
a question of having proper organisation. A
few months ago I saw that apples were being
sold by the orchardists at 2d. and 3d. per 1b.
How, then, is it than when we go into a shop
in Perth we have to pay 8d. a 1b. for a decent
apple? There must he something radiealiy
wrong somewlere. Iow is it that the or-
chardists appear to have no organisation for
the effective distribution of their fruit for
local consumption? Only the other day, on
a merchant’s counter in Perth stood a box of
lexias marked 1s. 6d. per tb. I asked were
they loeally grown, and was told they had
come from the Upper Swan. When I re-
raarked upon the high price, the man behind
the counter said, “But, look at the quality.”
Only two minutes later, in the street I met a
friend who had started grape-growing at the
Upper Swan. Opening a handbag, he showed
me some beautiful samples of currants and
raisins, and told me he could not get 3d. per
b. for them. They might not have been of
quite the same quality as those I had previ-
ocusly seen on the counter, marked 1s. 4., but
nevertheless they were of most excellent
quality.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
Mr. STUBBS: Before tea I was referring

to the numher of people engaged in growing
currants and raisins, but who had not been
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uble to dispose of their products at a satis-
factory price. 1 am still of opinion that the
lack of organisation is largely responsible for
this vondilion of affairs. We see goods grown
in Western Australin sold at ridiculons
priees, such as 1s. 3d. per b. for lexias, when
the growers have not received more than 3d.
or 4d. a Ib. We must conelude, therefore,
that there is something radically wrong. A
few months ngo there was a glut in the
potato market and potatoes could not be
given away. They were offered at anction
by tle truck, and growers could not get
£2 125, Gd. per ton.  Sinve then potatoes
have gone up to £26 « ton,  All this leads
one to helieve that a better system of mar-
leting should be inaugzurated, and that it
would be in their own interests if growers
would put their heads together fo bring this
about. In the “Argus” of 23rd June last a
cable was published referving to dried fruits.
It is as follws:—

Aunstralian dried fruity arve selling at very satis-
factory prices in London, according to a cable
maessage received yesterday at Melbourne by the
Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits
Control Board {Mr. W. C. F. Thomas} from the
London agency of the board. The prices of 80s.
and 83s. a ewt., obtained for two small parcels of
sultanas, indicate thbe very high quality of this
fruit- Up to the present 1,265 tons of this seasun’s
sultanas have been sold and 120 tons of currants.
The sultanas have averaged G9s. a cwt. and the
currants 40s. a cwt. The ontlook regarding sul-
tanas is considered to be hizhly satisfactory.
The ariicle then goes on to quote individual
prices for certain kinds of dried fruits in the
vitieuitural world, The “West Anstralian”
of to-day eonluins an article that is worth
reading. It shows how the Eastern States
begin to squeal when they are paid hack in
their own coin. If 1 had £20,000 I would not
invest one penny of it to-morrow in starting
an industry of any kind in this State.

Mr. Taylor: Why not?

Mr. STUBBS: For iwo reasons. If I
cstablisked an industry here and began to
turn ont goods of equal quality to those pro-
duced in the Eastern Statex, and at the same
price, the market would be swamped here at
Is. or 25. a dozen less than I was selling at.
1 regret to say that the industrial troubles of
Western Awnstralia also prevent many induos-
fries from being established on a sound
footing.

Mr. Panton: There are less here than else-
where.

Mr, STCBES: I am endeavouring to give
my reasons for my opinions in a calm and
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deliberate manner, but in unmistakeable
language. One of the reasons is that the
industrialists do not obey the Arbifration
Conrt awards. Can any member deny that?

My, Panton: Yes, absolutely.

Mre. Mann: (an you prove it?

AMr. Panton: You eannot prove otherwise.

Mz, STUBBS: A little while ago the
President of the Arbitration Court made an
order eoncerning Lhe employees of the cater-
ing nnion to go back to work. Can any
member say why they did not go back?

Mr. Bunton: That is only one case over
many vears. One swallow does not make a
summer,

Hon. Bir Jawmes Mitchell:
is a red one.

Mr. STUBBS: | saw with my own eyes
evidence that the law was not being observed.
Several times 1 saw people being interfered
with when going in to obtain refreshments.
'The poliee were there, hut took no notice of
these things. &o long as that condition of
affairs exists, no matler what Government
are in power it will be impossible to estab-
lish industries on sound lines.  While we
Lave arbitration laws, which the court en-
deavours to interpret, they should be ob-
served hy both sides, I do not suy that all
employers have acted fairly by the em-
plovees, but two wrongs do not make a
right.

Mr. Lutey: On the goldfields we have
worked under awards for years.

Mr. STUBBS: Any award that was
given for the lighest |ossible wages on the
goldfields was justified. Tt is an industry
that carries great respounsibility, and en-
dangers health and life. I have nothing to
sav against the administration of our arbi-
tration laws, but when they are brought into
operation, they should be obeyed Ly both
sides. We have unlimited areas of land
which could grow fifty times as much in the
way of corrants and soltanas as could be
grown anywhere in the world. The quality
could not be bealen. In the Great Southern
districts there are areas which have proved
capable of growing the same high quality
of such commeditiles as has brought the
highest price in London. I am sure that in
years to come Western Australia will not
cnly hold its own with the rest of the Com-
monwealth, but wili be able to show the
world that we have the class of country here
that is capable of doing it

Mr. Mann: What are they complaining
about in Vietoria?

1t does, if it
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Xr. ETTBBS: They wind up by saying
that 200 tons of vine fruits have gone from
Western Australia under offer to Mel-
bourne, and that this is giving the growers
great concern.

Mr. Mann: Good.

Mr. STUBBS: They are concerned he-
cause Western Australia is getting a little
of her own back through being able to send
over 200 tons of fruit to compete with the
fruit in the other States! That is a nice
Federal spirit! If any member started a
sceondary industry here similar to one in
Victoria he would soon find himself hard
against intense competition. Federation has
not been ecarried cut towards Western Aus-
tralia in the manner I thought it would be,
when I cast my vote unfortunately in
favour of it.

Mr. Taylor: The Vietorian Government
have put that embargo on.
Mr. STUBBS: This is what the “West

Australian” says—

. Considerahle interest is taken in the proposal of
the Victorian Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Bour-
chier) to hold a conference of Ministers of Agri-
culture of other States with a view to obtaining
uniform legislation in regard to the dried fruite
industry, At present only in Vietoria and South
Avstralia are growers compelled to export a por-
tion of their dried fruits, and presumably the object
is to bring growers in Western Australia and New
South Wales under similar regulations. Western
Australia is now becoming a market factor in re-
gard to dried fruits, and its production is in excess
of State needs. Thers is nothing to check it,
therefore, from competing in the markets of Vie-
torin and Soeth Australin. New South Wales
has been of minor importance as a producer of
dried fruitsa. Developmenta in the industry there
bave proceeded fairly rapidly, however, and it
is expected that the State will soon be sufficiently
advanced to warrant the adoption of similar
menaures to those which operate in Victoria and
South Australia as soon as possible to place New
Bouth Wales growers on the same footing. 8o far,
thia season, it is reported that Western Australia
has shipped about 200 tons of vine fruits to Vie-
toria, and growers and traders in this State have
been oconcerned with thiz competition.

The Premier has a good answer for the
Minister for Agrieulture if he attends that
conference, as I hope he will do.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Tt will be
impossible for me to do so. It is too far
away and too much time would be lost.

Mr. STCBBS: The distance that separ-
ates us from the Eastern States is a big
bandicap in a hundred and one ways. I
hope the Minister will be able to spare the
time to attend some of these conferences, to
see that justice is dome fo Western Aus-
tralia. The second item of importance in
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the Treasurer's Budgel of last yenr was his
reference to the export of timber. One has
only to go to Bunbury to see the enormous
amount of heautiful timber that is leaving
that port. TIf we put on our thinking eaps
we must ask ourselves the question, how
many vears it will take, at this rate of ex-
port, to denude our forests of timber? In
the Specch it was stated that the Govern-
ment were doing their utmost to advance
reforestation on lands from which timber
has been removed. I commend the Govern-
ment for being alive to the importance of
this work, At the rate of four vessels a
week loading timber day and night it will
not be many wvears before we have ex-
hausted al]l the reserve timber in cur for-
ests. I now wish te speak about group
settlement. It seems only a few weeks since
a PBritish Royal Commission on overseas
migration visited this State, and a member
of that Commission after visiting the
groups said that on his return to the Old
Country he would tell the people there
how wonderfully he had been impressed.
Whether that gentleman was long enough
in Western Australia to form opinions, T
eannot say; but his opinions are in utter
contrast to those expressed in the report of
our Royal Commission on group settlement.
The gentleman who conceived the group
settlement scheme was the same who con-
ceived the settlement of the wheat belt in
1910-12. Al hon. members will give him
that credit. Further, it is true that the
£6.500,000 worth of wheat grown this sea-
son in Western Australia would not have
been produced but for the fact that the
Government in power during 1912 to 1916
assisted settlers to remain on their holdings.
I desire to give credit where credit is due,
and to be completely fair in my eriticisms.
Scores of men in my electorate alone would
have been down and out in 1914 but for the
help given to them by the Government of
the day. I wish to impress upon the Pre-
mier the importance of settling our tight
lands, and the lands which adjoin first elass
holdings. I have mentioned the fact that
150,000 acres of first class land have been
alienated from the Crown within the last
three years. Every holding on that acre-
age included first class land which grew a
splendid erop of wheat without having bad
a plough on it. There is also a huge area,
not even surveyed, of good mallee country.
The time is ripe for considering the desir-
ability of entting down the size of holdings.
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Anotber 50 or GO families could bave been
settled on the acreage T refer to. Then,
eastward, there is the Lake Magenla and
Lake Damnosa country, which, I am re-
liably informed, is of equally good quality
with the land at Newdegate. I hope
this land, too, is being snrveyed and
classified for closer settlement. Sooner
or later a railway, or several rail-
ways, will run east of the Great South-
ern lhine to Tammin, to new territory
only awaiting willing hands and stout hearts
to make it one of our best agricultural dis-
tricts. The price of land in Western Aus-
iralia is very low enmpared with the price
af land of similar quality in the Eastern
States. Five or six years ago the average
price of farm land in my distriet was from
£2 to £2 10s, per acre. Now it is £4 per
aere. In Victoria, however, such land would
he worth £10 per acre. What is the rgason
for the diserepancy? Tn a few years' time,
however, land holders in Western Australia
will find themselves so affluent that they.will
not konow what o do with thelr money.
When that time arrives T hope they will
realise the benefit which kind Parliaments
and Governments in this State have be-
stowed on them in the shape of cheap land.
Certainly they should not grumble at hav-
ing to pay a little extra taxation in order
to assist in the development of Western
Australia. Mining has played an important
part in the growth of this State, and there
are still many traets of mineral wealth, the
development of which has not yet been even
attempted, either by the Government or by
private enierprise. 1 believe that many new
finds will be made in Western Australia if
assistance is granted by the Government,
and I hope the Premier and the Minister
for Lands will show a spirit of optimism
and furnish funds to enable more prospect-
ors to go oul and open up new fields as
yet untouched. In the Kimberleys alone
there are mountains of auriferous country,
thongh whether the gold is preseni in pay-
able quantities remains to be proved. Still,
the Government might well spend some
meney in the North and also in the Marble
Bar district, where payable ore bodies, not
only of gold but also of copper and lend,
are to be found. We shall yet startle the
world with the wealth of some of those fields.
I ask hon. members during this session to
endeavour to-assist our primary industries.
Any measures having that object in view
will, T feel sure, meet with favour. Their
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enactment will redound to the credit of Par-
liament, will prove to the outside world that
Western Australia is on the map, and will
show that we are determined to take our
place and our part in Australia as a whole.
I sincerely trust that this season will prove
as suecessful as the last, and that unext ses-
sion the Premier will have an equally fav-
ourable finanecial report to submit to Parlia-
raent.

MR. LAMOND (Filbara) [7.50]: 1 de-
sire to congratulate the Government on the
suceessful results of their first year of office.
Hon. members have called attention to the
splendid season experienced by the agricul-
fural areas during the past 12 months, The
resultant bountiful harvest, however, does
not altogether acconnt for the achievements
of the Government, seeing that during the
last two years the North-West wunder-
went the worst drought known for 20
years. Thus the revenue lost in the North-
West stands as some set-off to the pros-
perity engendered by the bountiful harvest
in the South., As regards unemployed in
the metropolitan area, much of the flooding
of the labour market from the country dis-
triet could be avoided. However, it is well
known that to-day in Western Australia it
is almost impossible to get work, and par-
ticnlarly Government work, withont coming
into the metropolitan area to secure it.
Doring last year this was espeeially
brought under my notice. Deputation after
deputation waited on Ministers, and those
gentlemen, in replying to the unemployed,
said there would be no work for country
people in the metropolitan area, and that
country people must not eome to the metro-
politan area looking for Government em-
ployment. But when there is a country job,
men are drawn {rom the metropolitan ares
to fill the vacancies. As regards the North-
West I had occasion to bring under the Gov-
ernment’s notice the fact that the whole of
the men employed at the Wyndham Meat
\Works were taken there from Perth. I
asked that arrapgements should be mada
to absorb all the unskilled lahour unem-
ployed in the North-West before unskilled
men were taken from this loeality, and I
understood that my request would be ac-
ceded to. But after informing several old
friends in the North-West that if they put
in applications for employment on the
Wyndham Meat Works, those applications
would be favourably considered, I learnt



328

that the furthest those men got was fo be
placed on the emergency list. The same
state of Lhings exists in the shearing indus-
try. It is impossible for a man fo get em-
ployment in shearing unless he comes to
LPerth once a year. Practically every man
engaged in the pastoral industry is secured
trom Perth through employment bureaus.
To-day Norih-West residents who used to
get a little work on stations are pushed right
out, simply because they are not here in
IPPerth. The men are engaged liere, and are
sent up by parcel post to the North-West.

Mr. Taylor: All the Wyndbam XMeat
‘Works employees are engaged at the Trades
Hall in Perth, are they not?

Mr. Panton: No.

Mr. Taylor: They were two years ago.

Mr. Panton: That was done by the late
Governmenft., The present Govermment have
alterved it.

Mr. Mann: The difference is that the
names are submitted to the Trades Hall.

Mr. Panton: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. LAMOND: I lhope that mnext year
some arrangement will be made tfo give
North-West residents a chance to obtain
entployment at the Wyndham Meat Works.
During last session I urged the Government
to put an up-to-dafe steamer on the North-
West coast in lieu of the “Bambra,” and it
is satisfactory to know that the Government
have alregady called tenders for a vessel for
that purpose. I am pleased to say that the
wining industry in the North has brightened
up, and I congratulate the Minister for
Mines upon the valuable assistance he has
rendered to the prospectors in that part of
the State. MHis action in supplying prospeec-
tors with cheaper ex)losives has been very
gratifying. The prospectors are now able to
gel their celignite at raies that have heen
reduced hy one zuinea per box, detonators
by 3s. Gd., and there has also been a sub-
stantial reduction regarding fuses. Further
assistance could be given to the industry by
the provision of pumping plants, Two of
our most important fields that have always
shown satisfactory averages in the past have
been closed down for years on account of
the workings having gone helow water level.
It is beyvond the average prospector to carry
on hecause of the water difficulty. Sueh men
cannot procure a plant big enough to pump
out the old shafts. If a pumping plant were
made available, much good would result.
While dealing with mining in the North, I
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would draw the attention of the Government
to the faet that, although we have thousands
uf tong of ashestos in the North-West, we are
uniable to work it at a profit. This is due to
the fact that asbestos is one of the few
articles imported into Australia in respect of
which there is no protective tariff. 1 hope
the Government will make representations to
the Tariff Board and to the Federal Govern-
ment with a view to having a tarilf placed
upon the importation of asbestos. A tariff
of 20 per cent., whieh is that imposed upon
manganese, would greatly assist the develop-
ment of the asbestos industry in the North-
West, A sum of £500 was placed on the last
Kstimates for the purpose of' prospecting for
4 water supply for Port Hedland by meuns
of a bore. I am afraid the effort will not
be suceessful. This is Jargely dve to the fact
that the money has been wasted. I say that
beecarfse I have done a good deal of boring
tor water in the North-West and have a fair
knowledwe of prospecting for water gener-
ally. 1 do not suppose that anyoene would
lind half-a-dozen workers in that part of the
State not capable of doing the work the
Giovernment officials are now carrying out.
Tt the men were net able to do that work
they could not secnre employment in the
North, because their chief work is that of
boring Lor water and sinking wells, That
is an every-day job on the stations, and it
is carried out successfully by the men there.
When the Government wanted someone to
bore for water for the Port Hedland scheme,
nothing less than an engineer would safisfy
the North-We:t Department. Therefore they
despatched an engineer from Perth to super-
vise the job, and I suppose that almost the
whole of the money avuailable hag been ex-
pended in salaries and otherwise, which
mesls, in my opinion, that the money has
heen to all intents and purposes wasted. I
regret that the work was not earried out in
the manoer T suggested to the department.
The proposition I put to them was that the
work shounld be left to local men to ecarry
out under the supervision of the loeal road
board authorities, for they were directly in-
terested in securing a water supply for Port
Hediand.

Mr. Taylor: And those men would have
had local knowladge.

Mr. LAMOND: Yes. At all events, the
local men could have bored to the bottom,
and that is a thing that up to the time I left,
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those who had been despatched from Perth
had uot been able to do. I trust this is not
the final effort that will be made to provide
a water supply for Port Hedland. We have
a report from Mr. Tindale, who was for
many years the engineer for the North-West,
in which he states that during one of the
driest vears experienced 3,000,000 gallons
were drawn from a creek 20 miles from Pout
Hedland. That water was drawn for sup-
plies in conneetion with construction work
on the Port Tedland railway. With a small
embankment across the ereek sufficient water
could he eonserved for the requirements of
Port Hedland, which are estimated at
4,000,000 gallons. I helieve that with the
money that was made available an alequate
supply could have heen obtained at Turner
C'veck and that would have saved the present
effort. I hope to see Turner Creck tried at
a later date, and T am veryv sancuine that
water will he got there. T also wish to refer
to the manner in which the lock hospital at
Port Hedland is being run, or rather, the
way in which an attempt is made to econduct
it. T do not blame the orderlies in charge, but
I blame that wonderful North-West Depart-
ment !

Mr. Coverley: It does not seem to be too
popular.

My, LAMOND: The lock hospital was
established for the purpose of dealing with
venercal diseases amongst natives, and it was
hoped by this meang to eradicate the disease.
We find, however, that the money is abso-
lutely wasted on this effort. I will endeavour
to bring forward the facts relating to the
institatton. There are two compounds, ene
for the male patients and the other for the
females. The sexes are supposed to he
locked up in their separate compounds each
night. The information T have from the
orderly goes to show that if there is a2 boy
who is just about cnred, the work is nega-
tived because there is no proper segregation.
The partition between the two vards is so
easily surmountable that either the male or
female patients ean climb from one yard to
the other. When that happens, the patients
are no further advanced than they were when
they entered the hospital first. This sort of
thing goes on month after month and year
after vear, until the disease has so estab-
lished itself in the patient that it is impos-
sible to effect a ecure. We bave, therefore,
wasted time and money in trying to alleviate
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the sufferings of these unfortunate people.
Under the present Aberigines Act no power
15 provided to imprison a native suffering
from venereal disease, with the vesult that
the natives are alive to the fact and if they
do not like the place, they pack up and clear
out. The thing is absolutely useless, By the
expenditure of less than £20 on wire netfing
an  enclosure could be provided with
perhaps harbed wire entanglements, and that
wauld keep the sexes apart. This has been
hrought noder the potice of {he North-West
Department for vears, hat nothing has heen
done.

The Premier:
keep bnvers apart.

Mr. LAMOND: Tt would have that effect
if entanglements were providel in the native
componnds.  An atteupt was made to deal
with it by putting (he netting nnderground
hut the natives seatelied holes throngh it.

My, Clyvdesdale: Then whar is the good of
putting barbed wire on top?

Mr. LAMOXD: In the instance T refer
to a trench 6ff, deep was dug.

Mr. Taylor: These Nov(h-Westers are
pretty hardy gentlemen.

My, LAMOXND: They are notortous. I
have bheen asked in what direction in my
opinion the North-West could best be de-
veloped. After 20 years continuons residence
in that part of the State T have not hastuy
come to a conclusion on that subject; I have
given it much consideration. T am safisfied
that the only way the Nonh-West ean be
fairly and properly developed is by means
of a elozer settlement scheme. Owing to the
aclion of the XNational (favernment, the
leases, I regrel to say, have heen extended
from 1928 to 1948, We had expected that
the whole of the leases would be thrown up
in another four vears. T am catisfled we can-
not wait for an additional 20 years, and as
we do not stand for repudiation, the only
way left for the Government is to repurchase
some of the stations. The whole North, from
half way below the Forteseue and Onslow
tv the edge of the desert, is svitable for closer
settlement. I suggest that (hat country
should be ent up into hlocks large enough
to carry from 3,000 to 4,000 sheep. From
50,000 to 60,060-acre blocks would be neces-
sary. In addition to wool growing, we should
bave side lines, such as dairying and bog rais-
ing.  With seasons such as we have had since
the breaking of the drouzht, T can say with-
ont exaggeration that millions of tons of
fodder could be conserved, and so make it

Barbed wire would not
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possible to carry on dairying successfully
throughout the whole year. The country
lends itsell particularly io hog raising. Dur-
ing the last 12 months 26 Lerii of caitle on
one station had to be shot in order to pro-
vite baits to poison swine. In one shoot
alone 300 pigs were destroyed. Thus, a fine
industry is being wasted. 1 hope the Govern-
ment will give consideration to the question
of seitling the North-West, One matler of
edueation T wish to bring before the Minis-
ter. T hope he will give more liberal con-
sideration as regards continuation classes.
Owing to the geographical position of the
North, it is impossible for each and every fam-
ilv to send ifs boys to the metropolitan area
tu complete their education.  If the Minister
would arrange for eontinuation classes, there
would he a ehance to do somcthing towards
completing their education. Sixty pupils
are required before a conhnuution class is
permitted in a State school. If that pro-
vision is not liberalised m favour of the
North-West, we can do nothing, beeause few
of our schools have 60 scholars. In con-
clusion, I wish to protest against the atti-
tnde of the Government. Although I ex-
tended an invifation to Ministers to visit the
North and see for themselves the boundless
potentialities of that part of the State, no
response was made to the invitation, If they
desire to become acquainted with the eon-
ditions in the Nortk and to assist to frame a
snitable seheme of developnient, it is ncces-
sary for them to see it. We do not want any
more joy riding along the beach; we want
them to go right through and sece what lics
inland. I am still hopeful that they will
visit the North this year.

MR. MANN (Perth) [8.18]: In speaking
to the Address-in-reply, T am compelled to
take notice of two documents that are before
us—one the Governor's Speech, which is opti-
mistie, and may I say, full of ambition and
enterprise, and the other document the re-
port of the Royal Commission on graup
settlement in the South-West.  As to the
lutter, I am disappointed.  Although the
gentlemen comprising the commission had a
free hand to inquire into all and sundry re-
garding group settlement and te report, it
appears to me that their commission should
have been framed differently to be in keeping
with the report they submitted. The commis-
sion read—

To inquire inte and report upon matters
relating to group settlement schemes.
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1f it bad read-

To inquire into and ascertain all the pos-
sible points relating to matters that will
assist in condemning group scttlement and
the South-West—
then their report would have been in keeping
with the terms of their eommission.

Mr. Taylor: They must have read that into
their commission,

Mr. MANN: I have failed to find that the
commissioners in their report put up
one constructive point. They have gone fo
extremes in condemning all group settlement
and the South-West. ¥rom the report it ap-
pears that the South-West is not suitable for
anything except the growing of jarrah and
karri, and that when the present crop is cut
out, we must lift the railways and leave that
territory for 100 years until another erop of
timber grows, and then we may start again
to exploit the timber industry. 1t scems to
me that the members of the commission were
prejudiced wheat growers. The whole of the
commission were wheal growers.

Mr. B, B. Johnston: What about the chair-
man?

Mr. MANN: There is a feeling throughout
the wheat areas that those districts will have
to carry the burden of the development of the
Houth-West, and it may be that that influ-
enced them in their judgment. The member
for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) said be was the
explorer of the wheat belt and he told us of
his exploits there, but he said nothing of his
experience of dairying. The member for
Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson) has had a
long and varied experience as a member and
a Minister. Addressing this House on one
occasion he spoke highly of the South-West,
but in this report he failed to live up to his
previons utterances as to ils possibilities.
Taking the commission as a whole, I feel that
they were prejudiced by reason of their being
wheat growers and beeause none of them had
been a dairyman or had had dairying experi-
ence.

Mr. Sleeman: Are you including the mem-
ber who signed the minority report?

Mr. MANN: That gentleman had had
some experience of dairying and he did sub-
mit some constructive ideas.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Who wrote the re-
Fort?

Mr. MANN: I submit that the South-TWest
must be developed, that we must go on with
the dairying industry and that we must go on
with the production of bacon, becanse the
necessities of” the State demand it. To-day
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we are drawing supplies fromn Eastern Aus-
tralia. When our settlers have overtaken the
home market, there will be the market of the
world for them to exploit. Recently I read
an article in one of the Eastern pa,.ers stat-
ing—

The Prime Minister, Mr. Baldwin, paid bis
first officinl visit to Devonshire to-day (st
July). He addressed 30,000 people, including
delegates from every constituency between
Bristol and Penzanee. Mr. Baldwin devoted
his speech mainly to agrienlture. He insisted
that the million grant to the Dominions would
help the production of Empire foodstuffs.
The sum had heen allocated i order to en-
able the Empirec goods to replace those of
foreign origin in the home market. ‘Tt is
our desire and intention,’’ he added, ‘‘that
the largest possible proportion of our importa-
tions shall be from the Dominions and not
from foreign countries. We do not desire to
displace one pound of our own stuff but every
increase in Dominion stock sold to Great
Britain meuans more scttlers. Therefore the
more purchasers of our overscas goods, the
better trade will be at Home.”’

Another report stated—

The report of the British Empire Produe-
ers’ Organisation, which was read at the an-
nnal meeting of the organisation in London,
points out that the organisation has eontinued
to press for the restriction of all Government
meat contraets to Empire suppliers, and is
strongly oppesed to what is deseribed as the
dangerous suggestions of the National Food
Commission that the Imperial Government
might in future take an interest in the meat
industry of the Argentine. The organisation
will continue to cndeavour to secure the re-
moval of restrictions on the use of certain
trade descriptions, such as ‘‘Port’' wine
hy Dominion wine growers.

The Londen Central Markets report, cover
ing the six months ended June 30, show that
of 229,306 tons of meat consumed during that
period, 82 per cent. was imported.  Australia
and New Zealand supplied 18 per cent.,, Ar-
gentina 47 per cent., and other countries 63
per cent.

We must proceed with our development. We
are entitled to a share of that trade. The
surplus of bacon produced in the South-West,
after meeting the demands of the State, ean
be shipped to supply the market that Mr.
Baldwin says is ours. 1f we do have to
write down certain costs of gronp settlement
development, this is not the only State that
has had to do it. It will not be the first fime
it has been done in Australia or even in West-
ern Australia. It will be a good thing if it
leads to increased trade, increased develop-
ment and inrreased population. Here are
some interesting figures that have a bearing
on the development of the South-West. The

quantity of Dbutter imported into Great
Britain last vear was 625,000 ewt., eompared
with 375,000 cwt. in the previous year. The
imperts from Australia inereased from
61,000 ewts. to 181,000 ¢wts. How much did
Western Ausiralia contribute? Not an cunce.
Where are we going to get our butter produec-
tion if not from the South-West? Tt must
come from that part of the State.

Myr. Lindsay: The member for Wagin says
from the wheat belt,

Mr. MANN: Tt must come from the coun-
try having regular rainfall and assured pas-
tures. Some may come from the wheat belt,
but only casnal lots; the main supply must
come from the South-West. If the group
+otflement scheme so far has not been guite
the success we expected it to be, let us all
work togetlier with a view to improving it
Do not let us declare the whole thing a fail-
ure, the land of no value, the settlers unsuit-
able, the rainfall is insufficient or the pastures
unsuecessfui.  Yet those are the impressions
that one would gatber from the report. I
am confident that the land of the South-West
is suitable and that & good percentage of the
settlers will prove suitable. I am confident
that the rainfall is all right, *kat the pastures
will be all right, and that in the end the
South-West will hecome the great dairying
centre of the State. If we are not going to
draw our dairy produce from the South-
West, where are we going to get it from?
Settlement down there must be slow. I re-
member away hack in the early nineties when
Melbourne was flooded with unemployed.
The Government sent them out into the
sonthern Gipusland districts and started vil-
Iage zeitlement schemes. The settlers there
were burnt out two or three times, bnt they
struggled on and eventually made good.
Now, in a small place like Leongatha there
is a butter factorv that turns out 30 tons of
butter a weck., The difliculties that had to
he overcome lhere were as great, if not
greater, than those associated with our own
group settlements in the South-West. I re-
gret that the members of the Royal Commis-
sion were not able to find some viriues in the
settlement scleme and that they did not make
some constructive sugeestions which would
bave helped to esiablish early success. One
of the obstacles to our successfu] exports,
and it has been casually referred to by the
Premier since his return to the State, is in
connection with the preparation of preduce
for overseas markets. The system of zelect-
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ing and grading appavently has been done
by a section without too mueh consideration,
and this has been the cause of a preat deal
of trouble overseas. T am sure that the
Premier, acting on the knowledge that he
gained at Howe, will see fit to introduce
legislation, or perhaps frame regulations
whieh will have the effect of remedying that
state of affairs. There is no rvason why we
should not have, in connection with the export
of our preducts, 2 proper selection and proper
grading and packing., If that be done, then,
with good organisation, we shall without
diffieculty create a market for our produce
after we have supplied our own requirements.
One of the problems of to-day, and it is a
problem that is facing the Government is
that of the unemployed. Whenever there is
a surplus of labour there is always a rush
to the Government to find work for all and
sundry. I submit that the Government cannot
find work for all that are unemployed. The
Government should endeavour as far as pos-
sible to see that people are employed, and
the best means by which that ean be done is
to inspire confidence amongst invesiors,
whose money will always create employ-
ment. That is much better than the Gov-
ernment having to start relief works and
issue meal tickets for those who are unable
to get work. At the present time in Perth
there are many men unemployed, and it is
diffieult to know just where to place them.
One of the difficulties is that too many de-
sire to get into the one trade or ocenpation.
That class of employment hecomes flooded
and there are no means of absorbing thosge
who require work in it. They cannot adapt
themselves to rough labouring work.

Mr. Sleeman: They can do that if they
get paid all right.

Mr. MANN: 8o far as I know all em-
ployment is governed by the Arbitration
Court and therefore employees are sure of
the Arhitration Court rate.

Mr. Sleeman: What award have the
rural workers?

Mr. MANN: DMost of them are con-
trolled by the Australian Workers’ Union
and the officials of that union are energetie
officers and see that the right thing is done
by the men.

Mr, Sleeman: T wish you were right.

Mr., MANN: I have more confidence in
the officials of that union than I have in the
hon. member. We have heen told that there
is an undeveloped wheat belt. The mem-
ber for North Perth (Mr. J. MeCallum
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Smith) reeently toured the Salmon Gums
area and told me that there exists in that
part of the State 12,000,000 acres of agri-
cultural land. The Government are now on
the eve of consiructing a railway to eonnect
fwo parts of that territory. It might be a
good suggestion if the Government did as
was done in 1908 and sent out a large num-
ber of the present unemployed to ringbark
and serub some of the thousands of acres
down thore.

Mr. Taylor:
bush.

The Minister for Agrienlture: It is
mallee country. ’

Mr. MANN: Tt is not all mallee; there
is a good deal of salmon gum and gimlet.
In 1908 a big area of couniry was ring-
barked and a large number of civil servants
were settled on blocks. They had the ad-
vantage of finding biocks ready for oceupa-
tion, and to-day most of them have good
homes and own motor cars. The Govern-
ment might think it worth while to send
some of the present unemployed to Salmon
(Gums to carry ont ringbarking and in the
poor eountry root out the serub and make
the land ready for the oceupation that
would follow. It must be that the Govern-
ment intend to settle that area because they
anticipate constructing the line immedi-
ately. If the land is there waiting to he
developed what better means of employment
conld be given the men now out of work?
The result of their labours would be to en-
hanee the value of that territory and the
Government could add the cleared value of
the land to the cost of the bloeks.

Mr. Sleeman: Wonld you do it by day
labour?

Mr. MANN: T would not. Contracts
could be let for the elearing of reasonable-
sited areas, but there should be proper
supervision and water and food supplies
should also he provided for the men en-
gaged on the job. That is as far as the
Government should be called upon to go.
With the great number of people who are
waiting to take up land, our present output
of wheat wounld speedily be doubled. I
noticed in an Eastern States newspaper
that we to-day are producing only one-
eighth of the wheat of the Commenwealth,
whilst at the same time we constitute one-
third of Awustralia. The production of
wheat for the Commonwealth lasi year was
158,774,771 bushels and we coniribnted
only 24 millions. Considering the size of

They wounld get lost in the
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the State and the land thai we have avail-
able, there is a great opportunity for us to
increase onr ouiput to the extent of pro-
ducing o third of the total quantity. I am
sure the Government are desirous of doing
their uimost for the development of the
country and they are also anxious fo see an
ahsence of unemployed. They relieve the
position only to a slight extent by sending
80 mn to the Narrogin-Dwarda railway
eonstruction and 30 or 40 somewhere clse,
hut as soon as they do that, others eome in
to take the places of those that have gene.
If the Guvernment adopled the suggestion
I have made, they would probably be able
to find employment for 500 or 600,

Mr. Lindsay: You conld [ollow that up
with settlement immediately afterwards.

Mr. MANN: At the present time if a
bloek is thrown open fur scleclion, say, at
Bullfineh, there are 80 applicants for it, We
have to-day an army of unemployed and
we must find work for them. All those men
are not capable of becoming settlers, but
they arec capable of doing labourers’ work
and they could be employed just as the
Royal Commission on Group Settlement
suggested, and carry out work of clearing
at Salmon Gums by contract. Tf it is right
that in the Scuth-West similar work should
he done by contract, there is no reason why
it should not also be done in wheat growing
country. I feel that T am in duty hound to
congralulate the Minister for Mines on his
encrgy in the past vear in the direction of
endeavouring to assist the gold mining in-
dustry. T have not yet had an opporfunity
of reading the report of the Roval Commis-
sien, but I am sure that that report, if acted
upon, will do good., T do not know whether
the Commissioner devoted most of his time
to the Golden Mile or whether he also gave
some consideration to the low-grade ores in
other distriets, If he did that, I hope the
advice he gave will be of service. I noticed
the other day that one of our low-grade
mines was treating ore of a value as low
as 20s. a ton and showing a profit of 7s.
1d.: T refer to the (ireat Viectoria Mine.
If that kind of thing ean he done there,
surely it ought to be rossible to do likewise
at hundreds of other places where the ore is
of low grade.

The Premier: That is a very hig formation,
you know,

Mr. MANN: Yes, but there arc other
hig formations elsewhere, I have in mind
the Big Bell at Cue. T remember going to
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the Big Bell with other members and there
seeing A mountain half a mile long,
the value of which was 3 dwts. or 6 dwts.
1 understand the ore is free milling.
That should be as cheaply worked as the
Great Victoria, and should employ a large
number of men. I understand the Govern-
ment are endeavouring to get it going again,
and I commend them for it. 1t is inier-
esting to note from the reiurns for the last
month of a dozen mines, that all except one
has worked at « profit. That is reassuring,
and should lend zest to investors and others
to proceed with develupment work. My elee-
torate is more or less dependent on second-
ary industries. In several of them we have
reached a stage where we are able to export
to the Fastern States, compeling with mann-
facturers over there. That position has
been brought aboul Ly the increase of pop-
ulation, which has enabled the manufactur-
vrs to increase their output, and so cover
their overhead expenses. Two of our eloth-
ing faetories are exporting large quantities
of manufactured clothing to Melbourne and
Adelaide. Then we have two hoot manu-
facturers exporting large quantities of boots
to the Eastern States, while one of our larg-
est confectioners is sending a considerahle
part of his output to Victoria and New
South Wales. Other industries are strog-
gling for a footing. I want to thank the
Premier for assistance be gave to one in-
dustry that was in very low water. He made
certain advancees which enabled the industry
fo pet on to a sound business basis, and set
it on the way to the payment of dividends.
But while the Government are trying to do
their best to find employment for all, they
will do much more in that regard by so gov-
erning the country as to inspire confidence
in all elasses, and by avoiding class legisla-
tion, so that there shall not be a locking
up of capital that otherwise might be in-
vested in providing employment that wonld
go a long way to absorbing the unemployed
and bringing the State into prosperity. An-
olber point is the inerease in our | apulation.
T do not for a moment think a judicious in-
crease of popualation will make for unem-
plovment.  Tf we inerease our population
by 10.000 during the coming year, surely
that will mean 10,000 more pairs of hoots
to be made in our factories, and 10,000 ad-
ditional suits of clothes. Then thoze 10,000
neweomers will have to be fed, which of
eourse gives work to others, It is of no use
being narrow-minded on this point. How
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are we to develop the country without ad-
ditional populatien? If additional popula-
tion be bad, why did not we remain as we
were 30 years ago, with a population of
about 40,0007 Had we done so, many of
us who are comfortable to-day would have
heen goiny hungry. These are home truths.

Mr. Bleeman: We have a lot of home
truths amongst the unemployed.

Mr. MANN: The hon. member has
threatened the Government about the un-
employed, but what has he suggested to re-
lieve the position? He threatened that if
the Government did not do something to
relieve the positon, he would do it, but we
do not yet know what he intends to do.
We must go on increasing our population.
There is plenty of room and plenty of work
for them beyond the Darling Range. Their
cowing will mean more work for those on
this side of the range. I cannot do better
than closc my remarks by suggesting that
we should have a State-wide ambition of
more development, more prodaction, and
more  progress, which will bring in their
train more prosperity.

MER. CORBOY (Yilgarn) {¥.52]: At this
stage of the debate one might well comment
on the lack of criticism, the silent eulogy,
from the Opposition benches on the actions
of the Government.

Mr. Sampson: Do you suggest that we
are culpahle in that respect?

‘Mr. CORBOY: Ngq, I give you credit for
having sufficient commonsense to know when
a good Government are in office,

Mr. Mann: Do you suggest that it is a
sign of weakness in us?

The Premier: No, it 15 a sign of vour
broadminded, statesmanlike outlook.

Mr. CORBOY: This Government have
earned the cominendation of the Opposition
beeanse of the manner in which they have
carried on the programme of land settle-
ment. Irrespective of party, we must all
recognise that, involved in all our other pro-
blems, is this one of populating the empty
spaces of Anstralia. Partieularly does that
apply in this State, the most sparsely pop-
ulated of all. Certain features of the land
settlement question are causing some con-
cern to those who come directly into touch
with the question. One thing that impresses
the most easual observer is the faet that
almost weekly one reads that 100, 107 or 127
applicants have been before the Land
Board for the one block of land. It demon-
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strales that we are land hungry, and that
there is not being made available to those
who want to take up land anything like the
quantity of land that should be available.
Only this week I heard that there is what
amounts to an invasion of South Austra-
lians heie to buy up all the country they can
get hold of.

AMr. Richardson: And they are buying it.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, they are buying up
some of the best land in the State.

Mr. Clydesdale: Not buying it.
being siven to them at a price.

Mr. CORBOY: Compared with the prices
ruling in the Eastern States, we in Western
Australia do practically give away the land,
50 long as the reeipient works it. In some
inslaneces, those ) eople from South Australia
are actually buying land, and it impresses me
as serious that people are leaving South
Australia, almost as sparsely popu-
lated as Western Anstralia, and com-
ing to this State for land. One of
two things is ecausing it: either South
Anstralia has no land available, or in this
Btate there is higher quality lond.

Mr. Mann: TLand in South Australia is
£10 or £12 an acre, as against £4 or £5 here
for land of equal value.

Mr, CORBOY : Probably that is the true
explanation.

The Minisier for Agriculture: And the
cultivable land in Sonth Ausiralia is eircum-
senbed.

Mr. CORBOY : The point I wish to make
is that week in and week out a great many
of our own people are unsuccesstully apply-
ing for land, Not many weeks ago I found a
voung fellow at the Lands Department with
iy sixth application for land, COn each of
the five oecasions he had pireviuusly been be-
fore the Board, someone else with a hetter
claim bad beaten him. It is serious that we
should have arrived at this stage, where on
the one hand political leaders cry out for a
continuation of our migration policy, and
on the other we have numbers of our own
people unemploved, while other men are in-
effectually trying to get on Lhe land. In ad-
dition to the assistance given to people on
the land, it is time we had a definite pro-
gramme along which the Government would
seek to open up new areas of country.

The Minister for Agriculture interjected.

Mr. CORBOY : The hon. member's opinion
of farming in the South-West is aprarently
the same as my own; when e wanted a farm
he did not zo to the Sonth-West. T do not wish

It is
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it interred that [ condemn the South-West
a3 a farming proposition, vut | believe that
to the average man with a little capital, the
wheat belt offers a very much greater oppor-
tunity than does the South-West. Lebl me
put it this wayv: in addition 1o the work the
Government are doing in the South-West,
they should have seme comprebensive seheme
by which they will continue to open up new
areas of wheat Jands. T am afraid that is not
being done to-day, that to-doy the position
is somewhat haphazard. A nimber of men
zo into the Lands Dejpartment and say they
know where there is a belt of zood country.
When the Lands Departmeni have been told
ot this gtretch of country by many successive
applicants, the De) artment seud out someone
to classify the land. Then many months
elapse hefore anything definite is done to
make it available for selection We are be-
ginning to get down to a sound basis of as-
sistance for prospecting. To-day prospecting
is comparalively systemntised. Unfortunately
it is to some extent haphazard also, bnt as-
sistance is being given by the department in

4 much more systematie way than previously.

Something on similar lines shonld be adopted
in new areas for wheat growing. In open-
ing up new areas, it is neeessiry lo remem-
ber that two things are essential if people
are to have a chance of suecess. One is trans-
port and the other is water supply. From
my experienee of Government departments,
it seems that these 1wo things are about the
hardest things to get, notwithstanding that
they are essential. While it is extremely
costly to provide an adequate water supply
em all farms, it should be possible when open-
ing up new areas to do smoeething in the
way of laying down key dams along the
roads to new areas and ab definite points
throughout anything like a big area of new
country so that settlers would have a chance
to get sufficient water without having to eart
it grent distances. Ever sinve the Govern-
ment took office the Minister for Water Sup-
ply ims heen greatly hampered through lack
of funds, T have even heard it gaid by mem-
bers that they eould not get 3 miserable £4
or £5 to have a well cleaned out, because
the Minister did not have the monev. Kven
if that operates in regard io crdinary main-
tenance work, a special effort shonld be made
to find funds to assist recentlv settled areas
so that the people might have a decent water
service.

Mr. Brown:
Country Party.

That is the poliev of the
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Mr., CORBOY: 1 do not contend that
every joint in the Country Pariy’s policy is
bad; probably there are one or two good
points. The older settled agrizuliural areas
that are well established should not expect
so much attention in future ae they have re-
ceived in the past. The people in the estab-
lished areas have done fairly well during the
last few seasons, and, while the State is doing
its best to build up the industry, they should
do something to help themselves, at any rate
in the matter of water supply. In the new
arens—and there are one or two I have in
mind not necessarily in my elsctorate—a
good deal could be done by the Government
in providing key daws tuv enable the people
to earry on. Transport facilities also are
essential. The Government realise that the
policy of providing railway facililies, par-
sued in the past, is {oo costly and that some-
thing more economical can be provided. I
have in mind the construetion of the Lake
(Grace-Newdegate line pow being built
There the Government have set out to pro-
vide a railway service which will be ade-
quate to the needs. of the people for some
vears, but the cost of construction of which
will be less than half of that usually in-
volved to bunild a railway line. They are
laying down a railway similar to that
adopted by the firewood company on the
goldfields, a light line laid on the surface,
without ballasting or cuttings of any kind.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: What about the
Decauville railway ¥

Mr. CORBOY : I have sometimes thought
that light railways, such as were used in
France during the war, might be used in
connection with agrienlfural development in
this State. If the hon. member considers
the question, however, I think he will agree
that the double handling involved to shift
the prodnce from the light railway to the
standard railway would, in a few years, pro-
bably ontweigh the difference in the cost of
eonstructing the light railway 1 am sug-
mesbing.

Lieut.-Colonel Tlenton: It would give set-
tlers facilities in the meantime.

Mr. CORBOY: But 1 do not know that
it would bhe worth while. There are two fea-
tnres of the light railways as we knew them
during the war. We had experience of their
use in connection with military operations,
and it is worth remembering that army eom-
manders had at their disposal practically
illimitable labour, and a very cheap form of
labour, to do the work. The men were used
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in such numbers that would nat be tolerated
in civil life, because they could not pos-
sibly be utilised at a profit. Those lines,
too, were used only in areas where it was
impossible {0 use the standard railway.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: That is so.

Mr. CORBOY: We have no areas in this
State where that applies. There is only one
instance I know of where a light line was
used for agricultural operations, and that
was along the valley of the Nile. It was
used to bring the produce from the enlfiva-
tions along the sweet water canal to the or-
dinary railway. But the conditions operat-
ing there were very different. Right along
that valley is a standard railway; the eulti-
vated area along the banks of the Nile is
very narrow and a great many of these
feeder railways manned by coolie labour
run at right angles to the main line through
the eultivation. That was an instance where
it was possible to operate light lines success-
fully, but T know of no belt of country in
this State where the same conditions apply.
I am convinced that the laying down of lines
on the standard gauge and using the ordin-
ary rolling stock, similar to the Lake Grace-
Newdegate line, is a mueh more sensible
proposition than would be the adopting of
a different gauge with different rolling stock.
T should like to direet the attention of the
Government to one or two areas that I
think are worthy of very much closer inves-
tigation than they have received, and that
probably will prove of bencfit to the Gov-
ernmeni by reason of the inereased revenne
they would return if opened up. There is
an area in which the member for Avon
and I are perhaps equally interested, the area
lving eastward from Kalkalling in his elec-
torate and westward from Bullfineh in mine.
For years past there has been talk of link-
ing up the dead-ends on the railway system
at Beneubbin and Bullfinch. The Beneubhin
line has lately been extended to Kalkalling.
I have been out eastwards from Kalkalling
20 miles to the rabbit-proof fence and was
in a belt of first-class country, so far as I
conld judge, all the time, heavy forest
country, some of it settled, but not a great
deal beranse of its distance from a railway.
I have also been out westwards from Bull-
finch for a distance of about 17 miles.
There is o gap of about 30 miles bebween
the two points to which T travelled. Coming
west of Bullfineh for the 17 miles to Bil-
adji, T was in a belt of good country ail
the way. At Biladji T went to the top of
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a remarkable granite formation 400ft. high
that was one of the frig-stations used by
Mr. H. 8. King when he carried out his
big survey in the nineties. So far as the
eye conld see from that eminence, there was
heavy forest country. It seems to me there
is o great area of country in that part de-
serving of much cloger investigation than
it has so far rcceived. There are possibili-
ties of settling a great many more people
in that area. There are seftlers north of the
railway line at Doongin and Bodallin and
stations this side of Souihern Cross for dis-
tances of upwards of ten or twelve miles,
and a railway linking Kalkalling and Bull-
finch would pass within ten or fifteen miles
north of those settlers.

The Premier: Last week 1 discussed that
matler with the Railway Advisory Board.

Mr. CORBOY : T am pleased to hear that.
I have diseussed it with the Commissioner of
Railways from a railway working point of
view, and the Commissioner agrees that it
would be a good thing if the dead-ends werve
jinked up. It would be stupid to ask the
Government to build 40 or 50 miles of rail-
way merely for the sake of making railway
working easier. We could nse that length
of rails to much better purpose elsewhere.

The Premier: We should build it intq the
Eastern Goldfields line, perhaps into Merro-
din.

Mr. CORBOY: That would mean running
still anolher parallel line within a few miles
of the existing line into Merredin.

The Premier: Perhaps it would go inlo
Burracoppin. .

Mr. CORBOY: Even if it were run into
Burracoppin, it would not do so much to
open up the country as would the line I sug-
gest. The line T propose would open up
the eountry north of Westonia,

The Premier: I think both lines are re-
quired.

My, CORBOY : 1t is a question which line
iz necded first, and on that I have no doubt.
1 appeal to the Government to do something
definite in the way of having a proper clas-
sification made of this area, bv an officer
wlo is not already prejudiced with the too-
far-east business. T do not want this country
classified by an officer who thinks that the
rabbit-proof fence stops the ¢louds. Many
do think that the elouds break up when they
reach that fence.

Mr, Latham: The season is betler out
there this vear than ever befare,
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Mr, CORBOY: According tc some of our
highty placed officers, there is no rain on the
other side of the fence. I am sanguine that
the erops now growing in the Houthern Cross
and Bullfinch areas will convince even the
prejudiced officers of the department that
wheat can be grown profitably east of the
fence.

The Premier: There is a linit out there.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes. Not many years ago
wembers of this Chamber said that the
limit had been reached when farmers went
to Merredin,

Mr, Taylor:
too.

Mr. CORBOY: I remember the howl
against the Leader of the Opposition, who
was said to be murdering people when he
sent them out to Merredin,

The Minister for Agriculture: There is
a line to be drawn.

Mr. CORBOY: As sciencs goes ahead,
breeds of wheat will be foand that will grow
on less rainfall and with less moisture than
is the case to-day, and we shall then find that
the line will be pushed further east than
ever.

Mr. Taylor: As you povulste the couniry,
so will the seasons change. -

Mr. CORBOY: I am not convinced of
that.

The Minister for Agvieulture: They have
not changed at Kalgooriie or Broken Hill.

Mr. CORBOY: I do not think that the
chopping down of itrees at Southern Cross
will induce the clouds {fo come up in any
grealer number. Even to-day wheat is being
grown at a profit on a vainfall that would
have been inadequate 10 or 20 years ago.

My, Maley: At Bruee Rock?

Mr, CORBOY: Nq, nor at Three Springs.
Perhaps the Minister is somewhat afraid
that the land is on the other side of the
eountry I have mentioned.

The Minister for Agricuiture: I am not
afraid. 1 was in South Anstralia the other
day and saw a huge iract of eountry that
had been settled, but it had to be given up,
because of the dryness of the conditions,
although the seitlers were all good farmers,

AMr. CORBOY: People have had to leave
huge tracts of country in this State, but the
land has been made a suceess of by others.

The Minister for Agriculture: This will
not be taken up.

Mr. CORBOY: That may be so for the
next 10 years, but if it was good enough for
those people to go on to, it wi'l not he long

And before they got there,
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befure a type of wheat is fouud that ean he
grown there on an economizal basis. I appeal
to the Government to investigate this belt of
eountry and obtein the advice of unpre-
judiced experts. We want people who are
experienced to say whether it will bear
settlement or not. I believe that with
proper methods, and the utilisation of
sheep In conjunetion with the growing
of cereals, there is a great future be-
fore that loeality. Tf the Leader of
the Opposition were here to-night he would
bear me out in what I am going to say,
for he was with me on one cceasion when
I went to Bulifineh,  Qur traiii consisted of
une passenger coach, three loaded trucks and
a guard’s van. The engine had the greatest
diffieulty on two oceasions in pulling tws
small train np a bank, becanse the grass had
so matted between the track and the wheels.

Mr. Sampson: There was too much weight
behind.

Mr, CORBOY: DPerhups so. That lne is
not trequently used, and the grass gels a
good chanee to grow. Throughout that dis-
trict when we were visiting it, feed was
pleniiful everywhere. Any wan on 2,000
acres should, with the aid of sheep and wheat,
make a success of farming there. I hope the
Government will have a thorough investi-
gation made of it before coming to a deeision
as to where they run the railway from Cow-
cowing. If proper reports are obtained they
will e convinced that a great deal more
eonld be done hy linking that country up
with Bullfinch, and enabling people to utilise
it for wheat growing and sheep raising.
There is another area that is worthy of bet-
ter attention than it has reeeived, and that
is the eountry east of Newdegate and north-

west of Ravensthorpe, known as Lake
Damnosa. TFor some months past the
department has had Mr. Surveyor Pitt

and his staff elassifving the area. I under-
stand he has sent to the drpartment very
glowing reports of what ha has seen. Al-
though Mr. Pitt has been there for some
time and has put in a favourable report, up
to the present the Government have not sent
out a single surveyor, so far as I know, to
survey the country and make it available for
settlement. This party, under Surveyor Pitt,
must have cost a gnod deal ol money, because
the men are sitnated 40 miles from the near-
est store. Once assured reports have been
received as to the value of the country, there
should be sulficient organisation available in
the department to send out surveyors, and
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mark out the country so that it may be avail-
able for settlement. Before the distriet can
be taken up the question of water supply
will have to be gone into. Key water supplies
must be provided on the way tn that loeality
as well as on the spot. I understand the de-
partment is in possession of reports in which
the best dam sites are indiealedd. Expert of-
ficers, months age decided as to the most
suitable places for the j rovision of dams, but
g0 far nothing has heen done. I hope that
the Government will look into the matter.
Numbers of people are waiting to settle
in the Lake Damnosa district, bnt ean-
not do so until the land has been
surveyed and cat up. Fortunalely this vear
my electorate is looking forward with great
confidence to the future, both as regards min-
ing and farming. A few weeks ago I was at
Newdegate, where the erops were looking ex-
ceedingly well. Last year a number of men
did so well out of their first erop that they
have praetically reached the motor-car stage.

The Minister for Agricnlture: Rather fool-
ish of them to buy motor cars.

Mr. CORBOY : T have in mind one or two
men who were certainly not foolish, because
their refurns were so greab that they were
able to purchase a motor car without its be-
ing a luxnry. Their prespeets for the com-
ing season indicate that their retnrns should
be even greater than those of last year.

Mr. Lambert: Motor cars are not a luxury
on a farm,

Mr. CORBOY : Sowe of the settlers there
have legitimate cause for seeking con-
sideration in conneetion with the railway
now in conrse of construetion. It is proposed
to run the line to the Newdegate townsite.
There are, however, settlers upwards of 16
and 18 miles south and south-east of the
townsite. One man will have to eart 17 miles
to the present terminus.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
just as far north.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes. 1t wounld be wise,
while the necessary plant and gangs are there,
for the Government to investigate the mat-
ter. The people T speak of have worked
hard, and the man who has to eart 17 miles
kas 450 acres under wheat this year, Now
wounld be the jroper time for the Government
to extend the railway another five or six miles
in order to bring these people within a rea-
sonahle cartine distance.
their part and developing their holdings pro-
perly. They have big areas under crop, but
unless they are given reasonsble transport

And there are some

They are playing ~
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facilities, they will have great difficulty in
carrying on. | would also refer to the ques-
tion of transport on the south coast. This
subjeet is, of course, a hardy annual: when-
ever I have spoken on the Address-in-reply,
I have found it necessary to refer to the
matter. Apgain on this ogeasion it is, un-
fortunately, necessary to mention that the
People on the south coust are paying freights
which are apnreciably hampering the devel-
opment of the country, if not preventing its
further development. As I think I stated
last year, we have been suceessful in securing
the reduction of the wheat freight by one-
third; but even now that freight stands at
10d. per bushel, or double what is paid on
any railway.

Mr, Latham: That is the shipping freight
alone.

Mr, CORBOY: No; it includes railage
from Ravensthorpe to Hopetoun. It is the
through freight from the railway station at
Ravensthorpe to the wharf at Fremantle.

Member: Why take the wheat to Fre-
mantle?

Mr. CORBOY: The State Shipping Ser-
vice do not care wheiher they dump the wheat
off at Albany or at Fremantle; the freight is
the same. In fact, & considerable proportion
of the wheat is not shipped to Fremantle at
all. The freight of 10d. per buoshel is alto-
gether too heavy a burden on the people who
are endeavouring to make a suceess of our
southern lands.

Mr. Latham: They have to pay the highest
freight on superphosphate too.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes; these people are also
handicapped by excessive freights on super-
phosphate, machinery, and all that they have
to take into the district in order to produce
their erops. At the same time, théy have to
pay very heavy freight on what they send
out of their district. I am hopeful that relief
will be given to that country from the burden
under which it suffers, and has soffered for
many years.

The Premier: The diffieulty is largely geo-
graphieal.

Mr. CORBOY: I recognise that, but the
people in other parts of the State are getting
a considerable subsidy. Farmers along the
railways who are laking super to their farms
receive a considerable coneession from the
Railway Department, whereas no such eon-
cession is granted by the State Shipping Ser-
vice. There is a considerable area of good
country at Ravensthorpe available for selee-
tion.
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Me. Latham: It is very good land.
Mr. CORBOY: That in the Ravensthorpe

bhills is, I suppose, some of the finest land in
the State.

Mr. Latham: That is so.

The Premier: If the district were con-
nected up with the railway system, it would
be very prosperous.

Mr. CORBOY: Eventually I hope to
see the Newdegate line extended eastward
through the Lake Damnosa ¢onntry, and then
it will be possible to link up with Ravens-
thorpe. Bat that is a matter of the days to
come; it is not an immediate possibility.
However, if it is possible to subsidise farmers
along the railway system with cheap freights,
it should be possible to do something for the
farmers in the area along the south coast.
I appeal to the Government to keep this
questior closely in mind when framing the
freight rates which are to operale after the
new steamer comes inte commission on the
coast. I know it is not much use looking for
telief while the “FEuncla” remains in commis-
sion, but when the new oil-burning vessel
which, while having a bigger carrying capa-
ecity, is to effect a saving of £10 a day in
running ¢osts alone, becomes available, relief
should be in sight. 1 hope the Government
will bear in mind the diffienlties nnder whieh
the south coast settlers have suffered for so
many years, and afford them some appreci-
able relief, There is magnificent land in that
distriet. A friend of mine, Mr. Stewart of
Ravensthor):e, has for years past had an
average crop of 28 bushels fo the acre; but
owing to the eost of transport and other dis-
abilities he has found the game an up-hill
fight alt along. Certainly he has not been
able to get ahead anvthing like as fast as
he should have done. Had he seeured land
of similar quality on the railway system,
he would have been able to retire years
ago. With regard to hospitals and hos-
1 ital accommodation, my eleciorate has the
doubtful distinetion of being the most heavily
burdened community in the whole State in
respect of amounts paid for medical atten-
tion. T do not know whether my constituents
are pleased about it, but T am not. We have
the greatest difficulty in retsining medical
facilities. TIn Southern Cross there is a
hospital which to-day is run as a privale
hospital, the matron receiving a subsidy from
the Government. There is also a doctor who
is subsidised hy the Government. Yet in
order to keep the doctor in the distriet it is
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necessury for each family to contribute £5
a year. In addition to that, if a person falls
ill and gocs inio the hospital, he has to pay
four guincas per weck to the matron., On
top of tlat he has to pay for the doctor's
serviees, All that, again, is on top of the
annual eontribution of £5. In Ravensthorpe
we are even worse off. We have not a doctor
at all. We have only a matron, and again
the Government have to pay a subsidy to
keep the matron there. If anyone is seri-
ously injured, it is necessary to get & doctor
across from the Great Southern distriet, over
a distance of about 150 miles. Unfortun-
ately we had a couple of deaths at Ravens-
thorpe which [ am sure could have been
prevented had there been a mediecal man in
the vicinity. By the time medical aid had
heen hrought across from the Great South-
ern distriet, it was too late. I recognise that
it is extremely difficult for us to get any-
thing more than we have at Ravensthorpe.
IYor some two or three years the Government
had a doctor at Ravensthorpe. He was
also resident magistrate, and received two
salaries so that he might be induced to remain.
The member for Swan {Mr. S8ampson) orig-

“inglly agreer to that srrangement. Unfor-

tunately, however, the two salaries combined
do not reach an amount which appeals to
any young medical man, even one who has
Jjust finished his course. Such men find they
can get a great deal more elsewhere. The
last doctor we had at Ravensthorpe was paid
£600 a year, plus what he could earn by
private practice. One of the timber centres
wrote offering Lim £1,000 a year as a sub-
sidy, and of conrse he dropped Ravensthorpe
like a hot potato and took the thousand a
year; and one could not blame him for do-
ing so. Our difticulty has been to find a man
willing to take on the job, even at the com-
bined salaries. 1t somebimes seems to me
that the only real solution of such a prob-
lem is the nationalisation of the medical pro-
fession, However, that also is something
which may be posssible only in the distant
futare. I trust that something will be done
by the Government to place our outhack and
country hospitals on a better basis than they
are on to-day, and to provide the people,
who are paying very much more than
mefropolitan residents, with something like
decent medical facilities. Take the peo-
ple in Southern Cross or Ravensthorpe.
They are paying, as I have mentioned,
£56 per family by way of medical
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contributions. Here in Perth the sub-
seriptions to hospitals would not average
£1 per head.  Again, as against the four
guineas per week charge at the Southern
Cross hospital, the charge at the Perth Hos-
pital is 8s. per day.

Mr. Panton: The collection per patient
amounts to very little.

My, CORBOY: I know that demands for
payment have been pressed by the Perth
Hospital in cases where that should not have
been done. People have been dunnped week
after week by the secrelary of the Perth
Hospital, people quite unable to pay, and
other people, who apparently could afford to
pay, are admitted and very little is heard of
them afterwards. They are people who should
be told to go Lo a private hospifal.

Mr. Sampson: That is never knowingly
done.

Mr. CORBOY: T could tell the hon. mem-
ber of one case where it was done.

Mr. Sampson: The Perth Hospital people
are very hard pressed for money, and I do
not think they would lose the opportunity
of colleeting fees.

Mr. CORBOY: At all events, the position

is thal the burden of maintaining medieal .

facilities is distributed most inequitably. The
people in the back country are bearing a
great deal more than their proper share of
the burden, and metropolitan residents ave
managing to evade their share,

Mr. Sampson: Moreover, the hospitals in
certain big country centres are looked after
by the Government, and the local people arve
nof called upon to the same extent.

Mr. CORBOY : I believe that is so. I re-
gret that Tarliament did not see fit last
session o pass a certain measure. Though
T am not by any means an advocate for de-
veloping the gambling instincts of our peo-
ple, yet T know that a considerable amount
of money goes out of this State every year
to Queensland and Tasmania. If some of
that money can be used for the maintenance
of hospitals in Queensland, I see no reason
why it should not be used for the same pur-
pose here.  However, the Bill in question
was unfortunately defeated, and so the Min-
ister was not provided with the money he
expected to receive towards the maintenance
of hospitals.

Mr, Sampson: We shall have to go back
to the previous measure,

Mr. CORBOY: I am not particularly eon-
cerned whether it is the last measure or the
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one before that, but 1 do hope that this
session something wiil Le done to place our
redieal facilities on a much sounder basis,
and to remove some of the burden on the
people outhack, and also to give those people
something like reasonable facilities. I ap-
peal to the Government to do something to
place the matter on a better footing. I had
intended to refer to the position of the min-
ing industry, but I shall reserve what I have
to say in thai regard for the Estimates, ex-
cept to remark that at the Ravensthorpe
end, copper wining is still at a standstill.
That real old hardy annual of mine, the
Ravensthorpe smelter case, is not yet final-
ised; the money is not yet paid. ILet us not
look hard at the Government; the money
has been available, so far as they are con-
cerned, for the last 15 months; but unfor-
tunately the plaintiff will not take it, and
s¢ the other men are still in the same diffi-
culty. Until the plaintiff takes it, the others
cannot get their money, Apart from that,
at the other end, Southern Cross and Yil-
garn, mining is on the up grade. Very fine
development has taken place during the last
few months, At Burbidge the syndicate
which took over the Great Victoria mine
are doing good work, For some six
or cight months now they have returned
an average profit of £1,000 per month from
under 8§ dwt, ore.- From that faet those mem-
hers who represent mining electorates will
realise what good work is being done in that
particular instance. The syndicate have an
up-to-date plant that treats the ore economi-
cally and they are working on proper lines,
I understand that Mr. Kingsley Thomas, the
Royal Commissioner on mining, said that
the mine was one of the only two decently
equipped in the State. Al any rate their
figures show that their plant is effective. At
the Manxman good developments have taken
place, and it looks as though one or two
really good mines will be developed on the
Radie line of lode there. [t is gratifying
to know that at the Yilgarn end of the fields,
mining appears to be on the up grade. They
are getting good returns and there is an
optimistic nete throughout the mining com-
munity there that is quite pleasant after the
dismal and mowrnful tales one used to hear
some years ago. However, | shall reserve
anything more I desire to say under this
heading until the Mining Estimafes are be-
fore us. In the meantime I ngain appeal to
the Government to consider seriously the
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opening up of the areas I huve referred to.
I trust they will proceed with the surveying
and throwiug open for selection of the lands
in the Damnosa eountry, and the classifica-
tion of the Kalkalling lands. I also trust
that they will place the medical facilities I
have referred to on a proper basis,

On motion hy Mr,

journed.

Wilson, debate ad-

House adjourned at 9.47 p.m.

Legislative Council,
TWednesday, 19th August, 1925,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PETITION—WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUS-
TEE, EXECUTOR, AND AGENCY
CO0,, LTD,, ACT AMENDMENT,

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX prezented a peti-
tion from the West Australian Trustee,
FExeeutor, and Ageney Company, Limited,
praving for leave to introduce a Bill to
amend the West Australian Trustee, Execu-
tor, and Agency Company, Lid., Aet.

Petition received and read and the prayer
of the petition granted.

BILL—WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUSTEE,
EXECUTOR, AND AGENCY CO,
LTD. ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Hon, J. Nicholson
read a first time.

and

3

Referred to Select Commiltiee.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, Bill
referred to a seleet committee econsisting
of Hon. W. H. Kitsun, Hon. H. Seddon and
the mover, to report on the 26th August.

QUESTION—INTERNATIONAL
LABOUR CONVENTIONS.

Hon. J. E. BODD asked the Colonial See-
retary: 1, Flow many conventions and ve-
commendations ef the International Lahour
Office of the Lengue of Nations have been
received from the Federal (iovernment? 2,
With wiat matiers do they deal? 3, ITave
the conventions and recommendations been
ratified ¥

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Thirvty-six. 2, A list of the matters laid
on the Table to-day. 3, The obligation to
ratify is not with the State Government.
Many of the points dealt with in the con-
ventions and recommendations are covered
by existing State legislation and regulations.
Matters that are applicable to the require-
menis of this State, and for which adequate
legislative provision has not been made, are
now receiving consideration.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
te Hon. E. Rose {South-West}) on the
ground of urgent private business.

LAPSED BILL—RESTORATION.

On motion by Hon. H. A. Stephenson,
ordered: That a mnessage be sent to the
Lepislative Assembly requesting that the
cutrsideration of the Bills of Sale Act
Amendment Bill) pazsed by this Heuse last
session and {ransmitted to the Lemshtne
Asggembly, may be resumed,

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
Ninth Day.
[ebale resumed from the previous day.
HON. J. BE. DODD (Sonth) [4.38]: The
Address-in-renly debate gives us an oppor-
tunity to review the actions of the Govern-

ment during the recess and {o express our
opinions on the programme they are going



